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St. Nicholas Orthodox Church

Antiochian Archdiocese of North America
Diocese of Los Angeles and the West
5200 Diamond Heights Blvd., San Francisco, CA 94131
Tel: (415) 648-5200

Email: info@stnicholas-sf.com--website:stnicholas-sf.com
His Eminence Metropolitan JOSEPH, Archbishop
of New York and Metropolitan of all North America
Pastor, V. Rev. Fr. George Baalbaki
(586) 214-4428 revbaalbaki@yahoo.com
Sub-Dn. llyan Baalbaki
Sub-Dn. Tariq Rantisi
Parish Council Chairman: Azar Azar
Parish Council Vice Chairman: Salim Qaru
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Sunday, February 20, 2022
sl ¥ aal Sunday of the Prodigal Son

CHURCH IS OPEN!
If you plan to attend, please make sure to wear a mask when you walk inside. Please don’t
attend if you’re feeling sick.
We pray for the good health, well-being, and safety of everyone. God Bless!

MEMORIAL SERVICE
Memorial Service will be held this Sunday for
Dr. Christiana Najjar, Nadia Khoury Abdal, Evon Mousa Kharbout,
Fuad Malouf, and Hanna Skef
May Their Memories Be Eternal!

SYMPATHY & CONDOLENCES:

We Would Like to Offer our Deepest Sympathy and Condolences to:

% Nabil Abu Dawood on the passing of his wife's cousin, Nadia Khoury Abdal. May her
memory be eternal!

% Fadel Shammout on the passing of his grandmother, Evon Mousa Kharbout. May her
memory be eternal!

% Najjar Families on the passing of Dr. Christiana Najjar. May her memory be eternal!

% Malouf family for the passing of Fuad Malouf. May his memory be eternal!

% Mery Skef Saddekni and her family on the passing of her grandfather, Hanna Skef. May
his memory be eternal!

THE EPISTLE: 1 Corinthians (6:12-20)
Brethren, all things are lawful for me, but not all things are expedient. All things are lawful for me,
but I will not be brought under the authority of anything. Foods are for the belly, and the belly for
foods; but God will destroy both it and them. Now the body is not for fornication, but for the Lord,
and the Lord for the body; and God both raised up the Lord, and will also raise us up through His
power. Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall | therefore take away the
members of Christ, and make them members of a harlot? God forbid! Or, do you not know that he
who is joined to a harlot is one body with her? For, “The two,” He says, “shall become one flesh.”
But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit. Flee fornication! Every sin that a person commits is
outside the body, but whoever commits fornication sins against his own body. Or, do you not




know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have received from God,
and that you are not your own? For you were bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your
body and in your spirit, which are God’s.
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THE GOSPEL: Luke (15:11-32)
The Lord spoke this parable: “There was a man who had two sons; and the younger of them said to
his father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that falls to me.” And he divided his living
between them. Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took his journey into
a far country, and there he squandered his property in loose living. And when he had spent
everything, a great famine arose in that country, and he began to be in want. So he
went and joined himself to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed
swine. And he would gladly have fed on the pods that the swine ate; and no one gave him
anything. But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have
bread enough and to spare, but I perish here with hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and I
will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be
called your son; treat me as one of your hired servants.”” And he arose and came to his father. But
while he was yet at a distance, his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and embraced him
and kissed him. And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; |
am no longer worthy to be called your son.” But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the
best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet; and bring the fatted
calf and kill it, and let us eat and make merry; for this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was
lost, and is found.” And they began to make merry. Now his elder son was in the field; and as he
came and drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing. And he called one of the servants
and asked what this meant. And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed
the fatted calf, because he has received him safe and sound.” But he was angry and refused to go
in. His father came out and entreated him, but he answered his father, ‘Lo, these many years I have
served you, and I never disobeyed your command; yet you never gave me a kid that I might make
merry with my friends. But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your living with
harlots, you killed for him the fatted calf!” And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and
all that is mine is yours. It was fitting to make merry and be glad, for this your brother was dead,
and is alive; he was lost, and is found.””
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February 26™ is Saturday of Souls. On Sunday February 27", a General Memorial Service “For
All Those Who Have Fallen Asleep Since The Ages” will take place. Special Commemoration will
take place for all those who passed away recently! Memory Eternal.
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Offered in loving memory of all who have fallen asleep recently: Leila Khoury, Almaz Tannous,
Dr. Tali Bashour, Joseph David Hanhan, Basima Jaghab Atwan, Fr. Gregory Ofiesh, Hanna
George Karkar, Hanna Yousef Qaqundah, Salim Fassho, Farah Massis, Samir Massad,
Margo Bader, Suhaila Salfiti Rezkalah, Dr. Elias Kouchakji, Beatrice Nicholas, Hanna
Dayeh, Hanna Skef, Dr. Christiana Najjar, Evon Mousa Kharbout, Nadia Khoury Abdal,
Hanna Dayeh and Fuad Malouf.
May their memory be eternal!
If you would like to add your loved ones names, please contact Fr. George Baalbaki.

ALTAR CANDLES  Jsl) Jyalié

%> Offered by Nabil Abu Dawood in loving memory of his wife, Amal Abu Dawood and her
mom Sonia Fares. God Bless and Many Years!

@*Offered by Rossete Saba for the continued good health and well-being of John and Joanne
Saba on the special occasion of their anniversary. God Bless and Many More Years!

@Offered by Rossete Saba in Loving memory of Nichola and George Saba.
May Their Memories Be Eternal!

7T\
¥ Offered by Mery Skef Saddekni in Loving memory of her grandfather, Hanna Skef.
May His Memory Be Eternal!

Holy Bread of Oblation is offered by:
1 David Hanhan and his family, in loving memory of His Son,
Joseph David Hanhan. May His Memory Be Eternal!

Ladies Auxiliary: Meat Fare Sunday Luncheon
Next Sunday, February 27", Our Ladies Auxiliary will start the Lenten season with a Luncheon.
The first Sunday will be Meat pie and Zaatar pie.
To preorder, please contact Janet Baqgleh at (650) 438-7371.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND EVENTS:

*HOUSE BLESSING:
If you would like the V. Rev. Fr. George Baabaki to bless your home, please contact the church
office or Fr. George to schedule a visit. Church Office: 415-648-5200 | Fr. George: 586-214-4428




*THE PRODIGAL SON RETURNS — Our Journey to Pascha! : Sunday, February 20™.
Schedule a Confession. Every morning say, ‘Today I will be Humble’. Use up and freeze meats
this week.

*SUNDAY SCHOOL IS NOW IN SESSION:

Welcome to the new 2022 Sunday School Year! We are excited to welcome everyone back
and have new students join us! If you have any questions, feel free to contact Esther Clemence
Azar at estherbatarse@gmail.com Thank you and looking forward to seeing all the children
back at Church!

*LADIES MEETING: Saturday, February 26™

Ladies, Please join us for our monthly meeting, it will be held at Inam’s house , on Saturday
Feb 26" at 11:30 am. Light lunch will be served: cost $10. We will be discussing the yearly
agenda, and setting up the activity for “March ladies’ month”. Hope to see you all!

Address: please contact the office for the address.

*AHOS (Antiochian House of Studies):

Educational opportunities offered by the Antiochian House of Studies. We encourage you to
register and learn in depth of our Orthodox faith. Please visit http://tahos.org/ to apply.
*JUDGMENT SUNDAY (Meatfare Sunday): Sunday, February 27",

The Sunday of the Last Judgment is the third Sunday of a three-week period prior to the
commencement of Great Lent. On this day, focus is placed on the future judgment of all
persons who will stand before the throne of God when Christ returns in His glory.

* ST. NICHOLAS FAMILY NIGHT - Sponsored by the Tannous Family:

Saturday, March 5™ at 6 PM. Please join us as the Tannous Family are sponsoring an
incredible night to raise funds to help the needy families in Syria, Jordan, Palestine, and
Lebanon. We need your support! All you can eat buffet and live entertainment by the Superstar
Nader Zaki, featuring Maestro Radwan and band. $50 per adult and $25 per child. Please
contact the church office for any questions 415-648-5200 and God Bless you All!

*CAMP THY 2022:June 20" — June 25™

Camp is back at St. Sava Mission in Jackson, Ca! Registration is open with limited space. To
register or for more information, please visit: https://campthy.com/camper-registration/
*70" ANNUAL PARISH LIFE CONFERENCE 2022: June 29" — July 3™

PLC is taking place in Santa Clara Marriott Hotel, hosted by Orthodox Church of the
Redeemer. To reglster or for more information, please visit: https //antiochianevents.com/la
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2022 Great Lent
{ Lent Period: March 7th — April 23"}

Day Date Celebration

Saturday | February 26" Saturday of Souls

Sunday February 27" Judgment Sunday (Meatfare Sunday)
Sunday March 6" Forgiveness Sunday (Cheesefare Sunday)
Monday March 7% FIRST MONDAY of GREAT LENT
Sunday March 13" Sunday of Orthodoxy

Friday March 25" Annunciation of the Theotokos (Fish Allowed)
Sunday March 27 Sunday of the Holy Cross
Sunday April 10" Catholic Palm Sunday

Sunday April 17" Orthodox Palm Sunday (Fish Allowed) /

Catholic Easter

Friday April 22" Great and Holy Friday

Sunday April 24" GREAT AND HOLY PASCHA
Sunday June 12" Pentecost

2022 St. Nicholas Church CHURCH EVENTS

Month Event

March St. Nicholas Family Night
June 20" — 2 Camp THY

June 30" — July 3" PLC in Santa Clara

July 24" St. Nicholas Annual Day Picnic
October 1% — 2™ St. Nicholas Annual Festival
November 19" St. Nicholas Annual Thanksgiving Family Night
December 11" Parish Council Elections
December 17" St. Nicholas Christmas Party

Metropolitan Anthony
SUNDAY OF THE PRODIGAL SON

Time and again | have occasion to preach on the Parable of the Prodigal Son, on the story
of the Publican and the Pharisee, and every time | notice how easy it is for me - not in fact, not in
reality, but in imagination - to identify with the sinner who has found his way to God, with the
publican who stood broken-hearted at the gate of the church, unable to walk even into the holy
space of God, or with the prodigal son, who in spite of grievous sin, of incredible insensitiveness,
of cruelty, still found his way home.

And how rarely | was touched to the quick by the destiny of the pharisee, by the destiny of
the elder son - yet, God condemned neither of the two. About the publican He said: And this man
went home more forgiven, more blessed than the other one. He did not say that the pharisee went
without the love of God accompanying him, that God was forgetting his faithfulness, his sense of




dutiful obedience.

And again today we find ourselves face-to-face with the
elder son. All his life he had lived side-by-side with his
father, all his life he had made his father's interests his
concern - he had worked hard, faithfully, forgetful of self,

** I without paying attention to tiredness, without claiming any
| reward just because he felt it was right to do so. There was
something indeed lacking in him - a warmth, a tenderness, a

{ joy in his father. But there was one thing which is so

- | impressive in him - his faithfulness; in spite of the fact that
his heart was not aglow, he remained faithful. In spite of the
fact that he received no visible reward or no visible
acknowledgement he remained faithful, he worked, as he
says - he slaved.

How hard we are when we think of him as of one who
deserves little of our sympathy; but how few of us are
capable of being so faithful, so perfectly and steadily obedient to the call of duty as he was when
we are not met with recognition, do not hear a word of encouragement, do not receive the
slightest reward because, as the father did with regard to the elder son, those who surround us,
those whom we serve, for whom we slave perhaps, those whose interest is at the very centre of
our life, take it for granted. Isn't it natural? Isn't he my son? Isn't he my father? Isn't he my
brother? Isn't he my spouse? Isn't he my friend? Doesn't all this imply total, unlimited devotion
which is its own reward?

How cruel we are so often to the people who surround us and who are put by us in the
position of the elder son - never recognised and always expected to do the right thing
unflinchingly and perfectly.

Indeed, the prodigal son had warmth, the prodigal son had come back broken-hearted, he
was ready to become new, while the other one could only go on, plod on with his stem
faithfulness; unless - unless, confronted with the father's compassion, he understood what it
meant that his younger brother had been truly dead and had come to life, had been truly lost and
was found.

Let us think of ourselves. We, all of us, have someone around us whom we treat with the
same coldness with which we think of the elder brother; but also all of us have someone whom
we treat as contemptuously and harshly as the elder brother treated his younger brother whom he
had written off, who was no brother to him; he had been unfaithful to their father, he was
unforgivable. And yet, here was the father, the victim of the son's rejection, light-mindedness,
cruelty, who forgave wholeheartedly and tenderly.

Let us find our own place in this tragic and beautiful parable because then we may find our
way, either out of being the elder son, though perhaps so much less dutiful, so much less honest,
so much less devoted to the interests of our father, our friends, our relatives; or else perhaps, can
we find in our heart a creative sympathy for the younger son and learn from him first that there is
never a situation out of which a honest repentance, a turn-about cannot bring us and that there is
one at least - God - and probably one person, or many, who are ready to receive us, redeem us,
restore us and allow us to begin a new life together - father, younger and elder brother.

THE PRODIGAL SOH
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Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church
Dangewel Hell

The Saint Nicholas Orthodox
Church Banquet Hall is the perfect
venue for your next wedding
reception, baptism, graduation,
birthday, or conference. We offer
a range of professional banquet
and catering services with a vast
and eclectic menu, showcasing a
variety of catering options and
premium beverages. Our friendly
and professionally trained staff will
work with you to identify your
needs within your budget to create
a personal and memorable event.

BANQUET HALL AMENITIES
Over 6000 square feet with a full bar }—,%_ -
350 capacity with dining ‘T* i b"\‘g«; 23
< SRS AR &
25ft x 25ft dance floor P 2 : :

Lighting & Sound

On-site catering with staff

Fully equipped industrial kitchen
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware,

silverware available
Set up, take down, and cleaning services
Complimentary parking lot

Wheelchair accessible



Recent Transactions

REAL ASSETS.
REAL RESULTS.

Considering
Buying or Selling a

2844 215 Street
$3,595,000 | 12 Units

e 40%+ upside in rents

Multi-Unit or
Mixed-Use Property? :

Specializing in Mixed-Use, Multi-Family,
SRO’s, and Commercial Properties in San
Francisco and San Mateo Counties.

31563158 24" Street

Having brokered over $10 Million in the $2,700,000 | 8 Unit Mixed-Use Property
last year, no challenge is too big or small. * Off Market Transaction

. * Represented Seller
Contact me for commercial real estate

inquiries.

Hanna (John) Azar

Broker-Associate

2 Hannajohn.Azar@compass.com 380] Mission Street
Q 4158750177 $1,900,000 | 4 Unit Mixed-Use Proerty
* 30% + upside in rents
e ADU potential

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California operating under multiple entities.

License Numbers 01991628, 1527235, 1527365, 1356742, 1443761, 1997075, 1935359,

1961027, 1842987, 1869607, 1866771, 1527205, 1079009, 1272467. All material is intended
for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to
errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdrawal without notice. No statement is

made as to the accuracy of any description or measurements (including square footage). This is not
intended to solicit property already listed. No financial or legal advice provided. Equal Housing C O M E R C I A L

Opportunity. @ m
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Follow us on [§] [E) @mosaicmarketbayarea
() 9 37th street & El Camino, San Mateo +1650-477-2099




§§ SAADEH LAW

JOHN SAADEH,
ESQ, MBA

oL  BUSINESS LAW

@ REAL ESTATE LAW

ESTATE PLANNING

P: (650) 918-7
1 Saadehlawfirm.com
john@saadehlawfirm.com

333 Gellert blvd, Ste.]l@” HD\ P |1
Dalyﬂity,CA94015: | =
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THE REPRESENTING VICTIMS
ICHAEL  OF SERIOUS PERSONAL INJURY
LAW FIRM & WRONGFUL DEATH

jous injuries or lost a
to,someone else’s

¥ (Fires/Explosions)

dtorcycle Crashes

T/ Lyft/Taxi Accidents
alls (Slip/Trip) & Construction

(415) 447-9833 © ISSA MICHAEL, ESO.
MichaelLawCA.com Trial Attorney Since 1996




