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Sunday, August 29, 2021
Beheading of the Forerunner and Baptist John
قطع رأس يوحٌا الضابق
IMPORTANT NOTICE:
CHURCH IS OPEN! If you plan to attend, please make sure to wear a mask when you walk
inside. Please don’t attend if you’re feeling sick. We pray for the good health, well-being, and
safety of everyone. God bless!
THE EPISTLE: Acts (13:25-33)
In those days, as John was fulfilling his course, he said, “Who do you suppose that I am? I am not
He. But behold, there comes One after me the shoes of whose feet I am not worthy to unloose.”
Men, brethren, children of the stock of Abraham, and those among you who fear God, to you is the
word of this salvation sent forth. For those who dwell in Jerusalem, and their rulers, because they
did not know Him, nor yet the voices of the prophets which are read on every Sabbath, fulfilled
these by condemning Him. And though they found no cause of death in Him, yet they asked Pilate
that He should be slain. And when they had fulfilled all the things that were written of Him, they
took Him down from the tree, and laid him in a tomb. But God raised Him from the dead; and for
many days He was seen by those who came up with Him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are now
His witnesses to the people. And we bring you the good news of the promise made to the fathers,
that God has fulfilled the same to us their children, in that He raised up Jesus again.
ص ِل
ُ أعوال الر
ِ
ُ  أّب؟ ىَغِّّٜ ٍَ ِْ رَحْ َغجَُ٘ أ:ُقُ٘هٝ ق
ُّ  ٍَ ِْ ال أعز َِحٛ ثَ ْؼ ِذِٜأرٝ بُٓ ٗى ِن ِْ ٕ٘راْٝذ أّب ئ
ق أُ أ ُح َّو
َ ِِ ِٔ طَفٞ٘ َحَّْب قضب َء َع ْؼٝ بً ى ََّب ثَيَ َغٝاأل
َ ْريلٜف
ِ
ُ
ْ َ ُنٌ أسْ ِعيْٞ َ ئى،ٌَْ ُنْٞ َزَّقَُُ٘ هللاَ ثٝ َِٝ ٌَ ٗاىزٕٞظ ىجشا
َّ
ٍَْٔٞ حزا َء قَ َذ.
اىشخب ُه
ِ ذ َميِ ََخُ ٕزا اىخالص
َ
ِ ْْ  ِخَِْٜاإلخ٘حُ ث
ِ ُّٖبٝ أ. َِٜ فْٞألُ اىغب ِم
ُ ٞ ٍِ َح،ٌُٕ ٌَ ٗسؤَعب َءٞأٗس َشي
ٔٞ أرَ َُّ٘ا ثبىقَضب ِء ػي،ذ
ؼشفُُ٘ٓ ٗالٝ
ٍ  موِّ َع ْجٜ فٚ رُ ْزيٜب ِء اىزٞأق٘اه األّج
َ
َ . َ ِد ُذٗاٝ ٌْ َٗ ٍَ َغ أٌَّّٖ ى
ِ ٌْ َْث ئٌَُّّٖ ى
ْ ظ
َّ َى
 قَج ٍْشٜضؼُُ٘ٓ ف
َ َٗ َٗ ػِ اىخَ َشجَ ِخ
َ ِ ٗىَ ََّب أرَ َُّ٘ا ُم َّو ٍب ُمز.ُقزَوٝ ُأ
َ ُالطٞ طَيَجُ٘ا ٍِ ِْ ث،د
ِ ََْ٘  ِٔ ٗال ِػيَّخً ىِ ْيْٞ َػي. ٍَُٔ نِ هللاَ أقب
ِ ُُٓ٘ أّضَ ى،ْٔت ػ
َّ ِت ث
أُ هللاَ قَ ْذ أرَّ ََُٔ ىْب
ٍِ ُٔط ِؼ ُذٗا ٍَ َؼ
َ َِٝشحً ىي َّزٞبٍب ً مثٝ أٙ ٗرَشاء،ِ األٍ٘ادٞث
ِ َُ ػْ َذ اىشؼٟ َُٕٗ ٌْ ُشٖ٘ ٌد ا،ٌَ ٞ أٗسشيٚو ئىٞاىدي
ِ
ِ ِْ ٍِ
ُ
.غ٘عٝ ًَ  ْئر أقب،ٌُّٕحِ أٗال َد
THE GOSPEL: Mark (6:14-30)
At that time, Jesus’ Name had become known, and King Herod heard of it. Some said, “John the
Baptizer has been raised from the dead; that is why these powers are at work in Him.” But others
said, “It is Elijah.” And others said, “It is a prophet, like one of the prophets of old.” But when
Herod heard of it he said, “John, whom I beheaded, has been raised.” For Herod had sent and
seized John, and bound him in prison for the sake of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because

he had married her. For John said to Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.”
And Herodias had a grudge against him, and wanted to kill him. But she could not, for Herod
feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and kept him safe. When he heard
him, he was much perplexed; and yet he heard him gladly. But an opportunity came when Herod
on his birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers and officers and the leading men of Galilee. For
when Herodias’ daughter came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests; and the king said
to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will grant it.” And he vowed to her, “Whatever
you ask me, I will give you, even half of my kingdom.” And she went out, and said to her mother,
“What shall I ask?” And she said, “The head of John the Baptizer.” And she came in immediately
with haste to the king, and asked, saying, “I want you to give me at once the head of John the
Baptist on a platter.” And the king was exceedingly sorry; but because of his oaths and his guests
he did not want to break his word to her. And immediately the king sent a soldier of the guard and
gave orders to bring his head. He went and beheaded him in the prison, and brought his head on a
platter, and gave it to the girl; and the girl gave it to her mother. When his disciples heard of it,
they came and took his body, and laid it in a tomb. The Apostles returned to Jesus, and told him
all that they had done and taught.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & EVENTS:
ANNUAL LEBANESE FESTIVAL: Saturday, August 28th, from 12pm-10pm.
Courthouse Square: Downtown Redwood City, Redwood City, CA. Free admission and
parking.
ST. NICHOLAS CHURCH ANNUAL FESTIVAL RAFFLE TICKETS: $50 Per ticket.
Please contact Elias Batshon (650) 580-7185
ST. NICHOLAS CHURCH ANNUAL FOOD FESTIVAL: October 2nd and 3rd. More
info to come.
ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL DALY CITY: October 10th. More info to
come.

TREE OF LIFE:
We have updated our Tree of Life in the back of our Church. If you
would like to donate an engraved Leaf to place on the Tree in
memory of your loved one, please contact the Church office.

Metropolitan Anthony
On Confession

When we come to Confession we come to meet a friend face to face. We are not coming to
be judged and condemned. We do not come in terror of what will happen. We come to the One
who, being God, beyond suffering, beyond death, has chosen, for the love of us, to become Man,
to take upon Himself all our human destiny and to give His life for us. His life, His death are to
us evidence that we are so loved of God that we can come up to Him whether we are good or bad
with hope that He will receive us with open arms; that if anyone is to cry over our unworthiness
and our sins it is Him, for compassion, for pity, for love - with a readiness, as He said in a vision
to one of the saints, that if there was only one sinner in the world He would again become Man
and again die for him, because He cannot endure the thought of anyone perishing.
This is the God, the Christ, to Whom we come when we come to Confession - to the One
who is open to us with all His life and death; One who waits for us to come to be healed, to be
consoled, to be supported - not to be condemned, not to be judged.
And then, what is the role of the priest? In the prayer which is read before Confession we
are told, 'I am but a witness'. What does it mean? A witness to what? To the fact that you have
come? That would not be enough. But if you think of what witnesses are: there are accidental,
occasional witnesses. You are present in the street when an accident takes place. You are asked:
what did happen? You are neither in favor of the ones or the others. You are just telling what
your eyes have seen. It's for others to judge and to know.
There are other forms of witness. At times a friend of ours is brought to judgment. And we
come to defend him, to testify for him, to save him. That's another kind of witness.

And then there is the witness which the Holy Gospel mentions speaking of St. John the
Baptist: as the friend of the Bridegroom, the one who comes to the wedding, invited both by the
bride and the bridegroom, because he is the nearest, the closest, to them both. And he is there to
share their joy, the miracle of their encounter, the miracle of a blessing that will come upon them
and out of two make one, unite them so that they are inseparable forever in the mystery of
eternal love, of divine love shared with them.
This is the position of the priest. He is called by Christ to be before the person, the sinner, a
witness to the fact that he, the sinner, is loved, that Christ is there, that He has no other desire or
intention but the salvation and the joy eternal of the one who has come today. And the priest
comes also in the name of the sinner saying: Christ, my God, our Lord, this person has sinned,
yes, but look, he trusts in You, he believes in You, we all love him with the same love as You
possess. We are prepared to give our lives for him to be reconciled and find peace and joy and be
at one with You, our Lord, our God, our Savior, our Lover.
When you come to Confession next time, think of these things. Think of the way you come:
not with fear of punishment or of rejection but with open heart to pour out everything evil or
doubtful there is in this heart. And Christ will receive you. Your confession may be to Him a
new crucifixion but He accepts it. He doesn't reject it. He does not reject you. Come, open your
heart, speak in all truth to Him, knowing that you are loved beyond judgment, to the point of
sacrifice and death: His death, and your life - life in time and life eternal.
قطع رأس يوحٌا الوعوداى
ِٞ٘حْب اىَؼَذاُ قذ قبً ٍِ ثٝ ُغ٘ع فقبه اٝ شٗدط عَغ ثخجشٕٞ ُ أٚو ٍشقظ ػيٞخبء ٕزا اىخجش ػْذ ٍشقظ ٍذاٗسح ار ّض ئّد
"بٝشٗدٕٞ"  اىغدِ؟ اىد٘اة ألُ اىَيل رض ّٗجٜ٘حْب ٗصخّٔ فٝ شٗدط أٍغلٕٞ  ىَبرا.ُخ ػِ قزو اىَؼَذاٝ اىشٗاٜ ثٌ رأر،األٍ٘اد
."يجظٞٔ فٞاٍشأح أخ

اٍشأح أخ ٔٞفٞيجظ".
ّ
ٍب اىخطأ ف ٜرىل؟ ىْفزشع أُ أخبٓ مبُ حٞب .ئر راكٝ ،نُ٘ ٕزا صّب .أٍب ئرا مبّذ ٕٞشٗدٝب ٍطيقخ فضٗاخٖب ٝخبىف ششٝؼخ ٍ٘عٚ
اىقبئيخ" :ػ٘سح اٍشأح أخٞل ال رنشف" (الٗٗ .) 16:18 ِٞٝى٘ مبُ صٗخٖب ٍٞزب ٝنُ٘ اىضٗاج ٍخبىفب ىيْبٍ٘ط ئُ مبُ ػْذٕب ٗىذ ئر
ٝق٘ه عفش اىزثْٞخ" :ارا عنِ ئخ٘ح ٍؼب ٍٗبد ٗاحذ ٌٍْٖ ٗىٞظ ىٔ اثِ فال رظش اٍشأح اىَٞذ اى ٚخبسج ىشخو أخْج.)5:25( ."ٜ
ثْظش اىَؼَذاُ مبُ ف ٜاألٍش صّب اٗ ٍخبىفخ طشٝحخ ىيْبٍ٘ط.
ّزح ػِ ٕزا اىزأّٞت ىيَيل أُ ٕٞشٗدٝب عؼذ اى ٚقزو اىْج .ٜغٞش أُ اىَيل "مبُ ٝخبف ٍِ ٘ٝحْب ىؼئَ ثأّٔ سخو ثبس ٗق ّذٝظ
ٗٝحبفع ػيٝٗ ."ٔٞقـ٘ه اإلّدٞو اٝضًب اُ اىَيل مبُ "ٝغَغ اى٘ٝ ٚحْب ثبّجغبط" ٍب ٝؼْ ٜأّٔ مبُ ٝزش ّدد ػي ٚاىجالط ٗىنْٔ اّقغٌ
داخيٞب ػِ ٕزٓ اىظذاقخ ثغجت عق٘ط اىَيل األخالق ّ.ٜ
فٕ ٜزا اىد٘ "طْغ ٕٞشٗدط فٍ٘ ٜىذٓ ػشبء ىنجبس اىََينخ"ٗ ،خبءد اثْخ ٕٞشٗٝب ٗسقظذ سقظب فشدًٝب ال ثذ أّٔ مبُ خيٞؼب
ٗأَػدجذ اىَيلٗ .ثبق ٜاىقظخ عشدٓ اىنزبة اإلىٖ .ٜفقزو اىَيُ ٞ
ل ٘ٝحْب اىَؼَذاُ .ثٌ دفِ خثخ ٘ٝحْب رالٍٞزٓٗ ،ال ّؼشف شٞئب ػْٖب،
ٗال ػِ سأعٔ ّؼشف شٞئبٗ .رضػٌ مْبئظ ػذٝذح ف ٜاىؼبىٌ أُ ػْذٕب ٕزا اىشأطٗ ،ىنِ ىٞظ شٜء ٍِ ٕزا أمٞذا .األغيت أُ اىدثَبُ
مئ ُدفِ ف ٜفيغطٗ ِٞاّذثشد اىَؼبىٌ.
اىذسط اىز ٛىْب ٍِ ٕزٓ اىحبدثخ أُ اىْجٝ ٜق٘ه اىحق ىينجٞش ٗاىظغٞش ٗال ٝخش ٚأحذا حفبظب ٍْٔ ػي ٚميَخ هللا .هللا ال اىَي٘ك ٗال
اىؼظَبء ٗحذٓ اىَطبع .اىذسط اٟخش أُ ٕٞشٗدط مبُ أٗال ضحٞخ اىطؼبً ٗاىغنشٗٗ ،قغ ثبّٞب ف ٜشٖ٘ح اىؼ .ُ٘ٞمو ٕزا ٍدزَؼب
قزو اىَؼَذاُ.
ّ
اىخالطخ ٍِ ٕزا مئ أّل ئُ مْذَ ئّغبّب سٗحبّٞب ال رُغبٝش احذا .ريً٘ أثبك اٗ ئخ٘رل اٗ أطذقبءك ثق٘ح ميَخ هللا ألّل رشٝذٌٕ أُ
ٝزْقّ٘ا ٍِ مو خطٞئخ اقزشفٕ٘ب .أّذ ال رحت أحذا ػي ٚهللا ألّل رنُ٘ قذ عيَّزٔ اى ٚاىشٞطبُ اىز ٛأغشآَٝ .نِ أُ رَ٘د ألّل قيذ
ثغفل د ٍِل مَب رَدّذ ثشٖبد ِح مالٍل.
اىحقٞقخ .شٖبدح اىذً رفشع ّفغٖب حزٝ ٚزَدّذ هللا
ِ
ٍِ ٕزٓ اىخالطخ اٝضب أُ "شٖ٘ح اىؼٗ ُ٘ٞشٖ٘ح اىدغذ" مَب ٝغ َّٖٞب ٘ٝحْب اإلّدٞي ٜف ٜسعبىزٔ اىدبٍؼخ األٗى ٚرُجٞذ طبحجٖب
َٗٝنِ أُ ردؼئ قبرال .اىخطٞئخ ىٖب أثش ػيٍ ٚشرنجٖب ٗىٖب أثش ف ٜاىْف٘ط .ال رَ ّش مَشٗس اىشٝح .اىخطٞئخ سٕٞجخ اٝضب ألّٖب رُ٘ىّذ
خطٞئبد أخش.ٙ
قطغ سأط ٘ٝحْب دػ٘ح مو ٗاحذ ٍْب اى ٚاىز٘ثخ.
الوطراى جاورجيوس

SAINT NICHOLAS ORTHODOX CHURCH
BANQUET HALL
The Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church Banquet Hall is the perfect venue for your next wedding reception,
baptism, graduation, birthday, or conference. We offer a range of professional banquet and catering
services for making any event a very personal experience for our community. Our vast and eclectic menu
showcases a variety of banquet menu options and premium beverages. Our friendly and professionally
trained staff will work with you to identify your needs, budget and develop the perfect event for you.
For more information contact our Church office at (415) 648-5200 or info@stnicholas-sf.com

Banquet Hall Amenities
Over 6000 square feet
Seating for up to 350 guests
200 square foot elevated stage
25ft x 25ft dance floor
Lighting & Sound
Bar available
Fully equipped industrial kitchen
On-site catering available with staff
External caterers are welcome
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware, silverware available
Event set up, tear down and cleaning services available
Complimentary parking lot
Wheelchair accessible

