douSd ¢ N AsUat Y GRS jla A€
St. Nicholas Orthodox Church

Antiochian Archdiocese of North America
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5200 Diamond Heights Blvd., San Francisco, CA 94131
Tel: (415) 648-5200
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of New York and Metropolitan of all North America
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Sunday, December 12, 2021
Sunday of the Forefathers (Ancestors) of Christ &
Spyridon, bishop of Trimythous, the Wonderworker
(otilaad) (93 s Qa8 - 2aaY) aala

IMPORTANT NOTICE:
CHURCH IS OPEN! If you plan to attend, please make sure to wear a mask when you walk
inside. Please don’t attend if you’re feeling sick.
We pray for the good health, well-being, and safety of everyone. God bless!

DEEPEST SYMPATHY AND CONDOLENCES

We would like to offer our deepest sympathy We would like to offer our deepest sympathy
and condolences to and condolences to the
Basma and Peter Tannous and the Entire Tannous Family
Entire Imseeh and Tannous Families on the passing of

on the passing of
Khamis Ayyoub Imseeh
into eternal life.

Almaz Tannous

into eternal life.

May His Memory Be Eternal! May Her Memory Be Eternal!
NATIVITY FAST: November 15" - December 24" PR e
We would like to wish you a happy Advent season! TN

Nativity Fast (Advent) is the period preceding the Christmas season in : I <
which we abstain from meat and dairy products. Eating fish is allowed
except Wednesdays and Fridays, and we can eat all the regular meals like
breakfasts, lunches, and dinners. The purpose of this fast is seeking the
spirituality and the preparation for the feast of the advent of our Lord on
December 25"
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THE EPISTLE: Ephesians. (5:8-19)
Brethren, walk as children of light—for the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness




and truth—proving what is acceptable to the Lord; and have no communion with the unfruitful
works of darkness, but instead expose them; for it is a shame even to speak of the things which
they do in secret. But all things when they are exposed are made manifest by the light, for
everything that is made manifest is light. Therefore, he says: “Awake, O sleeper, and arise from
the dead, and Christ will shine upon thee.” See then that you walk circumspectly, not as unwise,
but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Therefore, do not be foolish, but
understand what the will of the Lord is. And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery,
but be filled with the Spirit; speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,
singing and chanting in your heart to the Lord.
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THE GOSPEL.: Luke. (14:16-24)
The Lord spoke this parable: “A man once gave a great banquet, and invited many; and at the time
for the banquet he sent his servant to say to those who had been invited, ‘Come; for all is now
ready.” But, one by one, they all began to make excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have bought a
field, and | must go out and see it; I pray you, have me excused.” And another said, ‘I have bought
five yoke of oxen, and I go to examine them; I pray you, have me excused.” And another said, ‘1
have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.” So the servant came and reported this to his
master. Then the householder in anger said to his servant, ‘Go out quickly to the streets and lanes
of the city, and bring in the poor and maimed and blind and lame.” And the servant said, ‘Sir, what
you commanded has been done, and still there is room.” And the master said to the servant, ‘Go
out to the highways and hedges, and compel people to come in, that my house may be filled. For |
tell you, none of those men who were invited shall taste my banquet.” For many are called, but
few are chosen.”

24-16:14 B¢l Jaty)

JS od 1 sl wﬁmdygw\muéemd“,&wﬁmjm;m@muw il e )l J
u\dn.u\ﬁcb‘)h\jcﬁ\u\émy‘j)d;u)w\dﬂ Jgy) 4l Jlad uﬁmch\ﬁh\j‘e@sd&k& x_\as;,u.u
a\).o\&_\Aj).ldﬁ );Y\d\ﬁj b_us.uu\d]\u\ﬁc\.@_\);\)(uauh\jﬂum\dsmg_u i) a8 - J;‘}[\dlﬂ} u_us_a_\
&J\}u‘;\\a{}ucﬁ\ omﬂd\ﬂ}g_uﬂ\g_\)g_\mnm dmcm‘}s}\jm“;ﬁﬂ ;:G;\u\cﬂsuu\yguﬂs
L@\@u}m«_af\usmaqamu uall Jlad Lea J,J\}ULWJ\J&A;J\JU.\SL.MS\d;a\)d.@_”é)\)uad\
Gy Y ad) KU I e ey i Al s sTaa) s Aal T GOkl ) 20 el sl J (e

b G sl 5 05 S Ce ) Y e el Jia i il (e aal Jlie

ALTAR CANDLES  Js¢l Jualid
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4%;’\ Offered by Naifeh A. Batarse and Her Children for the continued good health and well-being
of Esther Clemence Azar, on the occasion of her birthday on December 12". God Bless and Many
Years!

s
-@%; Offered by Naifeh A. Batarse and Family in Loving Memory of Ester Clemence Shami, on
the special occasion of her birthday on December 16™. May Her Memory Forever Be Eternal!




@ Offered by Nadim, Baasma, Janan, lvette, Jennifer, Brandon, and Matthew Howell, Jane
and Oscar Moran, for the continued good health of Jim Howell on the special occasion of his
birthday on December 17th. God Bless and Many Years!

@ Offered by St. Nicholas Church for the good health of all who are named Spiro, after Saint
Spyridon, on the occasion of their Names’ Day! Especially: Spiro George Hanhan, Spiro
Akram Hanhan, Spiro Anwar Hanhan, Spiro Wael Hanhan, Spiro Peter Tannous, Spiro
Tannous and All those who have the name Spiro. Many years and God Bless!

Holy Bread of Oblation is Offered by:
1 David Hanhan and his family, in loving memory of His Son, Joseph David Hanhan.
May His Memory Be Eternal!

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND EVENTS:
PARISH COUNCIL ELECTION HAS BEEN POSTPONED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE!
In order to be eligible to vote in the elections, members must be spiritually and financially in good
standing with the church.
LADIES AUXILARY CHRISTMAS PARTY: This Sunday, December 12" at 2 PM. Ladies,
please join us at /nam Shami’s House for our Christmas party this year. If you would like to
participate in our white elephant, please bring a gift no less than $20. It will be a Potluck so please
feel free to bring any dish you would like. If you have any questions or need address to the party,
please reach out to Sue Rantisi at 650.823.2949. Thank you and hope to see you there!
SUNDAY SCHOOL IS NOW IN SESSION: Please encourage your children and teens to join
our curriculum. We are also looking for more teachers. If you have any questions reach out to
Esther Clemence Azar. Thank You!

ST. NICHOLAS CHRISTMAS PARTY: Next Friday, ST. NICHOLAS YOUNG
December 17" doors open at 7:30PM. Join us for an ADULTS WHITE
incredible night as we present the musically talented, Bishara ELEPHANT PARTY:
Sakhnini, and live band led by Maestro Radwan Shakshir. Dec. 23", 6:30-10PM.
$100 for adults (dinner and open bar), babysitter available for Please join us for our annual
$25 per child (includes a kids meal), and young adults for $75 Christmas party! Location is
(dinner and open bar with reserved tables just for the young 151 S. Spruce Ave, South San
adults!). We look forward to seeing you all for a beautiful Francisco, CA 94080, in the
event! back studio of Raymond’s
S NICHOIAS Sourdough Bakery! Food will
CHURCH 77 be catered, bring a white
Chrifemns. @Mf elephant gift if you would like
v”? : to participate! $25 minimum
LB p;"’ please. If you have any
':' guestions, contact Shadi Azar.
K T Excited to celebrate with

PRESENTING
THE MUSICALLY TALENTED

everyone!

LIVE BAND LED BY MAESTRO

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 17TH | DOORS OPEN AT 7:30 PM

L ST. NICHOLAS BANQUET HALL
=
it 5200 DIAMOND HEIGHTS BLVD, SF, 94131

$100 PER PERSON
FOOD AND OPEN BAR
aBABY SITTER AVAILABLE
$25 PER CHILD
KIDS MEAL INCLUDED




Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh
Bridal Feast

How often have we heard today’s a parable about those people who were called to the Bridal Feast
of the King, and who refused to come. The one who had acquired a plot of land; he thought he was
In possession of it; in reality, he was so attached to it that he could not detach himself from it: he
was a prisoner of what he thought he possessed. And so it is with whatever we imagine we
possess; it is enough for us to have the smallest thing in our hand — and this hand is alienated to
us; we cannot use it anymore, we cannot use our arm, our whole body is conditioned by what we
possess, or imagine we possess: we are held a prisoner by it.

Others refused to come because they had bought five pairs of oxen: they had to try them, they had
a task to fulfil, they had work to do, they had perhaps what they believed to be a mission in life,
and therefore they had no time for anything except that that was their personal concern.
And the last refused to come because his heart was full of his own joy; having married, how could
he be concerned with anyone else’s marriage? He was full of his own joy — how could he
participate in anyone else's joy? And so, they all turned away from the call.

Doesn't it apply very directly to us? Each of us possesses something that he deems so important
that he is prepared to turn away from God — yes, from God: there is no time for prayer, there is no
time for worship. At the same time we turn away from other people who need us because we are
busy with our own business?
And how often happens that we are full of joy or of sorrow — but they are our own, we hug them
to our heart, we have no time for anyone else's sorrow or anyone else’s joy.
But then, what should we do? You hear every Sunday in the Liturgy words that say, ‘Let us lay
aside all the cares of this life’; does it mean that we must turn away from the earth on which we
live, from the tasks which are ours, from the joys and true sorrows that come our way? No!

But there is an answer to it perhaps in the lines that precede the reading from the Epistle which we
heard today, where we are told: Are you risen with Christ? Are you where He is? Is your life hid in
God with Christ? What does it really mean to us? It means that if we are dead with the death of
Christ to everything which is destructive of love, destructive of compassion, which is self-
centredness, which is self-love, which leaves no space for anyone but ourselves — if we are dead
to all this, and if we have accepted life on Christ's terms, ready to live for others, live for God, live
for the joy and life of those who surround us — then we are risen with Christ, and our life is indeed
hid with Christ in God, it is at the very depth of God, at the very depth of divine love! And then we
can turn to the earth; then, instead of possessing we can serve, instead of overpowering we can try
to bring this earth of ours, in an act of love, in an act of reverence to be free, to be God's earth, to
be able to bring fruit, not as it does being raped, being violently possessed by us, but giving us its
fruit in an act of responsive love. And the same applies to our tasks; we are called to serve, we are
called to make of all our life an act of concern, of love, of service — then, all that we do becomes
an act of God, then it becomes meaningful and it does not separate us from God.
And if joy has come into our heart, it is a gift of God; if sorrow has come into our heart, we can
carry it to God, for it to be integrated in the mystery of salvation!

Let us reflect on this! Let us truly lay aside all the cares of this life in the sense that let us not be

prisoners, but free: Christ has come to set us free. And then the earth, and our labour, and our joys,
and our sorrows and everyone on earth will become part of the Kingdom of God. Then indeed, our
life will be hid with Christ in God, but a God Who have chosen so to love the world as to be
Incarnate, to become man among men, to take upon Himself all the human destiny, createdness,




life in a fallen world, the consequences of human sin, and even the loss of God which is what
kills. And, having accepted it all in an act of saving and redempting love, He has risen, and
anyone can enter into eternal life, the life of the resurrection by uniting himself or herself to
Christ.
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SOME REMINDERS:

***Parents, don’t neglect your duty before God to take an active part: Try your best for your
children to not miss Church Services and all of the Youth (children, teens, and young adults)
Activities and Events.

***Practice personal evangelism. A sincere welcome shows visitors you are happy they joined us.
***Young adults should be Pledging Members of the parish.

***Notify Father George in advance of your departure, return, those who are sick, and those that
need to be visited.

***All enjoy fellowship. Try to offer and sponsor a Coffee Hour after services.

GOD BLESS YOU ALL!




SAINT NICHOLAS ORTHODOX CHURCH
BANQUET HALL

The Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church Banquet Hall is the perfect venue for your next wedding reception,
baptism, graduation, birthday, or conference. We offer a range of professional banquet and catering
services for making any event a very personal experience for our community. Our vast and eclectic menu
showcases a variety of banquet menu options and premium beverages. Our friendly and professionally
trained staff will work with you to identify your needs, budget and develop the perfect event for you.

For more information contact our Church office at (415) 648-5200 or info@stnicholas-sf.com

Banquet Hall Amenities

Over 6000 square feet
Seating for up to 350 guests
200 square foot elevated stage
25ft x 25ft dance floor
Lighting & Sound
Bar available
Fully equipped industrial kitchen
On-site catering available with staff
External caterers are welcome
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware, silverware available
Event set up, tear down and cleaning services available
Complimentary parking lot
Wheelchair accessible




Recent Transactions

REAL ASSETS.
REAL RESULTS.

Considering
Buying or Selling a

2844 21+ Street
$3,595,000 | 12 Units

Multi-Unit or ot
Mixed-Use Property?j§ /"

Iy

Specializing in Mixed-Use, Multi-Family,
SRO’s, and Commercial Properties in San

Francisco and San Mateo Counties. g

3156-3158 24" Stree
Having brokered over $10 Million in the $2,700,000 | 8 Unit Mixed-Use Property
last year, no challenge is too big or small. * Off Market Transaction

. R ted Sell
Contact me for commercial real estate Sl

inquiries.

Hanna (John) Azar

Broker-Associate e S
2
" . .
2 Hannajohn.Azar@compass.com 3801 Mission Street
N & i
Q4158750177 $1,900,000 | 4 Unit Mixed-Use Proerty
¢ 30% + upside in rents
* ADU potential
Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California operating under multiple entities.
License Numbers 01991628, 1527235, 1527365, 1356742, 1443761, 1997075, 1935359,
1961027, 1842987, 1869607, 1866771, 1527205, 107 72467. All material is intended
for informational purposes only an compiled from sour ed reliable but is subject to
errors, omissions, changes in price ition, sale, or ithout notice. No sta ent is
made as to the accuracy of any description or measureme! ing square footage). This is not
intended to solicit property already listed. No financial or legal advice provided. Equal Housing
Opportunity. C O M E R C I A L
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Follow us on [§] [E) @mosaicmarketbayarea
() 9 37th street & El Camino, San Mateo +1650-477-2099




§§ SAADEH LAW

JOHN SAADEH,
ESQ, MBA

oL  BUSINESS LAW

@ REAL ESTATE LAW

ESTATE PLANNING

P: (650) 918-7
1 Saadehlawfirm.com
john@saadehlawfirm.com

333 Gellert blvd, Ste.]l@” HD\ P |1
Dalyﬂity,CA94015: | =
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THE REPRESENTING VICTIMS
ICHAEL  OF SERIOUS PERSONAL INJURY
LAW FIRM & WRONGFUL DEATH

jous injuries or lost a
to,someone else’s

¥ (Fires/Explosions)

dtorcycle Crashes

T/ Lyft/Taxi Accidents
alls (Slip/Trip) & Construction

(415) 447-9833 © ISSA MICHAEL, ESO.
MichaelLawCA.com Trial Attorney Since 1996




