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Sunday, January 2, 2022
Sunday before Theophany of Christ
CHURCH IS OPEN! If you plan to attend, please make sure to wear a mask when you walk
inside. Please don’t attend if you’re feeling sick.
We pray for the good health, well-being, and safety of everyone. God bless!

January 6th Celebration of the Great Feast of Theophany
)عيذ الظهىر االلهي (الغطاس
Matins will begin at 10:30 AM followed by Divine Liturgy at 11 AM.
Service of Water Blessing will take place after Divine Liturgy.
House Blessing Starts on Monday, January 10th.
As the tradition of our Orthodox Church, V. Rev. Fr. George Baalbaki will start his
visitation for house blessings on Monday, January 10th. This year, due to current
circumstances, if you would like the Priest to bless your home, please call the
church office (415-648-5200) or Fr. George’s cellphone: (586-214-4428)
to schedule a visit.
THE EPISTLE: 2 Timothy (4:5-8)
Timothy, my son, always be steady, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your
ministry. For I am already on the point of being sacrificed; the time of my departure has come. I
have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, and I have kept the faith. Henceforth there is
laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me
on that Day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved His appearing.
٨-٥ :٤  تيوىثاوس٢ :الرصالة
ُ
 ٔٔلذّٙ تُ ػهٛك انـكٚ أ ّيب أَب فمض أع.ٔأٔف سضيزك
ء ٔادزًم انًشمّبد ٔاػًم ػًم انًج ّشغٙ ك ّم شٙمّع فًٕٛثبٔؽ رٛب ٔنض٘ رٚ
ِ
ُ
ُ
ُُٙٚجْ ؼٚ ٘م انؼضل انظٛ إكهٙجمٗ يذفٕظًب نٚ  ٔإًَّب.ًٌبٚ ٔدفظذ اإلٙٔأرًًذ شٕط
ٍانذ َـ
 ٔلض. لض الزغةٙاَذالن
َ جبْضد انجٓبص
.ضًبٚذجٌّٕ ظٕٓعِ أٚ ٍٚغ انظًّٛب٘ فمظ ثم جٚ ال إ،ّبٌ انؼبصلٕٚو انغةّ انضٛ طنك انٙثّ ف

THE GOSPEL: Mark (1:1-8)
The beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in Isaiah the prophet,
“Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, who shall prepare thy way; the voice of one crying
in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.” John the Baptizer
appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And
there went out to him all the country of Judea, and all the people of Jerusalem; and they were
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair,
and had a leather girdle around his waist, and ate locusts and wild honey. And he preached, saying,
“After me comes He Who is mightier than I, the strap of Whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop
down and untie. I have baptized you with water; but He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
١٨-١ :١  هرقش:اإلًجيل
ُ
طٕد طبعر
.مك لضايكّٚئ طغٛٓٚ َ أيبو ٔجٓكٙ ْب أَظا يغؿم يالك:بءٛ األَجٙخ اثٍ هللا كًب ْٕ يكزٕة فٛـٕع انًـٚ مٛثضء إَج
شغجٚ ٌ ٔكب.بّٚخ انزٕثخ نغفغاٌ انشطبٚكغػ ثًؼًٕصٚٔ ّخٚ انج ّغٙؼ ًّض فٚ ٕدُّبٚ ٌ كب.ًخٕٚ اجؼهٕا ؿجهّ ل، ّك انغةّٚخ أػ ّضٔا طغٚ انج ّغٙف
ّ
،هجؾ ٔثغ اإلثمٚ ٕدُّبٚ ٌ ٔكب.بْىٍٚ ثشطبٛاألعصٌ يؼزغف
 َٓغٙؼٓى يُّ فًٛؼزًضٌٔ جٛى فّٛخ ٔأٔعشهٕٚٓصٛغ أْم ثهض انًّٛ جٛإن
ً كغػٚ ٌ ٔكب.ًّبٚؤكم جغاصًا ٔػـالً ث ّغٚٔ ،ّ يُطمخ يٍ جهضَٕٚٔػهٗ َدم
ّ  ٔأَب ال أؿزذ،ُّٙ ثؼض٘ يٍ ْٕ ألٕٖ يٙؤرٚ َّّ إ:لبئال
ٌك أ
.ؼ ًّضكى ثبنغٔح انمضؽٛ ٔأ ّيب ْٕ ف، أَب ػ ًّضركى ثبنًبء.ّْغ دظائٛ ٔأد ّم َؿُٙأَذ
ALTAR CANDLES قٌاديل الهيكل
Offered by Khader and Lisa Atwan in loving memory of, Naimeh Jaghab, Basem Jaghab,
Issam Jaghab, Christopher Issa Ghanem, and Basima Jaghab Atwan.
May Their Memories be Eternal.
Holy Bread of Oblation is Offered by:
 David Hanhan and his family, in loving memoary of His Son, Joseph David Hanhan.
May His Memory Be Eternal!
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND EVENTS:
*ST. TIMOTHY ORTHODOX CHURCH BBQ AND SHOOT:
Saturday, January 8, 2022 from 10 AM- 4 PM. St. Joseph’s Retreat Center: 1931 Capell Valley
Road, Napa, CA 94558. What to bring: outdoor clothing, favorite lead launcher, favorite main dish
or side dish to share, and drinks are provided. RSVP with Mike Holland (503-646-9324) or Fr.
John Christianson (831-566-8861).
*GENERAL PARISH MEETING:
Sunday, January 23rd, 2021. More details to follow
*SUNDAY SCHOOL IS NOW IN SESSION!:
Please encourage your children and teens to join our curriculum. We are also looking for more
teachers. If you have any questions reach out to Esther Clemence Azar. Thank You!
SOME REMINDERS:
*Parents, don’t neglect your duty before God to take an active part: Try your best for your children
to not miss Church Services and all of the Youth (children, teens, and young adults) Activities and
Events.
*Practice personal evangelism. A sincere welcome shows visitors you are happy they joined us.
*Young adults should be Pledging Members of the parish.
*Notify Father George in advance of your departure, return, those who are sick, and those that
need to be visited.
*All enjoy fellowship. Try to offer and sponsor a Coffee Hour after services.

Metropolitan Anthony
A WEEK AFTER CHRISTMAS

In imagination we think ourselves 2000 years back. What wonder should fill us: a week, and
the world has become different. The world that had been for thousands of years like the lost sheep
was now the sheep found, taken upon His shoulders by the Son of God become the son of man.
The unbridgeable gap that sin had created between God and man was now at least incipiently
bridged; God had entered into history, God Himself had become man. God had taken flesh and all
things visible, what we perceive in our blindness as dead, inert matter, could in His body recognise
itself in glory. Something absolutely new had occurred; the world was no longer the same.
Moreover, there is another aspect to the Incarnation. God had become man, but God in Christ had
spoken words of truth, that was decisive, that gradually like yeast dropped into dough was to
change the world; God had revealed to us the greatness of man. Christ becoming man was
evidence, is and will remain forever evidence, that man is so vast, so deep, so mysteriously deep,
that he can not only contain the divine presence as a temple, but unite himself with God, become
partaker of the divine nature, as St. Peter puts it in his Epistle. And again that man is great, and that
however far we fall away from our vocation, however unworthy we may become of it, God will
never re-establish with us a relationship which is less than that of His fatherhood and our condition
of sons and daughters of the Most High. The prodigal son was asking his father to receive him as a
hireling now that he was unworthy of being called a son; but the father did not accept it. When the
son made his confession, the father stopped him before he could even pronounce those words,
because God does not accept our debasement, we are no slaves and no hirelings. Has not Christ
said to His disciples, "I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know the will of his
master, and lo, I have told you everything."
Again, the proclamation in Christ and by Him that what matters supremely is every person,
that He lives and dies for every one of us, that it is not collective units that matter, but each of us.
Each of us, tells us the Book of Revelation, possesses for God a name, a name which will be
revealed to us at the end of time, but a name which no one can know but God and he who receives
it, because this name is our relationship to God, unique, unrepeatable. Each of us is unique for
Him. What a wonder! The ancient world knew of nations and races, it knew of slaves and owners,
it knew of categories of people, exactly in the same way in which the modern world that is
gradually becoming not only secular but pagan, distinguishes categories and types and groups; God
knows only living men and women.
And then a new justice was introduced, or rather proclaimed by Him, not the distributive and
retributive justice of the law, another justice. When Christ says to us, "let your justice be beyond
that of the scribes and pharisees," He speaks of the way in which God treats each of us. He accepts
each of us as we are. He accepts good and evil, He rejoices in the good, and He dies because of
and for the sake of what is evil. And that is what God calls us to remember, and how He calls us to
be and to behave - not only within our Christian circle but in the whole world, to look at every
person with that kind of justice; not judging and condemning, but seeing in each person the beauty
which God has impressed upon it and which we call "the image of God in man". Venerate this
beauty, work for this beauty to shine in all glory, dispelling what is evil and dark and making it
possible, by the recognition of beauty in each other, for this beauty to become reality and to
conquer.
He has taught us also about love which the ancient world did not know, and the modern
world, like the old one, is so afraid of: A love that accepted to be vulnerable, helpless, giving,
sacrificial; a love that gives without counting, a love that gives not only what it possesses, but

itself. That is what the Gospel, that is what the Incarnation brought into the world, and this has
remained in the world. Christ said that "the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness cannot
comprehend it," but it cannot put it out either. And this light shines and shall shine, but it will
conquer only if we undertake to be its heralds and the doers of these commandments of justice and
of love, if we accept God's vision of the world and bring to it our faith, that is, our certainty and
our hope, which is the only power that can help others to start anew; but to start anew they must
see newness in us. The world has become incipiently new by the union of God with man, when the
Word became flesh; it is for us to be a revelation of this newness, the resplendence and shining of
God in the darkness or the dusk of this world.
May God grant us courage and love and greatness of heart to be His messengers and His
witnesses, and may the blessing of the Lord be upon you by His grace and love towards mankind
always, now and forever and world without end.

الوخاض األلين والىاعذ
يُظ رجـّض انًـٛخ ٔثضأ ثشبعرّ انؼهُّٛخ ٔضؼُب اإلَجٛم ف ٙيشبع أنٛى ٔٔاػض ثآٌ .فمٕل انُج ّ ٙانظ٘ رجُّبِ اإلَجٛه ّ ٙيغلض ػٍ
ششض انًؼًضاٌ ػهٗ ضٕء انزجـّضْ« :ب أَب أعؿم أيبو ٔجٓك يالك ٙانظ٘ ّٛٓٚئ طغٚمك لضايك» (ٚ )٢ :١ضؼُب ف ٙؿٛبق
اَزمبل يٍ ٔالغ إنٗ آسغ ّٛٓٚئ ف ّٛانًؼًضاٌ أرغاثّ الؿزمجبل انًـٛخ ٔالزجبنّ يشهّظًب.
ك فّ ٙ
ال ش ّ
أٌ ْظا انـٛبق انزبعٚش ّ ٙانظ٘ اؿزٓ ّم ثّ يغلؾ إَجٛهّ نى ٚفمض دّٕٚٛزّ ٔآَّٛزّ انٕٛو ثبنُـجخ إنُٛبٔ ،إٌ كبٌ انضٔع
انزبعٚش ّ ٙانظ٘ اضطهغ ثّ انًؼًضاٌ دُٓٛب اَزٓٗ يغ اثزضاء ٚـٕع ثشبعرّ انؼهُّٛخْ .ظا ألَّّ ال ًٚكٍ أٌ َكٌٕ راليٛظ انًـٛخ
ٔأس ّ
ظبءِ ّإال إطا ادزغيُب انشغط انظ٘ رًثّهّ صػٕح ٕٚدُّب انًؼًضاٌ ثبنُـجخ إنٗ أرغاثّ :االػزغاف ثبنشطبٚب ٔانزٕثخ ػُٓب،
ٔاَزظبع اؿزؼالٌ َيٍ ٚـكت َؼًخ انغٔح انمضؽ انغبفغح ٔانًذغّعح ٔانًذٛٛخ.
أشبع يغلؾ ثذ ّ
ك إنٗ ْظا انٕالغ انجضٚض ػُضيب افززخ إَجٛهّ ثٓظِ انؼجبعح« :ثضء إَجٛم ٚـٕع انًـٛخ اثٍ هللا» ( .)١ :١إطا كبٌ
«انًكزٕة ُٚمغأ يٍ ػُٕاَّ» ،كًب ٚمٕل انًثم انشؼج ّ ،ٙفٓظا ٚؼُ ٙأَُّب أيبو ثشغٖ يب ثؼضْب ثشغّٖ ،
ألٌ انغةّ َفـّ ْٕ يُطهمٓب
ٔيضًَٕٓب ،يٍ جٓخَٔ ،ذٍ يضاْب ٔيغيبْب ،يٍ جٓخ أسغٖ .أيبو ْظا انـ ًُؼطٗ اإلنٓ ّ-ٙاإلَـبَ ّ ،ٙانظ٘ ال ّ ًٚغ ػه ّٛانؼيٍ
يًٓب طبل ،ال ٚـؼُب ؿٕٖ أٌ َؤسظ يؤسظ يغلؾ ف ٙرجُّ ّٛلٕل انُج ّ ٙف ٙدضٚثّ ػٍ انًؼًضاٌ« :أػ ّضٔا طغٚك انغةّ اطُؼٕا
ؿجهّ يـزمًٛخ» (.)٣ :١
ّ
أٌ ٚط ّم هللا ػهٗ اإلَـبٌ ثششض ٚـٕع انًـٛخ ْ ٙانجشغٖ ،ثبيزٛبػ ،ف ٙانزبعٚز انجشغ ّ
٘ كهّ .فإٌ شبء انًغء أٌ ٚظْت إنٗ
ْظا انهمبء ال ث ّض نّ يٍ أٌ ٚؼٛض انُظغ ثُفـّ .فهمبء كٓظا ٚزطهّت جٕٓػّٚخ صاسهّٛخ رضغ انًغء ف ٙؿٛبق انجشغٖ انًـٛذّٛخ :انذٛبح
ً
اَزمبال ػهٗ يـزٕٚبد ػ ّضح :يٍ االػٕجبج إنٗ االؿزمبيخ ،يٍ االَذضاع إنٗ انُٕٓع،
انذمٛمّٛخ يغ هللا ٔيغ انمغٚتْٔ .ظا ٚؼُٙ
يٍ انغكٕص إنٗ انذّٕٚٛخ ،يٍ انغشبٔح إنٗ انٕضٕح ،يٍ انضالل إنٗ انذ ّ
ك ،يٍ اإلدجبط إنٗ انغجبء ،يٍ انٓغٔة إنٗ
انًٕاجٓخ ،يٍ انضٛبع إنٗ انٕػ ،ٙيٍ انش ّغ إنٗ انظالح ،يٍ انؼضأح إنٗ انًظبنذخ ،يٍ انكظة إنٗ انظضق .إَّّ اَزمبل إنٗ
ظب.
اإلًٚبٌ ثٛـٕع انًـٛخ إنًٓب ٔيشهّ ً
ْكظا ٚظٛغ طغٚك انمهت يفزٕ ًدب اللزجبل انغٔح انمضؽ ٔػًهّ انًذ ٙٛف ٙدٛبرُبْ .ظا ْٕ يب َزغ ّجبِ ألَفـُب َٔذٍ ػهٗ أثٕاة
ّ
األعصٌٔ ،ؿًُغ طٕد يٍ انـًبء ٚمٕلْ« :ظا
االدزفبل ثؼٛض انظٕٓع اإلنٓ ّ ،ٙدًُٛب َؼل انغٔح ثٓٛئخ دًبيخ ػهٗ انًؼزًض فٙ
ُ
ُغعد» (يغلؾ ْ .)١١-٩ :١ظا الزجهُبِ ف ٙجغٌ انًؼًٕصّٚخ َٔذٍ يضػٌّٕٔ انٕٛو إنٗ أٌ َؼًم ػهٗ أٌ
اثُ ٙانذجٛت انظ٘ ثّ ؿ
ٚكٌٕ ٔالؼًب يؼً ٕٛشب ٔيـزً ًّغا فُٛبْ .كظا رظٛغ صػٕح انًؼًضاٌ انزبعٚشّٛخ رهك صػٕح إنُٛب انٕٛو رذًم ف ٙطّٛبرٓب يب نى ٚطبنّ
انؼيٍ :ػًم هللا انًـزً ّغ نشالص اإلَـبٌ ً ٕٚيب ثؼض ٕٚو.
طٕد انًؼًضاٌ طبعر انٕٛو ْٕٔ ٚضػَٕب إنٗ رؼغٚخ طٔارُب أيبو انغةّ نكٚ ٙغـهٓب ٔٚؼطُٛب إّٚبْب يٍ جضٚض ،فُجغأ يٍ ك ّم صاء
َٔزؼبفَٗٔ ،ظجخ أط ّذبء ٔػمالء ،أدغاعًا يٍ لٛض األْٕاء ٔانش ّغ ٔانشٛطبٌ .انٕٛو ٕٚو إػالٌ ْظا اإلَجٛم إنُٛبُٚ ،مهُب ،ػجغ
يشبع أنٛى ،إنٗ ػٛش شفبئُب ٔسالطُب يُظ ا .ٌٜإَّّ يشبع ٔاػض ثزضبفغ إعاصح اإلَـبٌ ٔرٕاضؼّ يغ ػًم انغٔح انمضؽ.
األعصٌ ّ
ّ
ألٌ ْظِ ْ ٙإعاصح هللا يٍ جٓزُب!
أال كبٌ َظٛجُب كُظٛت ٚـٕع فٙ
هتروبىليت جبل لبٌاى صلىاى

SAINT NICHOLAS ORTHODOX CHURCH
BANQUET HALL
The Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church Banquet Hall is the perfect venue for your next wedding reception,
baptism, graduation, birthday, or conference. We offer a range of professional banquet and catering
services for making any event a very personal experience for our community. Our vast and eclectic menu
showcases a variety of banquet menu options and premium beverages. Our friendly and professionally
trained staff will work with you to identify your needs, budget and develop the perfect event for you.
For more information contact our Church office at (415) 648-5200 or info@stnicholas-sf.com

Banquet Hall Amenities
Over 6000 square feet
Seating for up to 350 guests
200 square foot elevated stage
25ft x 25ft dance floor
Lighting & Sound
Bar available
Fully equipped industrial kitchen
On-site catering available with staff
External caterers are welcome
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware, silverware available
Event set up, tear down and cleaning services available
Complimentary parking lot
Wheelchair accessible

