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Sunday, August 22, 2021
IMPORTANT NOTICE:
CHURCH IS OPEN! If you plan to attend, please make sure to wear a mask when you walk
inside. Please don’t attend if you’re feeling sick. We pray for the good health, well-being, and
safety of everyone. God bless!
THE EPISTLE: 1 Corinthians. (3:9-17)
Brethren, we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s husbandry, God’s building. According to
the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise architect I laid a foundation, and another builds
upon it. Let each one take heed how he builds upon it. For no other foundation can anyone lay than
that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if anyone builds on this foundation gold, silver,
precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; everyone’s work will become manifest; for the Day will
declare it, because it will be revealed by fire, and the fire itself will test each one’s work of what
sort it is. If anyone’s work which was built on the foundation survives, he will receive a reward. If
anyone’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss, but he himself will be saved, yet so as by fire. Do
you not know that you are a temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? If anyone
corrupts the temple of God, God will corrupt him. For the temple of God is holy, whose temple
you are.
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THE GOSPEL: Matthew (14:22-34)
At that time, Jesus made the Disciples get into the boat and go before Him to the other side, while
He dismissed the crowds. And after He had dismissed the crowds, He went up on the mountain by
Himself to pray. When evening came, He was there alone, but the Disciples’ boat by this time was
many furlongs distant from the land, beaten by the waves; for the wind was against them. And in
the fourth watch of the night He came to them, walking on the sea. But when the Disciples saw
Jesus walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out for fear.
But immediately He spoke to them, saying, “Take heart, it is I; have no fear.” And Peter answered
Him, “Lord, if it is Thee, bid me come to Thee on the water.” He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of

Him, “Lord, if it is Thee, bid me come to Thee on the water.” He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of
the boat and walked on the water and came to Jesus; but when he saw the wind, he was afraid, and
beginning to sink he cried out, “Lord, save me!” Jesus immediately reached out His hand and
caught him, saying to him, “O man of little faith, why did you doubt?” And when they got into the
boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat worshiped Him, saying, “Truly, Thou art the Son of
God.” And when they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret.
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ALTAR CANDLE OFFERING:
 Offered by Michael, Mery, and Mia Saddekni , for the good health and well-being of the
entire Skef and Saddekni family.
ANNOUNCEMENTS & EVENTS:
 ANNUAL LEBANESE FESTIVAL: Saturday, August 28th, from 12pm-10pm.
Courthouse Square: Downtown Redwood City, Redwood City, CA. Free admission and
parking.
 ST. NICHOLAS CHURCH ANNUAL FESTIVAL RAFFLE TICKETS:
$50 Per ticket. Please contact Elias Batshon (650) 580-7185
 ST. NICHOLAS CHURCH ANNUAL FOOD FESTIVAL: October 2nd and 3rd. More
info to come.
Metropolitan Anthony
WEEKLY WE COME TO CHURCH
After a week which we spend in the twilight of the world, where the powers of good and
the powers of evil are in contest, when we are called to be the light of the world, the salt
that prevents its corruption, a living message that God has come, that victory over evil is
won, and all hopes are possible, indeed all things are in the power of the Lord Jesus Christ
who is our strength — after a whole week in this twilight we come to church, and it is a
moment when two things should happen.
It is a moment when we re-dedicate ourselves to God, because we bring at the same time
in the Holy Liturgy two kinds of gifts. On the one hand, the offering of our souls and
bodies, the gift of ourselves which should be unreserved, which we give according to our
strength, but a strength that should grow day after day by the exercise of loyalty and
faithfulness to God. And we also bring to God a sacrifice, an offering so holy and so
perfect, the life and the death of the Lord Jesus Christ, His Resurrection and His Ascension
into Heaven, and the vision of what we are called to be — all of us together with all things
created. Because it is not only mankind whom God has assumed in Christ through the
Incarnation — it is all things visible and invisible; the invisible through His Divinity in the
human soul, and the visible by His Incarnation, by God taking flesh and becoming
mysteriously and wonderfully akin to all that is material, visible, tangible. All creation, not

mysteriously and wonderfully akin to all that is material, visible, tangible. All creation, not
only saints and sinners, but all things created can look at Christ's Body and rejoice because
in Him they can see themselves in glory.
When we come to God we expect a gift of grace, the power of life to be poured into us so
that we should become truly new creatures; not only creatures of flesh and blood, not only
created beings standing face to face with their Creator but also creatures, pervaded by the
power and the presence, the true communion with God which is given to us in the
Sacraments.
It is only to the extent to which we bring ourselves as an offering (let it be earthen vessels
open to receive things Holy) that we can receive these Holy things. In the prayer that
precedes the consecration of the Holy Gifts the priest says: «Renew us who pray to Thee,
and make this bread the Body of Christ, and this cup — the Blood of Christ». It is only to
the extent to which we give ourselves to God to be filled, to the extent which we empty
ourselves of all things contrary to Him, in intention, at least in the struggle which should
be ours, that we can receive the gift.
But this gift is not given to us alone; it is not given to us that we should hug it, possess it,
delight in it: it is given to us in the way in which a lamp is lit, in which a fire is lighted, in
which the truth is given. Thanks be to God — we are not a body of people, prisoners of our
buildings and our small frail Christian society! We are indeed sent into the world to be
God's own witnesses, through Communion to the Body and Blood of Christ to be His
incarnate presence. When we receive Communion we expect all things from God, but He
also expects all things from us.
Let us ponder on this. Let us receive with an open heart and an open mind, with all our
being, what God gives us, not in order to possess it but in order to give it, to give it as
generously as God gives Himself: life and death, our joy and our sorrow, our brokenheartedness and our hopes — all to be given in God's Name to anyone who needs it. Then
we shall have fulfilled the Apostle's call: «Carry one another's burdens, and so you shall
have fulfilled the law of Christ».
)خصوصا(من نشرة رعيتي
الشفاعة عمو ًما وشفاعة والدة اإلله
ً
ً
 وهكذا ٌكون اإلنسان قد. ّواسطة من الرب
 لٌطلب بدوره، وتطلب منه، هً أن تذهب إلى الق ّدٌس، فً مفهوم البعض،الشفاعة
 وثانًٌا ألنّ إمكانٌّة الطلب من الربّ مُباشر ًة هً مُتاحة فً ك ّل، أوّ ًًل ألنّ المسٌح أقرب إلٌه من نفسه،أطال الطرٌق على نفسه
 فتسقط الحاجة، ف ُتصبح الحجّ ة التً ٌُواجهنا بها البعض صحٌحة،» اقرعوا ٌُفتح لكم، وهو القائل «اطلبوا تجدوا،زمان ومكان
ٍ
ّ
 والطرٌق، إذ لماذا الذهاب إلى أحدهم لٌأخذك إلى آخر؟ لماذا ًل تذهب إلٌه مُباشر ًة؟ فهو السمٌع المُجٌب.ٌس أو وسٌط
د
ق
إلى
ٍ
.مُعبّدة
 حتى، وًل ح ّتى إلى والدة اإلله مرٌم الكلٌة القداسة، ًّالشفاعة عندنا نحن المستقٌمً الرأي لٌست هً أن نذهب إلى الق ّدٌس الفالن
، أل ّنك تقتدي به وبسٌرته، الشفاعة هً أ ّنك تتق ّدم من الق ّدٌس وتناجٌه أل ّنك تعرفه أو تعرف عنه. مُقادٌن منهم،ُنؤخذ بٌدنا إلى هللا
، وهو، نحن نؤمن أنّ الق ّدٌس هو فً ٌد هللا. وأصبح بالنسبة إلٌك قُدوة فً القداسة، أل ّنه قد تبارك وتق ّدس،أل ّنه صار نهجً ا ٌُحتذى
 مما، بالمقدار عٌنه تصبح آنٌته مُعبَّأة من الحضرة اإللهٌّة التً بدورها تفٌض منه حضورً ا، ًّبمقدار امتالئه من الحضور اإلله
.حباه هللا من نعمة
 إذ من ًل. ٌختفً بالكلٌّّة لٌرهر المسٌح. لٌس فٌه شًم من نفسه ولنفسه.  لمصلحة ٌسو،الق ّدٌس أصالً ٌُلغً نفسه لحساب هللا
ُبرز بدوره وجه
ِ ٌ و، الق ّدٌس هو الذي تبرز فٌه سمات الربّ ٌسو المسٌح.ُبرز المسٌح
ِ ٌ  وًل ٌستطٌع أن،ٌختفً لٌس هو بق ّدٌس
، تكون فً حالة الطلب من هللا نفسه، فعندما تطلب من الق ّدٌس.)٢٨ :١٠  هو ٌصبح فً ٌد هللا (ٌوحنا.ٌسو المسٌح نفسه للكون
 ففً الحقٌقة، إذ تكون به قد ذهبت مباشر ًة إلى هللا مصدر العطٌّة، وًل تكون قد أطلت الطرٌق على نفسك،بفعل اتحاد الق ّدٌس باهلل
.الق ّدٌس هو من ٌُعطى أن ٌكون ق ّدٌسًا
ٍِ  ّغَغ ميَاذٔ اىْاصىح،ٔ ّقشأ ّظائذ،ٔ ألّْا ّؼشف،رنيٌّ ىُغرْاٝ ّّٔظ ألٝ اىق ّذٚ ّزٕة إى. ٍغ األىٕ٘ح،اءٞ اذّذاد ٍغ اىضٜٕ اىقذاعح

اىْؼَح ػيّ ،ٔٞش ٙدشماذٔ ٗطي٘اذٔ ٗدر ٚذأ ّٕٗاذٔ ،ف ٜم ّو شٜءٝ ،ضثظ إٝقاع دٞاذْا اىٍّٞ٘ٞحّ ،ري َّظ ذجاستٔ اىر ٜف ٜمثٞش ٍِ
تاىؼشق ٗتاىذً ػي ٚميَاخ ٝغ٘ع.
األدٞاُ قذ ذُشثٔ ذجاستْاٗ ،تاىؼًَ٘ ّرؼيٌّ ٍْٔ ضثظ اىفنش ٗ ٍُظادقرٔ
َ
ٍش ٌٝشفٞؼرْا اىذاسّج ،ف ٜم ّو أّٝاٍٖا ماّد طاٍرحً ٗذشٞش إىٝ ٚغ٘ع ،ذطٞغ ميَاذٔ ٗذخرف ٜىظاىذٔ .فشفاػرٖا اى ً٘ٞال ذُش ّد ٗال
ٌ
ٗط٘خ طاس ٌر أُ تٔ ٗفٝ ٍْٔٗ ٔٞأذ ٜاىخالص .شفاػرٖا
ذُخ َزهٗ ،داىّرٖا مثٞشج ألّّٖا ف ٜاىَجذ اإلىٖ ّٗ ،ٜألّّٖا ٗجٌٔ عاط ٌغ ىٔ
فيرشَو عٞشج دٞاذْا ،ىْرّخز اىَغٞخ تاىْؼَح مَا اذّخ َزذٔ ٗاذّخزٕا ،فيْيذٓ ٍؼٖا ىْف٘عْا ٗىيؼاىٌ ،آٍ.ِٞ
TREE OF LIFE:
We have updated our Tree of Life in the back of our Church. If
you would like to donate an engraved Leaf to place on the Tree
in memory of your loved one, please contact the Church office.

SAINT NICHOLAS ORTHODOX CHURCH
BANQUET HALL
The Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church Banquet Hall is the perfect venue for your next wedding reception,
baptism, graduation, birthday, or conference. We offer a range of professional banquet and catering
services for making any event a very personal experience for our community. Our vast and eclectic menu
showcases a variety of banquet menu options and premium beverages. Our friendly and professionally
trained staff will work with you to identify your needs, budget and develop the perfect event for you.
For more information contact our Church office at (415) 648-5200 or info@stnicholas-sf.com

Banquet Hall Amenities
Over 6000 square feet
Seating for up to 350 guests
200 square foot elevated stage
25ft x 25ft dance floor
Lighting & Sound
Bar available
Fully equipped industrial kitchen
On-site catering available with staff
External caterers are welcome
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware, silverware available
Event set up, tear down and cleaning services available
Complimentary parking lot
Wheelchair accessible

