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THE EPISTLE: 1 Corinthians. (9:2-12) 

Brethren, the seal of my apostleship are you in the Lord. My defense to those who would examine 

me is this: Do we have no authority regarding what to eat and what to drink? Do we have no 

authority to lead about a wife, who is a sister, as the rest of the apostles, even as the brethren of the 

Lord, and Cephas? Or is it only Barnabas and I who have no authority to refrain from working? 

Which soldier ever served at his own expense? Who plants a vineyard and does not eat the fruit 

thereof? Or who shepherds a flock and does not eat from the milk of the flock? Do I speak of these 

things according to human nature? Or does not the Law say the same also?  For it is written in the 

Law of Moses: “Thou shalt not muzzle an ox which treads out the grain.”  Is it for oxen that God 

cares, or does He say it altogether for our sakes? Indeed, for our sakes it was written: because he 

who plows ought to plow in hope, and he who threshes in hope, so that the same might partake in 

hope. If we have sown in you spiritual things, is it a great matter if we should reap your carnal 

things? If others are partakers of this authority over you, are we not even more? Nevertheless, we 

have not made use of this authority, but we endure all things, in order that we may cause no 

hindrance to the gospel of Christ. 
ًْثوسكو1  .رِ

ةِّ  ُْ فٟ اٌشَّ ْٔزُ َٛ أ َُ سِعبٌزٟ ُ٘ َّْ خبرَ حُ، ئ َٛ َٓ ٠فَْسَصَٕٟٛٔ .٠ب ئخْ َٛ ازْزدِبخٟ ػٕذَ اٌز٠ ب  .ٚ٘زا ُ٘ ًَ ٚٔشَْشَة؟َ أٌؼٍَََّٕ ْْ ٔأوُ َْ ٌَٕب أ ب لا عٍُطب أٌؼٍَََّٕ

، ٚئ ًِ شأحٍ أخُْذٍ وغبئشِِ اٌشعُ ِْ ْْ ٔدَُٛيَ ثب َْ ٌٕب أ ْٓ ٠زَدَََّٕذُ لا عٍُطب َِ ؟  ًَ ْْ لا ٔشَْزغَِ َْ ٌٕب أ ٍْطب َْ أٔب ٚثشَٔبثب ٚزْذَٔب لا عُ ةِّ ٚصَفب؟ أ خٛحِ اٌشَّ

ِٓ ا ْٓ ٌجََ ِِ  ًُ ْٓ ٠شَْػٝ لط١َؼبً ٚلا ٠أوُ َِ ِٖ؟ أٚ  شِ َّ ْٓ ثَ ِِ  ًُ ْٓ ٠غَْشِطُ وَشِْبً ٚلا ٠أوُ َِ ِٗ؟  ُُ ثِٙزا لظَُّ ٚإٌفمَخَُ ػٍٝ ٔفَغِ ثسَِغَتِ ٌمط١َغ؟ أٌؼٍََّٟ أرىٍََّ

ساً داسِعبً  ْٛ َُّ ثَ ُ وُزتَِ فٟ ٔبِٛطِ ِٛعٝ "لا رىَُ َْ ١ٌْظَ إٌبِٛطُ أ٠ضبً ٠مٛيُ ٘زا؟ فأَِّٗ َْ لبيَ رٌهَِ .اٌجشش٠َّخِ؟ أَ ُٗ اٌث١شاْ؟ أَ ُّ ًَّ اللهُ رُِّٙ " أٌؼ

ْْ ٠سَْشُ  ٍْسبسِسِ أَ ْٕجغَٟ ٌِ َ٠ ُ ب وُزتَِ ِٓ أخٍِٕب. لأَّٔٗ ًْ ئَّّٔ َْ شش٠ىبً فٟ ِٓ أخٍِٕب لا ِسبٌخ؟َ ثَ ْْ ٠ىَٛ خبءِ أ خبءِ، ٌٍِٚذاسِطِ ػٍٝ اٌشَّ سَ ػٍٝ اٌشَّ

خبء َْ ٠َ  .اٌشَّ َْ آخَشٚ ْْ وب ُُ اٌدغذ٠َِّبد؟ ئ ْٕىُ ِِ ْْ ٔسَْصُذَ  ُْ ػَظ١ّبً أ ُْ اٌشٚز١َِّبدِ، أف١ََىَٛ ُٓ لذَْ صَسَػْٕب ٌىَُ ْْ وُٕبّ ٔسَْ ِْ ئ َْ فٟ اٌغٍطب شْزشِوٛ

ٌٝ؟ ٌىَِ  ْٚ َّغ١رػ١ٍىُُ، أفٍَغَْٕب ٔسٓ أَ ًَّ شٟءٍ ٌئَِّلا ٔغَُجِّتَ رؼ٠َْٛمبً ِب ٌجِشِبسَحِ اٌ ًُ وُ ِّ ًْ ٔسَْزَ ، ثَ َْ ٍطب ًْ ٘زَا اٌغُّ ِّ ُْ ٔغَْزؼَْ  .َّٕب ٌَ

IMPORTANT NOTICE:  

CHURCH IS OPEN! If you plan to attend, please make sure to wear a mask when you walk 

inside. Please don’t attend if you’re feeling sick. We pray for the good health, well-being, and 

safety of everyone. God bless! 

 

THE GOSPEL: Matthew. (18:23-35) 

The Lord spoke this parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to 

settle accounts with his servants. When he began the reckoning, one was brought to him who owed 

wifeHerod heard of it he said, “John, whom I beheaded, has been raised.”  For Herod had sent and 



 

  

 هَتىّ 
ثً: َّ ةُّ ٘زَا اٌ ْْ ٠سُبعِتَ ػج١ذَُٖ  لبيَ اٌشَّ ٍىِبً أسادَ أ َِ ِٗ ػشْشَحُ  .٠شُْجُِٗ ٍِىٛدُ اٌغّبٚادِ ئٔغبٔبً  ِٗ ٚازِذٌ ػ١ٍ ب ثذََأَ ثبٌّسبعجخِ، أزُضِشَ ئ١ٌ َّّ فٍََ

ًُّ ِب ٌُٗ ٠ُٚٛفَٝ ػُٕٗ  .آلافِ ٚصٔخٍ  ْْ ٠جُبعَ ٘ٛ ٚاِشأرَُُٗ ٚأٚلادُُٖ ٚوُ شَ ع١ِّذُُٖ أ َِ ْٓ ٌَُٗ ِب ٠ُٛفِٟ، أَ ُْ ٠ىُ فخََشَّ رٌهَِ اٌؼجْذُ عبخذاً ٌٗ لبئلِاً:  .ٚئرْ ٌَ

َّٟ فأُٚف١ِهَ  ًْ ػٍََ َّٙ َّ ًَّ ِب ٌهََ  رَ رشََنَ ٌَُٗ اٌذ٠َْٓ .و َٚ ِٗ ِذ٠ْٛٔبً ٌَُٗ  .فشََقَّ ع١َِّذُ رٌهَِ اٌؼجْذِ ٚأطٍْمََُٗ،  ْٓ سُفمَبئِ ِِ خَذَ ػجْذاً  َٚ ٚثؼذَ ِب خَشَجَ رٌهَِ اٌؼجْذُ، 

غَىَُٗ ٚأخَزَ  ِْ ، فأُٚ ثّئخَِ د٠ٕبسٍ، فأ َّٟ ًْ ػٍََ َّٙ َّ ِٗ لبئلِاً: رَ ِٗ، ٚطٍَتََ ئ١ٌْ ١ْ َِ فِٕٟ ِب ٌٟ ػ١ٍْهَ. فخََشَّ رٌهَِ اٌؼجْذُ ػٍٝ لذ ْٚ ًَّ ِب ٠خَْٕمُُُٗ لبئلِاً: أ ف١هَ وُ

٠ْٓ .ٌهََ  َٟ اٌذَّ ِٓ ززٝ ٠ُٛفِ طشََزَُٗ فٟ اٌغدْ َٚ ضَٝ  َِ َٚ ، زَضُِٔٛا خِذّاً  .فأَثََٝ،  َْ ب سأٜ سُفمَبؤُُٖ ِب وب َّّ ًِّ ِب وبْفٍَ ُْ ثىُِ ٛا ع١ِّذَُ٘ ُّ  .ٚخبءُٚا فأػٍََْ

 َّٟ َْ ػ١ٍهَ رشََوْزُُٗ ٌهََ لأَّٔهَ طٍَجَْذَ ئٌَ ًُّ ِب وب ب اٌؼَجْذُ اٌشش٠ّشُ! وُ ْٔذَ أ٠ضبً  .ز١ٕئزٍِ دَػبُٖ ع١َِّذُُٖ ٚلبيَ ٌَُٗ: أ٠َُّٙ َُ أَ ْْ رشَْزَ ْٕجغَٟ ٌهََ أ َ٠ َْ بَ وب َّ أف

غَ  َٚ زهَُ أٔب؟  ّْ ِٗ سف١مهََ وَّب سَزِ َٟ خ١ّغَ ِب ٌُٗ ػ١ٍ َٓ ززٝ ٠ُٛفِ ث١ دَفؼََُٗ ئٌٝ اٌّؼزِّ َٚ ُْ  .ضِتَ ع١ِّذُُٖ،  ٌَ ْْ ُْ ئ ُّٞ ٠صَْٕغَُ ثىُِ فٙىََزا أثٟ اٌغّبٚ

 ِٗ ِٗ صلاَّرِ ًُّ ٚازِذٍ لأخ١ ُْ وُ ْٓ لٍُٛثىُِ ِِ  .رزَْشُوٛا 

 

TREE OF LIFE:  

We have updated our Tree of Life in the back of our Church. If you 

would like to donate an engraved Leaf to place on the Tree in memory 

of your loved one, please contact the Church office.  

him ten thousand talents; and as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, with his wife 

and children and all that he had, and payment to be made. So the servant fell on his knees, 

imploring him, „Lord, have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.‟ And out of pity for 

him the lord of that servant released him and forgave him the debt. But that same servant, as he 

went out, came upon one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him 

by the throat he said, „Pay what you owe.‟ So his fellow servant fell down and besought him, 

„Have patience with me, and I will pay you.‟ He refused and went and put him in prison until he 

should pay the debt. When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly 

distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord 

summoned him and said to him, „You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you 

besought me; and should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?‟ 

And in anger his lord delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. So also My 

heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.”  

  

ANNOUNCEMENTS & EVENTS: 

 ST. NICHOLAS CHURCH ANNUAL FESTIVAL RAFFLE TICKETS: $50 Per ticket. 

Please contact Elias Batshon (650) 580-7185 

 ST. NICHOLAS CHURCH ANNUAL FOOD FESTIVAL: October 2
nd

 and 3
rd

. More 

info to come. 

 ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL DALY CITY: October 10
th

. More info to 

come. 

 ALTAR CANDLE OFFERING: 

 Offered by Almaza Tannous and her children: Mike, Hani, Christine, Gihan, and their 

families, in loving memory of Margret Hanhan, Charles and Asal Tannous, and Josef 

Hanhan. 

Memory Their Memory Be Eternal! 

 

Metropolitan Anthony 

Today‟s gospel is about mercy, and it seems to us so often from the experience we have of our 

earthly relationships that the gap between justice and mercy is almost unbridgeable. It seems that 

the two are in contradiction. Don't we always fall into the trap of being unjust when we try to be 

merciful and so hard when we try to observe mercy. Did not one of the great writers of the past 

say that a judge is at the same time below the level of man and above the level of man: above – 

because he has a power which is superhuman to judge and to condemn, below – because it is not 



 

  

because he has a power which is superhuman to judge and to condemn, below – because it is not 

given him to have mercy. 

And yet Holy Scripture teaches us that in God justice and mercy have met. But the justice which 

we find in God is so different from the kind of justice which we try to apply. For us to observe 

justice is to pass a right judgment and then either to revoke it or to pardon but without being able 

within ourselves to reconcile compassion and severity. So often when we want to be just, severe, 

we must force our heart to be silent. Such is not the way of God. Christ says in the Gospel that our 

justice must be beyond the justice of Scribes and Pharisees, beyond the people who try to be 

righteous before God, who try to be spotless before Him. 

What is God‟s justice? We can see it in the Old Testament and the New Testament in a way 

which at times may frighten us, that the justice of God consists first of all – and this is perhaps the 

most frightening example Christ gives us – in recognizing for everybody the right to be himself 

even if he is in the wrong, even if he follows evil ways. Oh, it does not mean that we can come to 

terms with evil, accept the ways of it, but we must learn to distinguish, as God does, between an 

evil deed and a person, between the sickness unto death of a person wounded by sin and possessed 

of evil, and a person whom God has willed and loved into the world and for whom He proved 

ready to live and to die. God knows how to distinguish. One of the most frightening and striking 

examples of it can be found in the very beginning of human history when Cain murders his brother 

Abel and then feels that not only God‟s rejection but man's hatred will hunt him down. And the 

Lord says to him, „I will put My seal on thy forehead and no one will kill you.‟ And by doing this 

God recognizes that He has given freedom, a frightening freedom to man and that He is to 

guarantee the freedom and even its misuse – but not only that. 

If that was the case, then God would be responsible for all the evil of the world and we could 

condemn Him for all the suffering that is ours, for all the horror that has been in human history. 

But there is one more thing God does. He takes upon Himself all the consequences of deliberate or 

foolish human choices. He takes them upon Himself and carries the consequences upon His 

shoulders. Christ's incarnation, the incarnation of the Son of God, the life, the suffering, the death, 

the dereliction upon the Cross, the descent into hell of Christ, the Son of the Living God become 

the Son of Man, are different manners in which God covers, takes upon Himself the consequences 

of human evil and evil in the world. His justice consists in accepting the other one on his own 

terms but also in paying the cost of human folly and human evil. 

And here love, sacrificial love and justice as we do not either understand or exercise it meet in a 

way which can frighten. To recognize in another person even when this person is endangering our 

integrity, our life, a human being whom we are called to take upon ourselves and carry and save, is 

something which few achieve. I have mentioned to a certain number of you the story of a woman 

of this parish who is now coming step by step to her death. When she was young she was taken to 

prison in the course of the Russian Revolution. She underwent interrogations, and one night when 

she had been interrogated for hours and hours and felt that she could no longer endure it, she felt 

that she must break the spell even if she must suffer for it, even if it meant punishment... and she 

turned to her interrogator ready to challenge, to insult him, but make an end to this endless 

torment. And suddenly she saw on the other side of the interrogation table a man pale, grey with 

tiredness, with anguish on his face because he was exhausted. And she suddenly saw him as a 

human being, not an enemy but one whom the cruel circumstances of human history had put on 

one side of the table while she was on the other. And having seen him a human being, she smiled 

answer now with patience to a man and be gradually drawn to her tomb without hatred, without 

 



 

 
 

bitterness in an act of surrender. 

This is a great example, but it is not taken from the Scriptures, which seems so often remote, nor 

from the lives of saints, which seem to be beyond us, but from the life of a woman who is one of 

us. Can't we understand that the first act of justice which may lead us to stern action unto salvation 

of the evildoer, is first of all to recognize in him the right, to hate in him the evil that possesses 

him, to hate in him all that is destruction in him, but to serve him, indeed to worship him, to serve 

him as we would serve our God, to serve him unto salvation. The distance between justice and 

mercy seems to be infinitely great in our lives. We must learn to discover what it means to love 

unto salvation and to be just with the crucified love of the living God, which He has left with us as 

our most precious and holy gift, the Church. 

  هي ًشرة رعيتي  - «علوّوهن أى يحفظوا جويع ها أوصيتكن به» 

ّْ اٌشةّ ٘ٛ اٌّٛصٟ  ًّ ِٓ رٍمّٝ ِب أٚصٝ ثٗ اٌشةّ، ٠ؼٕٟ أ ّْ رؼ١ُّ اٌزؼ١ٍُ ٚخؼٍٗ ِشبػًب ٌى ًّ ِب ػذا ئ َّٛصٝ ٚاٌٛص١خّ، ٚو ٚاٌ

ب ِٓ دْٚ أْ رىْٛ فٟ زضشرٗ. وٓ  ًّ ّٞ ٚاٌّىزٛة. لا ٠ّىٕه أْ رجذأ رؼ١ٍ ّٟ ٚاٌشفٛ رٌه لا ٠ذخً اٌزؼ١ٍُ. اٌّغ١ر ٘ٛ اٌىزبة اٌس

ّٟ سازذ اٌٛوبٌخ ثسضٛس الأصبٌخ، ئ ب خبءٖ اٌّبء اٌس ّّ ذ إٌبط، ٌٚـ ّّ ّْ اٌغ١ذّ أساد و١ٛزٕبّ اٌّؼّذاْ اٌزٞ الزسُ اٌؼبٌُ ثبٌّبء ١ٌؼ لّا أ

 «.٘زا ٘ٛ اثٕٟ اٌسج١ت اٌزٞ ثٗ عشسد»١ٌٛزٕبّ أْ ٠ىًّ ِب ثذأ ثٗ، ٌٚٛ ػب٠ٓ خبرّخ عؼ١ٗ ٚشٙذ ٚػب٠ٓ ٚعّغ: 

ِٓ ف١ِٕبَ»ز١ٓ وزت ثٌٛظ اٌشعٛي ئٌٝ ر١ٍّزٖ ر١ّٛثبٚط:  بوِ ٌْمذُُطِ اٌغَّ ٚذِ ا بٌسَِخَ ثبٌِشُّ د٠ِؼَخَ اٌصَّ َٛ ٌْ ٞ لا (. أ١٤: ١ر١ّٛثبٚط ٢« )ازِْفظَِ ا

رذخً ِب رغّؼٗ ثأرٔه ِٚب ٠ٍح لٍجه، ثً ار٘ت ئٌٝ اٌىلاَ اٌصبٌر اٌزٞ وبٔذ رسفظٗ اٌؼزساء فٟ لٍجٙب، اِطِ ئٌٝ اٌشٚذ اٌمذط 

 اٌغبوٓ ف١ه، ٚ٘ٛ ٠ضغ اٌىلاَ ػٍٝ فّه، ٚ٘ٛ اٌزٞ ٠غذّد خطٛاره ٠ٚٙذ٠ه.

ّٟ ئ١ٍ٠بّ، ٚوٓ لا رىٓ فظبًّ فٟ رؼ١ٍّه ف١ٕفش ػٕه إٌبط، ٚلا رىٓ ِزغٍطّبً ف١خبفه اٌّغزّ ؼْٛ، ثً وٓ وبٌٕغ١ُ اٌزٞ ثٗ رىٍُّ الله ِغ إٌج

ّْ ِجزغبن ٘ٛ ٚخٗ اٌغ١ذّ ٚاٌٛلٛف فٟ زضشرٗ. ٍه، لأ ُِ  ٔبسًا وّشوجزٗ لا رؼ١ٕه أسض أٚ 

ّٟ ِب صاي ٠ٛاوت زشوخ اٌس١بح. ار٘ت ئ١ٌٗ ثصذق ٌزىزشف ِب رشوٗ ا٢ثبء ِٓ وٕٛص، وزبثخ أٚ ّٔظ ّْ اٌزم١ٍذ اٌىٕغ  وٓ ػٍٝ ثمخ ثأ

 ّْ ، ُٚ٘ ئر ٠ٕمٍٛٔٗ ئ١ٌٕب فٍىٟ ٔسفظٗ ٚٔؼًّ ثٙذ٠ٗ. وبْ ٠ٛزٕبّ اٌّؼّذاْ ٠ؼشف أ ّٟ  ز١بح. ٌمذ زفظٛا ِب زٍّٗ ٌُٙ ا٢ثبء ٚاٌزشاس اٌىٕغ

، دٚاخً  ّٟ ّْ ِؼّٛد٠زٗ رطبي اٌؼّك الإٔغبٔ ذوُ ثبٌّبء ٚاٌشٚذ، لأ ّّ ذ ثٗ ٠ٕمصٗ اٌشٚذ، ئر لبي: ع١أرٟ ثؼذٞ ِٓ ٠ؼ ّّ اٌّبء اٌزٞ ٠ؼ

ّٓ اٌّبء ٚاٌشٚذ ٠صٕؼبْ ِٕه خ١ٍمخ خذ٠ذح لأٔهّ ٌجغذ اٌّغ١ر.الإٔغبْ.   اٌّبء ٠طٙشّ اٌدغذ، ٌى

ٌجظ ٠ٛزٕب اٌّؼّذاْ اٌّغ١ر، فدبء لطغ سأعٗ رث١سخ، لبطؼًب ثبعزمبِخ وٍّخ اٌسكّ. وٍّٕب ٠ٛزٕبّ فٟ ِبئ١زّٕب ٚعؼ١ٕب ئٌٝ أْ ٠سشّوٕب 

 ٕب ٚرب١ٌبً فٟ خذِخ ا٢خش.اٌشٚذ شب٘ذ٠ٓ ٌسضٛس اٌغ١ذّ ث١ٕٕب، فٟ ث١ٛرٕب ٚفٟ ِإعّغبر

 



 

SAINT NICHOLAS ORTHODOX CHURCH 
BANQUET HALL 

 
The Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church Banquet Hall is the perfect venue for your next wedding reception, 

baptism, graduation, birthday, or conference. We offer a range of professional banquet and catering 

services for making any event a very personal experience for our community. Our vast and eclectic menu 

showcases a variety of banquet menu options and premium beverages. Our friendly and professionally 

trained staff will work with you to identify your needs, budget and develop the perfect event for you. 

For more information contact our Church office at (415) 648-5200 or info@stnicholas-sf.com 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Banquet Hall Amenities 
 

Over 6000 square feet 

Seating for up to 350 guests 

200 square foot elevated stage 

25ft x 25ft dance floor 

Lighting & Sound 

Bar available 

Fully equipped industrial kitchen 

On-site catering available with staff 

External caterers are welcome 

Tables, chairs, linens, flatware, silverware available 

Event set up, tear down and cleaning services available 

Complimentary parking lot 

Wheelchair accessible 

Good Friday Flowers $50 (Minimum Donation) per Bouquet 

 الزهور لتزييي ًعش الوسيح يوم الجوعت العظيوت
Name:_______________________________________________________________________________ الأسن 

Phone Number____________________________________________________________________ رقن التلفوى 

Donation($):__________________________________________________________________________________الوبلغ              

Message:_________________________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Good Friday flowers:  Dear Parishioners: To avoid misspelling the names, please do not call the church 

office. Mail or email the names along with the donation or put it in the tray on Sunday in an envelope with 

your name & write a memo that this donation is for the “Bier of Christ”. Thank you for your cooperation. 
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