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Sunday, September 5, 2021
Prophet Zachariah, father of the Forerunner

IMPORTANT NOTICE:
CHURCH IS OPEN! If you plan to attend, please make sure to wear a mask when you walk
inside. Please don’t attend if you’re feeling sick. \We pray for the good health, well-being, and
safety of everyone. God bless!

THE EPISTLE: 1 Corinthians. (9:2-12)
Brethren, the seal of my apostleship are you in the Lord. My defense to those who would examine
me is this: Do we have no authority regarding what to eat and what to drink? Do we have no
authority to lead about a wife, who is a sister, as the rest of the apostles, even as the brethren of the
Lord, and Cephas? Or is it only Barnabas and | who have no authority to refrain from working?
Which soldier ever served at his own expense? Who plants a vineyard and does not eat the fruit
thereof? Or who shepherds a flock and does not eat from the milk of the flock? Do | speak of these
things according to human nature? Or does not the Law say the same also? For it is written in the
Law of Moses: “Thou shalt not muzzle an ox which treads out the grain.” Is it for oxen that God
cares, or does He say it altogether for our sakes? Indeed, for our sakes it was written: because he
who plows ought to plow in hope, and he who threshes in hope, so that the same might partake in
hope. If we have sown in you spiritual things, is it a great matter if we should reap your carnal
things? If others are partakers of this authority over you, are we not even more? Nevertheless, we
have not made use of this authority, but we endure all things, in order that we may cause no
hindrance to the gospel of Christ.
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THE GOSPEL : Matthew. (18:23-35)
The Lord spoke this parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to

settle accounts with his servants. When he began the reckoning, one was brought to him who owed




him ten thousand talents; and as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, with his wife
and children and all that he had, and payment to be made. So the servant fell on his knees,

out of pity for imploring him, ‘Lord, have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.” And
him the lord of that servant released him and forgave him the debt. But that same servant, as he
went out, came upon one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him
by the throat he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ So his fellow servant fell down and besought him,
‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.” He refused and went and put him in prison until he
should pay the debt. When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly
distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord
summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you
besought me; and should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’
And in anger his lord delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. So also My
heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.”
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & EVENTS:
% ST.NICHOLAS CHURCH ANNUAL FESTIVAL RAFFLE TICKETS: $50 Per ticket.
Please contact Elias Batshon (650) 580-7185
< ST.NICHOLAS CHURCH ANNUAL FOOD FESTIVAL: October 2" and 3™. More
info to come.
» ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL DALY CITY: October 10™. More info to
come.

ALTAR CANDLE OFFERING:
«»  Offered by Almaza Tannous and her children: Mike, Hani, Christine, Gihan, and their
families, in loving memory of Margret Hanhan, Charles and Asal Tannous, and Josef
Hanhan.
Memory Their Memory Be Eternal!

TREE OF LIFE:
We have updated our Tree of Life in the back of our Church. If you
would like to donate an engraved Leaf to place on the Tree in memory
of your loved one, please contact the Church office.

Metropolitan Anthony

Today’s gospel is about mercy, and it seems to us so often from the experience we have of our
earthly relationships that the gap between justice and mercy is almost unbridgeable. It seems that
the two are in contradiction. Don't we always fall into the trap of being unjust when we try to be
merciful and so hard when we try to observe mercy. Did not one of the great writers of the past
say that a judge is at the same time below the level of man and above the level of man: above —




because he has a power which is superhuman to judge and to condemn, below — because it is not
given him to have mercy.

And yet Holy Scripture teaches us that in God justice and mercy have met. But the justice which
we find in God is so different from the kind of justice which we try to apply. For us to observe
justice is to pass a right judgment and then either to revoke it or to pardon but without being able
within ourselves to reconcile compassion and severity. So often when we want to be just, severe,
we must force our heart to be silent. Such is not the way of God. Christ says in the Gospel that our
justice must be beyond the justice of Scribes and Pharisees, beyond the people who try to be
righteous before God, who try to be spotless before Him.

What is God’s justice? We can see it in the Old Testament and the New Testament in a way
which at times may frighten us, that the justice of God consists first of all —and this is perhaps the
most frightening example Christ gives us — in recognizing for everybody the right to be himself
even if he is in the wrong, even if he follows evil ways. Oh, it does not mean that we can come to
terms with evil, accept the ways of it, but we must learn to distinguish, as God does, between an
evil deed and a person, between the sickness unto death of a person wounded by sin and possessed
of evil, and a person whom God has willed and loved into the world and for whom He proved
ready to live and to die. God knows how to distinguish. One of the most frightening and striking
examples of it can be found in the very beginning of human history when Cain murders his brother
Abel and then feels that not only God’s rejection but man's hatred will hunt him down. And the
Lord says to him, ‘I will put My seal on thy forehead and no one will kill you.” And by doing this
God recognizes that He has given freedom, a frightening freedom to man and that He is to
guarantee the freedom and even its misuse — but not only that.

If that was the case, then God would be responsible for all the evil of the world and we could
condemn Him for all the suffering that is ours, for all the horror that has been in human history.
But there is one more thing God does. He takes upon Himself all the consequences of deliberate or
foolish human choices. He takes them upon Himself and carries the consequences upon His
shoulders. Christ's incarnation, the incarnation of the Son of God, the life, the suffering, the death,
the dereliction upon the Cross, the descent into hell of Christ, the Son of the Living God become
the Son of Man, are different manners in which God covers, takes upon Himself the consequences
of human evil and evil in the world. His justice consists in accepting the other one on his own
terms but also in paying the cost of human folly and human evil.

And here love, sacrificial love and justice as we do not either understand or exercise it meet in a
way which can frighten. To recognize in another person even when this person is endangering our
integrity, our life, a human being whom we are called to take upon ourselves and carry and save, is
something which few achieve. | have mentioned to a certain number of you the story of a woman
of this parish who is now coming step by step to her death. When she was young she was taken to
prison in the course of the Russian Revolution. She underwent interrogations, and one night when
she had been interrogated for hours and hours and felt that she could no longer endure it, she felt
that she must break the spell even if she must suffer for it, even if it meant punishment... and she
turned to her interrogator ready to challenge, to insult him, but make an end to this endless
torment. And suddenly she saw on the other side of the interrogation table a man pale, grey with
tiredness, with anguish on his face because he was exhausted. And she suddenly saw him as a
human being, not an enemy but one whom the cruel circumstances of human history had put on
one side of the table while she was on the other. And having seen him a human being, she smiled
answer now with patience to a man and be gradually drawn to her tomb without hatred, without




bitterness in an act of surrender.

This is a great example, but it is not taken from the Scriptures, which seems so often remote, nor
from the lives of saints, which seem to be beyond us, but from the life of a woman who is one of
us. Can't we understand that the first act of justice which may lead us to stern action unto salvation
of the evildoer, is first of all to recognize in him the right, to hate in him the evil that possesses
him, to hate in him all that is destruction in him, but to serve him, indeed to worship him, to serve
him as we would serve our God, to serve him unto salvation. The distance between justice and
mercy seems to be infinitely great in our lives. We must learn to discover what it means to love
unto salvation and to be just with the crucified love of the living God, which He has left with us as
our most precious and holy gift, the Church.
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SAINT NICHOLAS ORTHODOX CHURCH
BANQUET HALL

The Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church Banquet Hall is the perfect venue for your next wedding reception,
baptism, graduation, birthday, or conference. We offer a range of professional banquet and catering
services for making any event a very personal experience for our community. Our vast and eclectic menu
showcases a variety of banquet menu options and premium beverages. Our friendly and professionally
trained staff will work with you to identify your needs, budget and develop the perfect event for you.

For more information contact our Church office at (415) 648-5200 or info@stnicholas-sf.com

Banquet Hall Amenities

Over 6000 square feet
Seating for up to 350 guests
200 square foot elevated stage
25ft x 25ft dance floor
Lighting & Sound
Bar available
Fully equipped industrial kitchen
On-site catering available with staff
External caterers are welcome
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware, silverware available
Event set up, tear down and cleaning services available
Complimentary parking lot
Wheelchair accessible




Recent Transactions

REAL ASSETS.
REAL RESULTS.

Considering
Buying or Selling a

2844 21+ Street
$3,595,000 | 12 Units

Multi-Unit or ot
Mixed-Use Property?j§ /"

Iy

Specializing in Mixed-Use, Multi-Family,
SRO’s, and Commercial Properties in San

Francisco and San Mateo Counties. g

3156-3158 24" Stree
Having brokered over $10 Million in the $2,700,000 | 8 Unit Mixed-Use Property
last year, no challenge is too big or small. * Off Market Transaction

. R ted Sell
Contact me for commercial real estate Sl

inquiries.

Hanna (John) Azar

Broker-Associate e S
2
" . .
2 Hannajohn.Azar@compass.com 3801 Mission Street
N & i
Q4158750177 $1,900,000 | 4 Unit Mixed-Use Proerty
¢ 30% + upside in rents
* ADU potential
Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California operating under multiple entities.
License Numbers 01991628, 1527235, 1527365, 1356742, 1443761, 1997075, 1935359,
1961027, 1842987, 1869607, 1866771, 1527205, 107 72467. All material is intended
for informational purposes only an compiled from sour ed reliable but is subject to
errors, omissions, changes in price ition, sale, or ithout notice. No sta ent is
made as to the accuracy of any description or measureme! ing square footage). This is not
intended to solicit property already listed. No financial or legal advice provided. Equal Housing
Opportunity. C O M E R C I A L
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Follow us on [§] [E) @mosaicmarketbayarea
() 9 37th street & El Camino, San Mateo +1650-477-2099




§§ SAADEH LAW

JOHN SAADEH,
ESQ, MBA

oL  BUSINESS LAW

@ REAL ESTATE LAW

ESTATE PLANNING

P: (650) 918-7
1 Saadehlawfirm.com
john@saadehlawfirm.com

333 Gellert blvd, Ste.]l@” HD\ P |1
Dalyﬂity,CA94015: | =
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THE REPRESENTING VICTIMS
ICHAEL  OF SERIOUS PERSONAL INJURY
LAW FIRM & WRONGFUL DEATH

jous injuries or lost a
to,someone else’s

¥ (Fires/Explosions)

dtorcycle Crashes

T/ Lyft/Taxi Accidents
alls (Slip/Trip) & Construction

(415) 447-9833 © ISSA MICHAEL, ESO.
MichaelLawCA.com Trial Attorney Since 1996




