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St. Nicholas Orthodox Church

Antiochian Archdiocese of North America
Diocese of Los Angeles and the West
5200 Diamond Heights Blvd., San Francisco, CA 94131
Tel: (415) 648-5200

Email: info@stnicholas-sf.com--website:stnicholas-sf.com
His Eminence Metropolitan JOSEPH, Archbishop
of New York and Metropolitan of all North America
Pastor, V. Rev. Fr. George Baalbaki
(586) 214-4428 revbaalbaki@yahoo.com
Sub-Dn. llyan Baalbaki
Sub-Dn. Tariq Rantisi
Parish Council Chairman: Azar Azar
Parish Council Vice Chairman: Salim Qaru

Sunday, March 27, 2022
Third Sunday of Great Lent
Veneration of the Precious and Life-Giving Cross
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CHURCH IS OPEN!
Mask is not required but recommended regardless of vaccination status.
Please don’t attend if you’re feeling sick.

We pray for the good health, well-being, and safety of everyone. God Bless!

THE EPISTLE: Hebrews (4:14-5:6)
Brethren, since we have a great High Priest, Who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of
God, let us hold fast the confession. For we do not have a High Priest Who is unable to sympathize
with our infirmities, but one Who has been in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.
Let us therefore draw near with boldness to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy, and
may find grace to help in time of need. For every high priest, being taken from among the people,
1s appointed on behalf of the people in things pertaining to God, that he may offer up both gifts
and sacrifices for sins; who can have compassion on the ignorant and on those who are erring,
since he himself also is encompassed with infirmity. Because of this he is bound, as for the people
so also for himself, to offer up for sins. And no one takes the honor upon himself, but as being
called by God, as was Aaron. So Christ also did not glorify Himself to become a High Priest, but it
was by the One saying to Him, “Thou art My Son, today I have begotten Thee.” As He says also
in another place, “Thou art a Priest forever, according to the order of Melchizedek.”
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THE GOSPEL: Mark (8:34-9:1)
The Lord said, “If any man would come after Me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and
follow Me. For whoever would save his life will lose it; and whoever loses his life for My sake and




the gospel’s will save it. For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit his soul?
For what can a man give in return for his soul? For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in

this adulterous and sinful generation, of him will the Son of man also be ashamed, when He comes
in the glory of His Father with the holy angels.” And Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, there

are some standing here who will not taste death before they see the kingdom of God come with
power.”
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ALTAR CANDLES  Js¢l Jualid

4%Offered by Michael & Nadia Rantisi and Family for the Good Health of
Tarig & Marya Rantisi on the occasion of their Birthdays. God Bless and Many Years!

+ Offered by St. Nicholas Church for the good health and well-being of Bashar Nashawati,
Bishar Hennawi and the Entire Bashour Family. God Bless and Many Years!

m
%%Q*Offered by St. Nicholas Church in Loving memory of
Bishara Wahab, Dr. Tali Bashour and Bishara Kubein on the occasion of the Feast day of
Annunciation. May Their Memories be Eternal!

Holy Bread of Oblation is offered by:
T David Hanhan and his family, in loving memory of His Son,
Joseph David Hanhan. May His Memory Be Eternal!

CONGRATULATIONS:
Congratulations to Chris and Michelle Rantisi on the birth of their newly baby boy, Luke Simon
Rantisi. From Simon & Rima Rantisi and Jamal & Muna Saleh. God Bless you all!

In keeping with the tradition in our Archdiocese, ladies will show their involvement in the life of
the church in the most visible way during the month of March.
They will usher, collect trays, read the Epistle and deliver sermonette...
Our Ladies Auxiliary usually prepares a Lenten Luncheon on Sundays. This year they are asking
for your help by donating or preparing food.

N7

>€ Sermonette: > Epistle in Arabic: > Epistle in English:

Janet Bagleh Mery Skef Saddekni Betty Husary

Lady Auxiliary Bake Sale! Palm Sunday, April 17™, following Church Service.
We are currently taking pre-orders via phone.
Ka’ak Date, Warbat, Walnut Katavef, Ma’moul: $3 each
Helbeh, Magruta, Burma, Hala with Jeben, Barazek, Baklava, and more: $2 each
For Pre-orders, please contact the church office, Janet Azar, Inam Shami, Juliet Najjar or
Randa Shatara. Pre-order pick-ups are on Saturday, April 16™ and Sunday, April 17"
from 12 PM- 2 PM @ St. Nicholas Church.




2022 Great Lent
{ Lent Period: March 7th — April 23"}
Day Date Celebration
Friday March 25" Annunciation of the Theotokos (Fish Allowed)
Sunday March 27° Sunday of the Holy Cross
Sunday April 10" Catholic Palm Sunday
Sunday April 17" Orthodox Palm Sunday (Fish Allowed) /
Catholic Easter
Friday April 22" Great and Holy Friday
Sunday April 24" GREAT AND HOLY PASCHA
Sunday June 12" Pentecost
The Services program during Cadlall (ira V) o gual) B 38 MA@l sheall gall
the period of Great Lent 2022 2022 alad
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Palm Sunday Luncheon
On Sunday, April 17", we will serve delicious Luncheon (Fish) after the service celebrating the
Palm Sunday offered by the Massad Family. Donation: $45
Please call the church office to reserve your seat in advance as soon as possible.

Good Friday Flowers $50 (Minimum Donation) per Bouquet
Mlmﬂ/’ay@ud/wmw,ﬂJﬂﬂ/

Name: a)
Phone Number CisdLilf a3
Donation($): lal)
Message:

Good Friday flowers: Dear Parishioners: To avoid misspelling of the names, please mail or
email the names along with the donation or put it in the tray on Sunday in an envelope with
your name & write a memo that this donation is for the “Bier of Christ”. Thank you for your
cooperation.




Lenten Luncheon: Join us this Sunday, for Fish & Chips Lenten Luncheon offered
by the Shami Family. If you would like to pre-order for pick-up on Sunday, please contact
the Church office (415-648-5200), Inam Shami (650-270-3369) or Sue Rantisi ( 650-823-
2949). Donation: $10 per plate.

PASCHA (EASTER) BREAKFAST ITEMS NEEDED:
As our custom, the family of St. Nicholas Parish enjoys breaking the Fast together on the dawn
of the Resurrection day. After Divine Liturgy we will have breakfast together in celebration of
the feast of the Resurrection of our Lord. Call the church office if you would like to donate items
or finances. Thank you for your donations!

It is the time of giving!

Food for Hungry People Seminarians and Family IOCC for Ukraine

If you would like to donate to one or more of these charities, please send your donation to the
Church office.

“Every drop of kindness has a ripple effect. You never know how far reaching each ripple might
be. I have never seen anyone corrected through anger, but always through love.”
—St. Joseph the Hesychast

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND EVENTS:

= MENS MONTHLY MEETING: Next Tuesday, March 29" in the Church hall. All
men are welcomed and encouraged to join us for our monthly meeting. Please contact
Jeries Azar for more info.

= NEWLYWEDS AND MIDDLE-AGED FAMILIES MEETING: Friday, April 1%,
at 6 PM in the Church hall.

= LADY AUXILIARY MONTHLY MEETING: Saturday, April 2". St. Nicholas
Ladies Auxiliary will be having their monthly meeting at Mimi Hanhan’s home in
Sacramento. All of you ladies are welcome! If you are planning to join us, please RSVP
with the Church office (415-648-5200) or Sue Rantisi (650-823-2949) to confirm your
spot. We look forward to a great meeting!

= ST.NICHOLAS WORKSHOP: Sunday, April 10", directly following Church
Service in our hall. This is going to be an event for the whole family to enjoy! Bring
your children and grab a seat as we will host a fun, creative, and educational workshop
from cookie baking & decorating, bread making, flower designing, Egg decorating,
palm cross making, and many more activities for you to enjoy!

= AFFORDABLE HOMES FOR SALE in Diamond Heights: Habitat for Humanity is
building 8 affordable homes for first-time homebuyers. Applicants cannot have owned
a home in the past 3 years, meet income guidelines and willing to complete 500
volunteer hours. Approved applicants qualify for monthly payment equal to 30% of
your gross household income, no down payment and will have 0% interest mortgage.
There is a mandatory virtual info session prior to applying. Applications are now open
until April 22" and the lottery will be held on May 13™. For more info, please
visit: www.habitatgsf.org/amber-drive-info.




= ST.NICHOLAS SPRING HAT SHOW: Sunday, May 22", directly following
Divine Liturgy. Ladies, Get ready to show up in your spring hats! More details to
follow.

= CAMP THY 2022: June 20" — June 25" Camp is back at St. Sava Mission in
Jackson, Ca! Registration is open with limited space. To register or for more
information, please visit: https://campthy.com/camper-registration/

= 70" ANNUAL PARISH LIFE CONFERENCE 2022: June 29" — July 3" taking place
in Santa Clara Marriott Hotel, hosted by Orthodox Church of the Redeemer. To register or
for more information, please visit: https://antiochianevents.com/la

= TREE OF LIEE: If you would like to purchase a Leaf with your name or a loved one’s
name engraved to hang on the Tree, please contact the Church office.

2022 ST. NICHOLAS UPCOMING EVENTS
Save the Dates!

July 24" St. Nicholas Annual Day Picnic
October 1% — 2™ St. Nicholas Annual Festival
November 19" St. Nicholas Annual Thanksgiving Family Night
December 11" Parish Council Elections
December 17" St. Nicholas Christmas Party

ST. NICHOLAS
CHURCH

PLEASE JOIN US UNTIL THE END
OF OUR GREAT FAST FOR
GREAT COMPLINE SERVICES

EVERY WEDNESDAY AT ’
~ WEDNESDA
7/ PM & AKATHIST SERVICE ‘ BT 7 PM
EVERY FRIDAY AT 7 PM.

COME JOIN US FOR




Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh
SUNDAY OF THE CROSS

As we progress deeper and deeper into the weeks of Lent,
we can say with an ever-growing sense of gratitude and of
pe joy, of a serene and exulting joy the words of a Psalm, ‘My
1 soul shall live, and with gratitude I will give glory to the

Yo Lord'.

s In the first week of Lent we have seen all the promises of
L@, salvation given in the Old Testament fulfilled: God became
W man, salvation has come, and all hopes are possible. And
then, in the second week of Lent, we had the glorious
proclamation of all the Saints of Christendom that not only
did God come and dwell in our midst, but He has poured
out upon us, into the Church, and into every human soul
ready to receive Him the presence, the transforming gift of
»| the Holy Spirit that makes us gradually commune ever

3 5 deeper to the Living God until one day we become

il partakers of the Divine nature.

And today, if we ask ourselves, 'But how that? How can we be forgiven, how can evil be
undone?' - one step brings us deeper into gratitude, deeper into joy, deeper into certainty when
we consider, when we contemplate the Cross.

There is a passage of the Gospel in which we are told that when Christ spoke of salvation and
of its conditions, Peter said to Him, "Who then can be saved?' - and Christ answered, "What is
not possible to men is possible for God!’. And He Himself came; the fullness of God abided in
a human person, and He has power to forgive because He is the victim of all the evil, all the
cruelty, all the destructiveness of human history. Because indeed, no one but the victim can
forgive those who have brought evil, suffering, misery, corruption and death into their lives.
And Christ does not only forgive His own murderers, when He says, 'Father, forgive - they
don't know what they are doing': He goes beyond this, because He had said, "WWhatever you
have done to one of My smaller brethren and sisters, you have done it to Me’ - not only in
good, but indeed, the worst: because in compassion, in solidarity He identifies with every
sufferer: the death, the pain, the agony of each of those who suffer is His. And so, when He
prays, 'Father, forgive! They do not know what they are doing, what they have been doing’, He
prays for each of us not only in His own name, but in the name of all those upon whom evil
has visited because of human sin.

But it is not only Christ who forgives; everyone who has suffered in soul, in body, in spirit, -
everyone is called to grant freedom to those who have made him suffer.

And so, we can see why Christ says, 'Forgive so that you may be forgiven' because both the
victim and the culprit are tied in one knot of solidarity and reciprocal responsibility. Only the
victim can say, 'Lord - forgive him, forgive her’, and only then can the Lord say, ‘I do!”’.

But do you realise what responsibility it puts on each of us with regard to all and everyone?
But also the depth, the glorious depth of hope which opens up to us when we look at the Cross
and see that in solidarity with all mankind Christ taking upon Himself all the suffering of the
world, accepting to die an impossible death has said in the name of all the sufferers, 'Yes, -




forgive!’

This is one more step towards freedom, this is one more step towards the moment when we
will be faced with Christ's resurrection that engulfs us also because the risen Christ is risen and
Is offering all and each of us the fullness of eternal life.

And so again, and again we can say that Lent is a spring of a new life, a new time, a time of
renewal, not only in repentance, but in being taken by Christ Himself as the shepherd took the
lost sheep, as the Lord took up His Cross, brought it to the place of death, and undid death,
undid evil by forgiveness and giving His life. Once more we are confronted with another step
of our freedom and of newness. Let us enter ever deeper into this mystery, into this wonder of
salvation, and rejoice in the Lord, and rejoicing, step after step, more and more, let us also
express our gratitude by newness of life.
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Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church
Dangewel Hell

The Saint Nicholas Orthodox
Church Banquet Hall is the perfect
venue for your next wedding
reception, baptism, graduation,
birthday, or conference. We offer
a range of professional banquet
and catering services with a vast
and eclectic menu, showcasing a
variety of catering options and
premium beverages. Our friendly
and professionally trained staff will
work with you to identify your
needs within your budget to create
a personal and memorable event.

BANQUET HALL AMENITIES
Over 6000 square feet with a full bar }—,%_ -
350 capacity with dining ‘T* i b"\‘g«; 23
< SRS AR &
25ft x 25ft dance floor P 2 : :

Lighting & Sound

On-site catering with staff

Fully equipped industrial kitchen
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware,

silverware available
Set up, take down, and cleaning services
Complimentary parking lot

Wheelchair accessible



Recent Transactions

REAL ASSETS.
REAL RESULTS.

Considering
Buying or Selling a

2844 215 Street
$3,595,000 | 12 Units

e 40%+ upside in rents

Multi-Unit or
Mixed-Use Property? :

Specializing in Mixed-Use, Multi-Family,
SRO’s, and Commercial Properties in San
Francisco and San Mateo Counties.

31563158 24" Street

Having brokered over $10 Million in the $2,700,000 | 8 Unit Mixed-Use Property
last year, no challenge is too big or small. * Off Market Transaction

. * Represented Seller
Contact me for commercial real estate

inquiries.

Hanna (John) Azar

Broker-Associate

2 Hannajohn.Azar@compass.com 380] Mission Street
Q 4158750177 $1,900,000 | 4 Unit Mixed-Use Proerty
* 30% + upside in rents
e ADU potential

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California operating under multiple entities.

License Numbers 01991628, 1527235, 1527365, 1356742, 1443761, 1997075, 1935359,

1961027, 1842987, 1869607, 1866771, 1527205, 1079009, 1272467. All material is intended
for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to
errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdrawal without notice. No statement is

made as to the accuracy of any description or measurements (including square footage). This is not
intended to solicit property already listed. No financial or legal advice provided. Equal Housing C O M E R C I A L

Opportunity. @ m
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Follow us on [§] [E) @mosaicmarketbayarea
() 9 37th street & El Camino, San Mateo +1650-477-2099




§§ SAADEH LAW

JOHN SAADEH,
ESQ, MBA

oL  BUSINESS LAW

@ REAL ESTATE LAW

ESTATE PLANNING

P: (650) 918-7
1 Saadehlawfirm.com
john@saadehlawfirm.com

333 Gellert blvd, Ste.]l@” HD\ P |1
Dalyﬂity,CA94015: | =
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THE REPRESENTING VICTIMS
ICHAEL  OF SERIOUS PERSONAL INJURY
LAW FIRM & WRONGFUL DEATH

jous injuries or lost a
to,someone else’s

¥ (Fires/Explosions)

dtorcycle Crashes

T/ Lyft/Taxi Accidents
alls (Slip/Trip) & Construction

(415) 447-9833 © ISSA MICHAEL, ESO.
MichaelLawCA.com Trial Attorney Since 1996




