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St. Nicholas Orthodox Church

Antiochian Archdiocese of North America
Diocese of Los Angeles and the West
5200 Diamond Heights Blvd., San Francisco, CA 94131
Tel: (415) 648-5200
Email: info@stnicholas-sf.com--website:stnicholas-sf.com
His Eminence Metropolitan JOSEPH, Archbishop
of New York and Metropolitan of all North America
Pastor, V. Rev. Fr. George Baalbaki
(586) 214-4428 revbaalbaki@yahoo.com
Sub-Dn. llyan Baalbaki
Sub-Dn. Tariq Rantisi
Parish Council Chairman: Azar Azar
Parish Council Vice Chairman: Salim Qaru
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Sunday, October 17, 2021
Sunday of Holy Fathers of Seventh Ecumenical Council
aabad) (o gSunall panall £

IMPORTANT NOTICE:
CHURCH IS OPEN! If you plan to attend, please make sure to wear a mask when you walk
inside. Please don’t attend if you’re feeling sick. \We pray for the good health, well-being, and
safety of everyone. God bless!

+ MEMORIAL SERVICES +
¢ Forty Days Memorial Service for the Handmaiden of God,
Margo Bader.
% Forty Days Memorial Service for the Handmaiden of God,
Basima Atwan.
May Their Memories Be Eternal!

THE EPISTLE: Titus. (3:8-15)
Titus, my son, faithful is the saying, and concerning these things I desire you to affirm confidently,
that those who have believed in God may be thoughtful of how to preside in honorable
occupations. These things are good and profitable to men. But avoid foolish disputes, and
genealogies, and contentions, and controversies about the Law; for they are unprofitable and vain.
A man who is a heretic after the first and second admonition reject, knowing that such a one is
subverted, and sins, being self-condemned. When | send Artemas to you, or Tychicos, give
diligence to come to me to Nicopolis; for | have determined to winter there. Set forward Zenas the
lawyer and Apollos on their journey diligently, that they may be lacking in nothing. And let our
people also learn how to preside in honorable occupations, so as to help in cases of urgent need,
that they should not be unfruitful. All who are with me salute you. Salute those who love us in the
faith. Grace be with you all. Amen.
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THE GOSPEL.: St. Luke. (8:5-15)
The Lord spoke this parable: “A sower went out to sow his seed; and as he sowed, some fell along
the path, and was trodden under foot, and the birds of the air devoured it. And some fell on the
rock; and as it grew up, it withered away, because it had no moisture. And some fell among
thorns; and the thorns grew with it and choked it. And some fell into good soil and grew, and
yielded a hundredfold.” And when His Disciples asked Him what this parable meant, Jesus said,
“To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of God; but for others they are in
parables, so that seeing they may not see, and hearing they may not understand. Now the parable
Is this: The seed is the word of God. The ones along the path are those who have heard; then the
devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts that they may not believe and be saved.
And the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear the word, receive it with joy; but these
have no root, they believe for a while and in time of temptation fall away. And as for what fell
among the thorns, they are those who hear, but as they go on their way, they are choked by the
cares and riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit does not mature. And as for that in the good
soil, they are those who, hearing the word, hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and bring forth
fruit with patience.” As Jesus said this, He called out, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”
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@9‘ Offered by Nadim Bader, Samira and Herman Sijbrant, Elias and Laura Jadelrab,
Abboud and Darlene Jadelrab, and all of their children and grandchildren,
in loving memory of Margaret Bader. May Her Memory Be Eternal!

@ Offered by Khader and Lisa Atwan, Roman and Rhodina Wahhab, and from the entire
Atwan and Jaghab Families, in loving memories of Basima Jaghab Atwan, Christopher
Ghanem, Issam Jaghab, Basem Jaghab, and Naiemeh Jaghab.

May Their Memories Be Eternal!

4%; Offerd by Shukri Bassem Hanhan and Tawfig Hanhan, in Blessed Memory of
Bassem Hanhan. May His Memory Be Eternal!

Holy Bread of Oblation:
Offered by David Hanhan and his family, in loving memory of His Son,
Joseph David Hanhan. May His Memory Be Eternal!

October is Youth Month!

UPCOMING YOUNG ADULTS EVENT

SAVE THE DATE:
Sunday, November 7" directly after Sunday Church service. Location TBA.




TREE OF LIFE:
We have updated our Tree of Life in the back of our Church. If you would like
to donate an engraved Leaf to place on the Tree in memory of your loved one,
please contact the Church office.

Metropolitan Anthony

THE EUCHARIST

When the Lord instituted at the Last Supper that mystery of our faith which we call the Holy
Liturgy or the Eucharist, He gathered round Himself His Disciples, both those who were later to
be faithful even unto death, and also the one who was already prepared to betray his Master. And
He confronted him together with the others, with the extraordinary love of God, because to be
admitted to a man's table means that he, our host, consider us to be his equals, his companions in
the old sense of this word, those who are untitled to break the bread with him, to share with him
the substance of life. Equals in the love of God, equals of God through His love to us, — this is
one of the aspects of this extraordinary event which we call the Last Supper.

But we have given it also another name, we call it the Eucharist, from a Greek word which
means simultaneously "gift" and "thanksgiving". Indeed we can see that communion to the Body
and Blood of Christ is the greatest gift which the Lord can grant us: companionship and equality,
becoming the co-workers of God. And through the incredible, unfathomable action and power of
the Spirit, because this bread is no longer bread only and this wine is no longer only wine, but
have truly become the Body and the Blood of the Giver, we become incipiently and increasingly
partakers of the divine nature, Gods by adoption, Gods by participation, so that together with the
One Who is the Incarnate Son of God, we became the total revelation of man as well as the total
revelation of God's presence, the total Christ of whom St Ignatius of Antioche spoke. And beyond
this, higher, deeper even than this, in this community of nature and of life with the Only-Begotten
Son of God in the words of St Irenaeus of Lyon, we become truly with regard to God Himself the
only begotten son.

This is the gift, but where is the thanksgiving? What can we bring to the Lord? Bread and wine,
they belong to Him; our own lives? Are we not His? He has called us out of naught, He has
brought us into being, He has endowed us with all that we are and all that we possess. What then
can we give which is really ours? St Maxim the Confessor says that God can do all things, save
one: He cannot compel the smallest of His creatures to love Him, because love is supreme
freedom. This is the only gift which we can bring to God: the gift of a trusting heart.

But why is this mysterious Supper of the Eucharist called the thanksgiving more than any other
service, more than any action of ours? What can be given to God? This is a question which the
Psalmist was asking himself centuries before Christ appeared and revealed the divine love, and his
answer was so unexpected and so true. He says "What reward shall | give to the Lord for all His
benefits?" and he replies "I shall take the Cup of salvation, | will give thanks unto the Lord, I will
sing praise in the courts of the Temple of the Lord". The supreme act of thanksgiving is not to
give back, because one who receives and pays back, repays the gift and in some sort of way,
destroys the gift; both indeed become equal, both have given, both have been at the giving end of
the chain, but this reciprocal giving has destroyed both joy up to a point. If we wish, if we are
capable of receiving, of receiving whole-heartedly, then we are expressing truly our total trust, our
assurance that the love of the giver is perfect and it is in receiving whole-heartedly in all
simplicity that we bring joy to the one who has given from all his heart.

This is true even in human relationship; We wish to repay a gift only to make ourselves free




from gratitude and from a certain in which we are put when we receive from one who does not
love us enough to give whole-heartedly and whom we do not love enough to receive whole-
heartedly.

And this is why the Eucharist is the supreme thanksgiving of the Church and the supreme
thanksgiving of our earth: people who trust the love of God open-heartedly, without any thought
of repaying the gift, only rejoicing in the love it expresses, receive from God not only what He
can grant but also what He is, participation to His life, to His nature, to His eternity, to His love
divine. Only if we are capable of receiving with perfect gratitude and perfect joy can our
participation in the Eucharist be true, only then does the Eucharist become for us also the
supreme act of gratitude. But gratitude is difficult because it requires both a loving heart capable
of rejoicing when it receives and a perfect trust and faith in the love of the one who gives, trust
that this gift is not meant as an humiliation or as an act of enslavement. And this is why we must
grow from day to day into the ability to love and to be loved, into the ability to be grateful and to
rejoice, and only then does become the Last Supper of the Lord the perfect gift of God and the
perfect response of the earth.
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SAINT NICHOLAS ORTHODOX CHURCH
BANQUET HALL

The Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church Banquet Hall is the perfect venue for your next wedding reception,
baptism, graduation, birthday, or conference. We offer a range of professional banquet and catering
services for making any event a very personal experience for our community. Our vast and eclectic menu
showcases a variety of banquet menu options and premium beverages. Our friendly and professionally
trained staff will work with you to identify your needs, budget and develop the perfect event for you.

For more information contact our Church office at (415) 648-5200 or info@stnicholas-sf.com

Banquet Hall Amenities

Over 6000 square feet
Seating for up to 350 guests
200 square foot elevated stage
25ft x 25ft dance floor
Lighting & Sound
Bar available
Fully equipped industrial kitchen
On-site catering available with staff
External caterers are welcome
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware, silverware available
Event set up, tear down and cleaning services available
Complimentary parking lot
Wheelchair accessible




Recent Transactions

REAL ASSETS.
REAL RESULTS.

Considering
Buying or Selling a

2844 21+ Street
$3,595,000 | 12 Units

Multi-Unit or ot
Mixed-Use Property?j§ /"

Iy

Specializing in Mixed-Use, Multi-Family,
SRO’s, and Commercial Properties in San

Francisco and San Mateo Counties. g

3156-3158 24" Stree
Having brokered over $10 Million in the $2,700,000 | 8 Unit Mixed-Use Property
last year, no challenge is too big or small. * Off Market Transaction

. R ted Sell
Contact me for commercial real estate Sl

inquiries.

Hanna (John) Azar

Broker-Associate e S
2
" . .
2 Hannajohn.Azar@compass.com 3801 Mission Street
N & i
Q4158750177 $1,900,000 | 4 Unit Mixed-Use Proerty
¢ 30% + upside in rents
* ADU potential
Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California operating under multiple entities.
License Numbers 01991628, 1527235, 1527365, 1356742, 1443761, 1997075, 1935359,
1961027, 1842987, 1869607, 1866771, 1527205, 107 72467. All material is intended
for informational purposes only an compiled from sour ed reliable but is subject to
errors, omissions, changes in price ition, sale, or ithout notice. No sta ent is
made as to the accuracy of any description or measureme! ing square footage). This is not
intended to solicit property already listed. No financial or legal advice provided. Equal Housing
Opportunity. C O M E R C I A L
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Follow us on [§] [E) @mosaicmarketbayarea
() 9 37th street & El Camino, San Mateo +1650-477-2099




§§ SAADEH LAW

JOHN SAADEH,
ESQ, MBA

oL  BUSINESS LAW

@ REAL ESTATE LAW

ESTATE PLANNING

P: (650) 918-7
1 Saadehlawfirm.com
john@saadehlawfirm.com

333 Gellert blvd, Ste.]l@” HD\ P |1
Dalyﬂity,CA94015: | =
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THE REPRESENTING VICTIMS
ICHAEL  OF SERIOUS PERSONAL INJURY
LAW FIRM & WRONGFUL DEATH

jous injuries or lost a
to,someone else’s

¥ (Fires/Explosions)

dtorcycle Crashes

T/ Lyft/Taxi Accidents
alls (Slip/Trip) & Construction

(415) 447-9833 © ISSA MICHAEL, ESO.
MichaelLawCA.com Trial Attorney Since 1996




