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ّ
IMPORTANT NOTICE:
CHURCH IS OPEN! If you plan to attend, please make sure to wear a mask when you walk
inside. Please don’t attend if you’re feeling sick.
We pray for the good health, well-being, and safety of everyone. God bless!
NATIVITY SERVICE (Christmas Day):
We will have Christmas Service on Saturday, December 25th. Matins starting at 10:30 AM
and Divine Liturgy at 11 AM. Please join us for this Beautiful Service.

المجد هلل في األعالي وعلى األرض السالم وفي الناس المسرة
We want to wish everyone a Very Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays!
We look forward to seeing you all for our Nativity Service on Christmas Day!

SYMPATHY AND CODOLENCES:
We would like to offer our deepest sympathy and condolences to the
Entire Nicholas Family
on the passing of
Beatrice Nicholas
into eternal life.
+ May Her Memory Be Eternal +

THE EPISTLE: Galatians (1:11-19)
Brethren, I would have you know that the Gospel, which was preached by me, is not man’s gospel.
For I did not receive it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came through a revelation of Jesus
Christ. For you have heard of my former life in Judaism, how I persecuted the Church of God
violently and tried to destroy it; and I advanced in Judaism beyond many of my own age among
my people; so extremely zealous was I for the traditions of my fathers. But when He who had set
me apart before I was born, and had called me through His grace, was pleased to reveal His Son to
me, in order that I might preach Him among the Gentiles, I did not confer with flesh and blood, nor
did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me, but I went away into Arabia; and
again I returned to Damascus. Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas, and
remained with him fifteen days. But I saw none of the other apostles except James the Lord’s
brother.
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THE GOSPEL: Matthew (2:13-23)
When the wise men had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and
said, “Rise, take the Child and His mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for
Herod is about to search for the Child, to destroy Him.” And he rose and took the Child and His
mother by night, and departed to Egypt, and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to
fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt have I called My Son.” Then
Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, was in a furious rage, and he sent
and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region, who were two years old or
under, according to the time which he had ascertained from the wise men. Then was fulfilled what
was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: “A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud
lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be consoled, because they were no
more.” But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in
Egypt, saying, “Rise, take the Child and His mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who
sought the Child’s life are dead.” And he rose and took the Child and His mother, and went to the
land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus reigned over Judea in place of his father Herod,
he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee. And
he went and dwelt in a city called Nazareth, that what was spoken by the prophets might be
fulfilled, “He shall be called a Nazarene.”
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ALTAR CANDLES

قٌاديل الهيكل

Offered by Sana Jarjura and Family in loving memory of parents,
George and Najla Jarujura. May Their Memories be Eternal.
Offered by Angela Husary and Family for the good health of Christopher,
on the occasion of his birthday. God Bless and Many Years!
Holy Bread of Oblation is Offered by:
 David Hanhan and his family, in loving memory of His Son, Joseph David Hanhan.
May His Memory Be Eternal!

 Rose Habib and Family, in loving memory of Louie, Julia, George, Barbara, Robert, and
Jeffrey Habib, and Elias and Sally Habeeb. May Their Memories Be Eternal!
Also for the good health of all our family and friends.
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND EVENTS:
*GENERAL PARISH MEETING: Sunday, January 23rd, 2021. More details to follow
*SUNDAY SCHOOL IS NOW IN SESSION!:
Please encourage your children and teens to join our curriculum. We are also looking for more
teachers. If you have any questions reach out to Esther Clemence Azar. Thank You!
Metropolitan Anthony
AFTER CHRISTMAS
In imagination we think ourselves 2000 years back. What wonder should fill us: a week, and the
world has become different. The world that had been for thousands of years like the lost sheep was
now the sheep found, taken upon His shoulders by the Son of God become the son of man. The
unbridgeable gap that sin had created between God and man was now at least incipiently bridged;
God had entered into history, God Himself had become man. God had taken flesh and all things
visible, what we perceive in our blindness as dead, inert matter, could in His body recognize itself
in glory. Something absolutely new had occurred; the world was no longer the same.
Moreover, there is another aspect to the Incarnation. God had become man, but God in Christ had
spoken words of truth, that was decisive, that gradually like yeast dropped into dough was to
change the world; God had revealed to us the greatness of man. Christ becoming man was
evidence, is and will remain forever evidence, that man is so vast, so deep, so mysteriously deep,
that he can not only contain the divine presence as a temple, but unite himself with God, become
partaker of the divine nature, as St. Peter puts it in his Epistle. And again that man is great, and that
however far we fall away from our vocation, however unworthy we may become of it, God will
never re-establish with us a relationship which is less than that of His fatherhood and our condition
of sons and daughters of the Most High. The prodigal son was asking his father to receive him as a
hireling now that he was unworthy of being called a son; but the father did not accept it. When the
son made his confession, the father stopped him before he could even pronounce those words,
because God does not accept our debasement, we are no slaves and no hirelings. Has not Christ
said to His disciples, "I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know the will of his
master, and lo, I have told you everything."

Again, the proclamation in Christ and by Him that what matters supremely is every person, that He
lives and dies for every one of us, that it is not collective units that matter, but each of us. Each of
us, tells us the Book of Revelation, possesses for God a name, a name which will be revealed to us
at the end of time, but a name which no one can know but God and he who receives it, because this
name is our relationship to God, unique, unrepeatable. Each of us is unique for Him. What a
wonder! The ancient world knew of nations and races, it knew of slaves and owners, it knew of
categories of people, exactly in the same way in which the modern world that is gradually
becoming not only secular but pagan, distinguishes categories and types and groups; God knows
only living men and women. And then a new justice was introduced, or rather proclaimed by Him,
not the distributive and retributive justice of the law, another justice. When Christ says to us, "let
your justice be beyond that of the scribes and Pharisees," He speaks of the way in which God treats
each of us. He accepts each of us as we are. He accepts good and evil, He rejoices in the good, and
He dies because of and for the sake of what is evil. And that is what God calls us to remember,
and how He calls us to be and to behave - not only within our Christian circle but in the whole
world, to look at every
person with that kind of justice; not judging and condemning, but seeing in each person the beauty
which God has impressed upon it and which we call "the image of God in man". Venerate this
beauty, work for this beauty to shine in all glory, dispelling what is evil and dark and making it
possible, by the recognition of beauty in each other, for this beauty to become reality and to
conquer.
He has taught us also about love which the ancient world did not know, and the modern world, like
the old one, is so afraid of: A love that accepted to be vulnerable, helpless, giving, sacrificial; a
love that gives without counting, a love that gives not only what it possesses, but itself. That is
what the Gospel, that is what the Incarnation brought into the world, and this has remained in the
world. Christ said that "the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness cannot comprehend it,"
but it cannot put it out either. And this light shines and shall shine, but it will conquer only if we
undertake to be its heralds and the doers of these commandments of justice and of love, if we
accept God's vision of the world and bring to it our faith, that is, our certainty and our hope, which
is the only power that can help others to start anew; but to start anew they must see newness in us.
The world has become incipiently new by the union of God with man, when the Word became
flesh; it is for us to be a revelation of this newness, the resplendence and shining of God in the
darkness or the dusk of this world. May God grant us courage and love and greatness of heart to be
His messengers and His witnesses, and may the blessing of the Lord be upon you by His grace and
love towards mankind always, now and forever and world without end.

هغاهسة الىديع والوتىاضع القلة هعٌا
ِب سافكٚ ،ْٛغجّذ٠ ق ِٓ اٌّالئىخٛس جٛٙ ص ُّ ظ،طٛس إٌجُ ٌٍّجٛٙ فظ.ٗ١لفٕب إٌؼّخ إٌّىشفخ فٛشًا ِب رغز١الد وض١ٌّذ ا١ ػٟف
الدح اٌّخٍّضٚ ضؼذٚ ،ٓ ِٓ اٌّششق١ر٢ط اٛاٌّجٚ  أفشاد و ًّ ِٓ اٌشػبحٍٝب ػٙبسح ٌٍّخٍّض لبَ ث٠ٓ ِٓ ص٠ َسٛٙٓ اٌظ٠٘ َز
.ّخ١ٔاإلٔغب-ّخ١ٌٙاٌششوخ اإلٚ اٌشجبءٚ  إوبس ِٓ اٌفشحٟف
ّ
ٍّٝخ ػ١ٌٕا اٚػمذٚ ا ثٗ ش ًّشاٛ َِٓ ِؼٗ رشثّظٚ طٚدٚش١٘ ْٛ ٌى،ٗالدرٚ ٍٍٝخ ػ١ٍّبَ ل٠بجش ثؼذ أٙ٠ ْ أٌٝع اضطُ ّش إٛغ٠ ٌٓى
ًٕزم٠ ْ ص ُّ أ،طٚدٚش١٘ فبحٛ صاي اٌخطش ثّٝ ِظش دزٌٝأ ِّٗ إٚ عٛغ٠ ؤخز٠ ْ ثؤ، ثؤِش ِٓ اٌّالن،عفٛ٠ ُّ  فب٘ز.ٗ١ٍاٌمضبء ػ
.)ٕٖٚ ٕٓ ،ٖٔ :ٕ ّٝٗ (ِز١ٌ ثٗ إٟدُٚ رّب ًِب وّب أ،غىٓ إٌبطشح٠ٚ ً١ أسع إعشائٌٝب إِٕٙ
،اٌّالئىخٚ طٛاٌّجٚ  اٌشػبحٍٝالزظبسٖ ػٚ ،بة االعزمجبي اٌالئك ثبٌّخٍّض١غٚ ، اٌّغبسحٟخ ف١الد اٌّغ١ِ فٚ ظش،ًثبٌفؼ
ب ػبٌّٕب اٌّؼبطشٙؼشف٠ ايٛ أد،ِٖخ أظفبسّٛخ ِٕز ٔؼ٠جشح اٌمغشٌٙاٚ اٌزش ّشدٚ بدٙ وبالضط،ال ًِب٠ أوضش إٜاي أخشٛب أدٙرجؼز
سحٛدرٗ اٌّغزٛػٚ  ِظشٌٝشًا ٘شثٗ إ١أخٚ ،ٗثطشٗ ثٚ ّٗ٘خ رجب١ٔاٚط اٌؼذٚدٚش١٘ ّبد١ٔ ُّ  ص،دٚ ِزٟع فٛغ٠ الدحٚ ،ُ ٔؼ.ثذ ّذح
بٙف١ ٔضٟرٍه اٌزٚ ،خ٠ رٍه اٌّزشاوّخ ػجش اٌزبس،بٍّٙب وٙ١ؼزٕب ثّآع١ثذٍّٗ وجٚ ٖالد١ِ  دٍمبد ِزّظٍخ ثغ ّشٟ٘ ، إٌبطشحٌٝإ
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ِٚؼٍّ ًّب إّ٠بٔب عجً رذم١مٗ.
ك ُ٠مبي ّ
اٌذ ّ
إْ ِظب٘ش اٌضؼف ف ٟاٌّ١الد ِٓ جٙخٚ ،اٌظشٚف اٌمبع١خ اٌّذ١طخ ثٗ ِٓ جٙخ أخش ٌُ ،ٜرذجت إٌُّٛس اٌظب٘ش
ٚاٌّؼزٍٓ ثبٌطفً اٌجذ٠ذ .ف ٛٙظٙش ٔٛسًا ٌٍٕبط ِٓ د ْٚأْ رغ ّشثٗ ششٚسُ٘ ٚخطب٠بُ٘ ػٓ اإلخالص اٌزب َّ ٌ٣ة ٚاِ٤بٔخ
اٌىبٍِخ ٌّش١ئزٗ .ػٍ٘ ٝزا ا٤عبطّ٠ ،ىٕٕب اٌمٛي ّ
إْ ٠غٛع ٘ ٛإٌٛس ف ٟث١ذ ٌذُٚ ،ف ٟر٘بثٗ إٌِ ٝظشٚ ،ف ٟػٛدرٗ إٌٝ
إعشائً١؛  ٛ٘ٚإٌٛس ف ٟاٌّزٚد وّب ف ٟاٌج١ذ ف ٟإٌبطشح؛  ٛ٘ٚإٌٛس ٚعط شؼجٗ ٚف ٟثالد اٌغشثخ؛  ٛ٘ٚإٌٛس ٌٍشػبح
اٌجغطبء ٌٍّٚجٛط اٌذىّبء؛  ٛ٘ٚإٌٛس ٌٍمش٠جٚ ٓ١اٌجؼ١ذٌٍ ،ٓ٠ظبٌذٚ ٓ١اٌطبٌذٌٍ ،ٓ١خّ١شٚ ٓ٠ا٤ششاس .إّٔٗ دجش اٌضا٠ٚخ اٌزٞ
رم َٛػٍ ٗ١اٌجششّ٠خ ف ٟوشاِزٙب اٌّؼطبح ٌٙب ِٓ للاٚ ،ػٍ ٗ١رزذطُّ وبفّخ ِذبٚالد رمض٘ ُ٠زٖ اٌىشاِخ أ ٚرشٙٙ٠ٛب أ ٚر١ّٙشٙب أٚ
رض٠ٚش دم١مزٙب أ ٚاٌذ ّذ ِٓ رؤٌّمٙب.
ٚإْ وبٔذ ٠ذ اٌش ّش لذ ٔٛد أْ رٍٙه اٌطفً اٌجذ٠ذ ،إ ّال ّ
أْ عبػخ دٔ ّ ٛأجٍٗ وبٔذ ثؼ١ذح ،إر وبْ ػٍ ٗ١أ ًّ ٚال أْ ٠ظٙش إلعشائ ً١فٟ
ّ
ا٤سدْ ثبػزّبدٖ ِٓ ٛ٠دّٕب ،ص ُّ أْ ٠ز ُّّ اٌشعبٌخ اٌز ٟأٚدػٗ إّ٠ب٘ب ا٢ة .اعزٕفش ِ١ال ُدٖ ل ٜٛاٌش ّش ٚأٌّجٙب ػٍٚ ،ٗ١أِبَ ػجض٘ب فٟ
اٌمضبء ػٍ ،ٗ١اٌزفزذ ٔذ ٛاٌّخٍٛق ػٍ ٝطٛسرٗ فؤٍ٘ىذ أٌٚئه اٌظج١بْ ا٤ثش٠بء ِٓ ث١ذ ٌذُ ٚضٛادٙ١ب اٌز ِٓ« ُ٘ ٓ٠اثٓ
عٕزَِٚ ٓ١ب دِ( »ْٚزّ .)ٔ٦ :ٕ ٝأ ِّب ٘ ٛفذخً ف ٟع١بق د١برٕب اٌطج١ؼّ١خ ،فىبْ اٌطفً اٌطّ١غ ث٠ ٓ١ذَ ٞدبسعٗ ٛ٠عف ٚأ ِّٗ
ِش ٛ٘ٚ ،ُ٠ف ٟاٌٛلذ ػ ٕٗ١وبئغ ٌ٣ة ِٚذمِّك ف ٟرارٗ ِب عجك ٚلبٌٗ ػٕٗ أ٤ج١بء عٛاء ّ
أْ للا دػبٖ ِٓ ِظش أ ٚأّٔٗ عُ١ذػٝ
ٔبطشًّ٠ب (ِزّ٠ .)ٕٖٚ ٔ٥ :ٕ ٝخجشٔب اإلٔجّ ً١
أْ أّٚي ِىبْ إلبِخ ِؼشٚف ٌٗ وبٔذ ِذٕ٠خ إٌبطشح ،د١ش ٚجذ ٌٗ ِىبًٔب ثٕٕ١ب
فغىٓ فٙ١ب ٚرشػشع (ِزّٚ ،)ٕٖ :ٕ ٝرٌه ثبٔزظبس أْ ٠ظ١ش لٍجٕب ِغىًٕب ٌٗ ،إْ لجٍٕبٖ ثبإلّ٠بْ ٚالزجٍٕب وشاصرٗ ٚأخزٔب ثٛطب٠بٖ،
ٚثبٔزظبس أْ رغزؼٍٓ اٌّذٕ٠خ اٌجذ٠ذح ،أ ٞاٌىٕ١غخ ،فزظ١ش ِىبْ إلبِزٕب اٌذائُ ٚإٌٙبئ ّ.ٟ
ٚجذاْ اٌىٕ١غخ ،فِ ٟغ١شرٕب ِٓ ػ١ذ اٌزجغّذ إٌ ٝػ١ذ اٌظٛٙس اإلٌّ ،ّٟ ٙ
أْ ٚداػخ ٘زا اٌطفً ٚرٛاضؼٗ ّ٘ب ِظذس ل ّٛرٗ فٟ
ددش ِب ٘ ٛجبصُ ػٍ ٝلٍت اإلٔغبْ ٠ٚزّ ٙذد د١برٗ :اٌخط١ئخ ٚاٌش١طبْ ٚاٌش ّش ٚاٌّٛد .ف١ِ ٟضاْ اإلٔغبْ اٌغبلطِ ،ضً ٘زٖ
اٌظفبد غ١ش ٔبفؼخ إلثذبس ِضّ .ْٛأ ِّب ف١ِ ٟضاْ للا ،فف٘ ٟزٖ اٌظفبد رىّٓ أعظ اٌغٍجخ ،اِ٤ش اٌز ٞأط ّش اٌشةّ ػٍ ٝأْ
ٔزؼٍّّٗ ِٕٗ« :رؼٍّّٛا ِّٕٚ ّٟٔ٤ ٟد٠غ ِٚزٛاضغ اٌمٍت فزجذٚا سادخ ٌٕفٛعىُ» (ِزّ .)ٕ٩ :ٔٔ ٝاٌخجشح اٌّخزضٔخ ف ٟاٌىٕ١غخ
٘ ٟاٌجش٘بْ ػٍ ٝطذّخ ٘زا اٌمٛي ٚفبػٍّ١زٗ ،ػذا ػٓ أّٔٗ ِؤعَّظ أ ًّ ٚال ػٍ ٝإسادح للا ف ٟخالص اإلٔغبْٚ ،صبًٔ١ب ػٍ ٝوبػخ
االثٓ اٌّزجغّذ ٌٗ ف ٟرذم١ك ٘زا اٌزذث١شٚ ،أخ١شًا ػٍ ٝػًّ اٌشٚح اٌمذط اٌّغزّ ّش دزّ٠ ٝىزًّ و ًّ اٌزذث١شٌٕ .ب ف ٟأ٠مٔٛخ اٌّ١الد
ا٤خش ،ٜاٌّؼشٚفخ ثؤ٠مٔٛخ «اٌطفً اٌجبصُ» اٌّزّىئ ػٍٚ ٝعبدح ٚاٌّزّشخ ثٍجبط ٍِٛو ّ ،ٟاٌخزُ ا٤و١ذ ػٍ ٝشٙبدح اٌٛداػخ
ٚاٌزٛاضغ اٌز ٟأساد ٠غٛع أْ ٔخزجش ل ّٛرّٙب ثبعّٗ ٔٚمزذ ٞثّضبٌٗ َُّ ٍ٘ .ثٕب إ ًرا إٌ ٝس٠بع إٌؼ ُ١دبٍِ ٓ١فٙ١ب ٘زا اٌطفً فٟ
لٍٛثٕب ٚسافؼ ٓ١اٌؼبٌُ ػٍِٕ ٝبوجٕب ثشجبء ٠ذسّثٕب ػٍ ٗ١اٌشٚح اٌمذط!
 +سلىاى هطساى جبيل والبتسوى

***Parents, don’t neglect your duty before God to take an active part: Try your best for
your children to not miss Church Services and all of the Youth (children, teens, and young
adults) Activities and Events.
***Practice personal evangelism. A sincere welcome shows visitors you are happy they
joined us.
***Young adults should be Pledging Members of the parish.
***Notify Father George in advance of your departure, return, those who are sick, and
those that need to be visited.
***All enjoy fellowship. Try to offer and sponsor a Coffee Hour after services.
!GOD BLESS YOU ALL

SAINT NICHOLAS ORTHODOX CHURCH
BANQUET HALL
The Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church Banquet Hall is the perfect venue for your next wedding reception,
baptism, graduation, birthday, or conference. We offer a range of professional banquet and catering
services for making any event a very personal experience for our community. Our vast and eclectic menu
showcases a variety of banquet menu options and premium beverages. Our friendly and professionally
trained staff will work with you to identify your needs, budget and develop the perfect event for you.
For more information contact our Church office at (415) 648-5200 or info@stnicholas-sf.com

Banquet Hall Amenities
Over 6000 square feet
Seating for up to 350 guests
200 square foot elevated stage
25ft x 25ft dance floor
Lighting & Sound
Bar available
Fully equipped industrial kitchen
On-site catering available with staff
External caterers are welcome
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware, silverware available
Event set up, tear down and cleaning services available
Complimentary parking lot
Wheelchair accessible

