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St. Nicholas Orthodox Church

Antiochian Archdiocese of North America
Diocese of Los Angeles and the West
5200 Diamond Heights Blvd., San Francisco, CA 94131
Tel: (415) 648-~5200
Email: info@stnicholas-sf.com--website:stnicholas-sf.com
His Eminence Metropolitan JOSEPH, Archbishop
of New York and Metropolitan of all North America
Pastor, V. Rev. Fr. George Baalbaki
(586) 214-4428 revbaalbaki@yahoo.com
Sub-Dn. llyan Baalbaki
Sub-Dn. Tariq Rantisi
Parish Council Chairman: Azar Azar
Parish Council Vice Chairman: Salim Qaru

N
1
C
H
o
L
A
S

Sunday, April 3, 2022
Fourth Sunday of Great Lent
Commemoration of John Climacus, Author of “The Ladder”
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SYMPATHY AND CONDOLENCES:
We would like to offer our deepest sympathy and condolences to the
Abou Daoud family on the passing of our brother in Christ, Nabil Abou Daoud.
May his memory be eternal!

THE EPISTLE: Hebrews (6:13-20)
Brethren, when God made a promise to Abraham, since He could swear by no one greater, He
swore by Himself, saying, “Surely blessing I will bless thee, and multiplying I will multiply thee.’
And thus, having patiently endured, he obtained the promise. For people indeed swear by what is
greater, and in every dispute of theirs the oath is final for confirmation. So when God, being
minded to show more abundantly to the heirs of the promise the immutability of His counsel, He
interposed it with an oath, that by two immutable things—in which it is impossible for God to
lie—we might have a strong consolation, we, who have fled for refuge to lay hold of the hope that
Is set before us; a hope, which we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and
entering into “that which is within the veil,” where Jesus entered as a Forerunner on our behalf,
having become a High Priest “forever according to the order of Melchizedek.”

b

AT R RS WUV TS L W

3 3y 15088 o I 5 A8 s i LY ol Aty adl 4t aliel g Lo a8 Al 3 camnl ) a0 5 WL ) 6530 4
3 ol A oL L Al il Ll agin b yalie (S ol g agie pliel oo Loy () sandh il L) 5 ae sl JU 5
L e dagd ) aldd O (S Vs ¥ a0 Y (el Jean s calialy Lol 6 e Je J3ad paad (Bl 2 pall 4575
Claall Jals ) Jas da) ) dagel el slu oS W g 531 dlialal g guia sall ol il elluail) ) Ulail) cpll o 45 68
A ) S Gy abasleds ) e jla 85 (Ul (3luS g g J20 Cus

THE GOSPEL: Mark (9:17-31)
At that time, a man came to Jesus, kneeling down and saying unto him, “Teacher, I brought my
son to you, for he has a dumb spirit. And wherever it seizes him, it dashes him down; and he foams
and grinds his teeth and becomes rigid; and | asked Thy Disciples to cast it out, and they were not
able.” And Jesus answered them, “O faithless generation, how long am I to be with you? How long
am I to bear with you? Bring him to Me.” And they brought the boy to Him; and when the spirit




saw Jesus, immediately it convulsed the boy, and he fell on the ground and rolled about, foaming
at the mouth. And Jesus asked his father, “How long has he had this?”” And he said, “From
childhood. And it has often cast him into the fire and into the water, to destroy him; but if Thou
canst do anything, have pity on us and help us.” And Jesus said to him, “If you can believe, all
things are possible to him who believes.” Immediately the father of the child cried out and said
with tears, “Lord, I believe; help my unbelief!” And when Jesus saw that a crowd came running
together, he rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, “You dumb and deaf spirit, | command you,
come out of him, and never enter him again.” And after crying out and convulsing him terribly, it
came out, and the boy was like a corpse; so that most of them said, “He is dead.” But Jesus took
him by the hand and lifted him up, and he arose. And when Jesus had entered the house, His
Disciples asked Him privately, “Why could we not cast it out?”” And Jesus said to them, “This kind
cannot be driven out by anything but prayer and fasting.” They went on from there and passed
through Galilee. And Jesus would not have anyone know it; for He was teaching His Disciples,
saying to them, “The Son of man will be delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill Him;
and after He is killed, He will rise on the third day.”

Yi-VV s Uﬁfid:‘%-'“g\

u)m;}mymﬂal;imjce&ic})m‘;ubdjmiJs.ceimb Ludm}uh\u\t}mé\hduu)ﬂdh@
@A@;Qémuﬁ\@né\cwﬂ\ﬁd&\\.@\ )\_1\54_11;\3 \}Jm#apﬁu\dm)\qgﬂudﬂ} umajmhub
a3l G oS Sia ol Jlud mwtwuﬁﬂ\&m@)&\mﬂm)ﬂabm Aol ) 4 gl (,sxm\
;tjm‘ddus hdc\jucu.\;.ﬁh.\u;\,_iam\u\uﬁj ASSQ_JDM\‘;}JN\@DM\LA\)M%‘DL“AM - JE 913 aslial
.u_ILA.\‘eJ.C&_\.CLSGJmL\L}AJ\G_\‘ dujtymmuw@d\y\cu wﬂt&m;wdﬁw}u\w\u\
.\u‘)!jmc);\ytgdf\b\H‘X\e&‘ﬁ\cj)l\l.@_g\ QLEM‘CJJ\‘)@_\J‘6@JUJJJ@=\¢A§A\U‘6‘HL§‘JMS
Jaa emwijmtjmgh uuas&\uj)gsdu‘;m_msju‘ucﬁj\;gsmj@ms s JAN
e}.A\jaMbY\CFu\uSm‘yuuﬂ\\.mu\ ?@Sdi.ss?«;);.au\uuchm?lhm 28 e sduadts allu Gy
Lgm“ﬁj\?luu)uuj\u.\\u\ ?@djmjom)u?luutsé\_abch\djmu\d).a?])d.\u\‘sﬁ\))b;\d\_mL)A\};);Ld}
Ju\eﬂ\@eﬁdmu\m}‘mmwu\

ALTAR CANDLES  Jsl) Jyalié

@‘-Offered by St. Nicholas Church in Loving memory of
Nabil Abou Daoud. May His Memory be Eternal!

Holy Bread of Oblation is offered by:
T David Hanhan and his family, in loving memory of His Son,
Joseph David Hanhan. May His Memory Be Eternal!

Lady Auxiliary Bake Sale! Palm Sunday, April 17", following Church Service.
Ka’ak Date, Warbat, Walnut Katayef, Ma’moul: $3 each

Helbeh, Magruta, Burma, Hala with Jeben, Barazek, Baklava, and more: $2 each
To Pre-order, please contact the church office, Janet Azar, Inam Shami, Juliet Najjar or Randa
Shatara. Pre-order pick-ups are on Saturday, April 16" and Sunday, April 17"
from 12 PM- 2 PM @ St. Nicholas Church.

It is the time of giving! If you would like to donate to one or more of these charities, please send
our donation to the Church office.

Food for Hungry People Seminarians and Family I0CC for Ukraine




2022 Great Lent
{ Lent Period: March 7th — April 23"}
Day Date Celebration
Sunday April 10" Catholic Palm Sunday
Sunday April 17" Orthodox Palm Sunday (Fish Allowed) /
Catholic Easter
Friday April 22" Great and Holy Friday
Sunday April 24" GREAT AND HOLY PASCHA
Sunday June 12" Pentecost
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Good Friday Flowers $50 (Minimum Donation) per Bouquet
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Name: au)
Phone Number Ll a8
Donation($): aal)
Message:

Good Friday flowers: Dear Parishioners: To avoid misspelling of the names, please mail or
email the names along with the donation or put it in the tray on Sunday in an envelope with
your name & write a memo that this donation is for the “Bier of Christ”. Thank you for your
cooperation.

Palm Sunday Luncheon
On Sunday, April 17", we will serve delicious Luncheon (Fish) after the service celebrating the
Palm Sunday offered by the Massad Family. Donation: $45
Please call the church office to reserve your seat in advance as soon as possible.

PASCHA (EASTER) BREAKFAST ITEMS NEEDED: As our custom, the family of St. Nicholas
Parish enjoys breaking the Fast together on the dawn of the Resurrection day. After Divine Liturgy
we will have breakfast together in celebration of the feast of the Resurrection of our Lord. Call the

church office if you would like to donate items or finances. Thank you for your donations!




ANNOUNCEMENTS AND EVENTS:

ST.NICHOLAS KIDS & FAMILY EASTER WORKSHOP: Next Sunday, April
10", directly following Church Service in our hall. This is going to be an event for the
whole family to enjoy! Bring your children and grab a seat as we will host a fun,
creative, and educational workshop from cookie baking & decorating, bread making,
flower designing, Egg decorating, palm cross making, and many more activities for you
to enjoy!

AFFORDABLE HOMES FOR SALE in Diamond Heights: Habitat for Humanity is
building 8 affordable homes for first-time homebuyers. Applicants cannot have owned
a home in the past 3 years, meet income guidelines and willing to complete 500
volunteer hours. Approved applicants qualify for monthly payment equal to 30% of
your gross household income, no down payment and will have 0% interest mortgage.
There is a mandatory virtual info session prior to applying. Applications are now open
until April 22" and the lottery will be held on May 13". For more info, please

visit: www.habitatgsf.org/amber-drive-info.

ST. NICHOLAS SPRING HAT SHOW: Sunday, May 22", directly following
Divine Liturgy. Ladies, Get ready to show up in your spring hats! More details to
follow.

CAMP THY 2022: June 20" — June 25™ Camp is back at St. Sava Mission in
Jackson, Cal Registration is open with limited space. To register or for more
information, please visit: https://campthy.com/camper-registration/

70" ANNUAL PARISH LIFE CONFERENCE 2022: June 29" — July 3" taking place
in Santa Clara Marriott Hotel, hosted by Orthodox Church of the Redeemer. To register or
for more information, please visit: https://antiochianevents.com/la

TREE OF LIFE: If you would like to purchase a Leaf with your name or a loved one’s
name engraved to hang on the Tree, please contact the Church office.

2022 ST. NICHOLAS UPCOMING EVENTS
Save the Dates!

July 24" St. Nicholas Annual Day Picnic
October 1% — 2" St. Nicholas Annual Festival
November 19" St. Nicholas Annual Thanksgiving Family Night
December 11" Parish Council Elections
December 17" St. Nicholas Christmas Party
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Metropolitan Anthony:
SAINT JOHN OF THE LADDER

Lent is a time of repentance, a time when our heart
of stone must be made by the power of God into a
heart of flesh, from insensitive to become perceptive,
from cold and hard to become warm and open to
others, and indeed, to God Himself.

Lent is a time of renewal when like spring,
everything become new again; when our life that had
gone into a twilight becomes alive with all the
intensity which God can communicate to us, humans,
by making us partakers of His Holy Spirit, by
making us partakers, through the Holy Sacraments
and the direct gift of God, of the Divine nature.

ke 2 It is a time of reconciliation, and reconciliation is a
joy: itis God's joy, and it is our joy; it's a new beginning.
Today is the day of Saint John of the Ladder, and | want to read to you a few phrases of his
which are relevant to the particular time of the year in which we live:

“Repentance, that is our return to God is renewal of our baptism; it is our effort to renew our
covenant with God, our promise to change our life. It is a time when we can acquire humility, that
Is peace; peace with God, peace with ourselves, peace with all the created world. Repentance is
born of hope and rejection of despair. And one who repents, is one who deserves condemnation -
and yet, goes away from the tribunal without shame, because repentance is our peace with God.
And this is achieved through a worthy life, alien to the sins we committed in the past. Repentance
Is cleansing of our conscience. Repentance implies carrying off all sadness and pain.”

And if we ask ourselves how we can achieve it, how we can come to this, how we can respond
to God Who receives us as the father received the prodigal son, a God Who has waited for us,
longingly, Who, rejected, never turned away from us - how can we respond to Him? Here is a
short word about prayer :

“Don't use in prayer falsely wise words; because it is often the simple and uncomplicated
whispering of children that rejoices our heavenly Father. Don't try to say much when you speak to
God, because otherwise your mind in search of words will be lost in them. One word spoken by
the publican brought Divine mercy upon him; one word filled with faith saved the thief on the
cross. The use of the multiplicity of words when we pray disperses our mind and fill it with
Imaginations. One word spoken to God collects the mind in His presence. And if a word, in thy
prayer, reaches you deeply, if you perceive it profoundly - dwell in it, dwell in it, because at such
moments our Angel guardian prays with us because we are true to ourselves and to God”.

Let us remember what Saint John of the Ladder says, even if you forget the short comments
(which I introduced) to make his text more readily understandable. Let us remember his words
because he was a man who knew what it means to turn to God, to stay with God, to be
God’s joy and to rejoice in Him. He is offered us in this time, when we are ascending towards
the days of the Passion, he is offered us as an example of what grace Divine can do to
transform an ordinary, simple human being into a light to the world.




Let us learn from him, let us follow his example, let us rejoice in what God can do by His
power in a human being, and let us confidently, with faith, with an exulting and yet serene joy
follow the advice, listen to God begging us to find a way of life and telling us that with
Him, in Himwe will Dbe alive, because He is the Truth but also the Way and also Life
eternal.
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Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church
Dangewel Hell

The Saint Nicholas Orthodox
Church Banquet Hall is the perfect
venue for your next wedding
reception, baptism, graduation,
birthday, or conference. We offer
a range of professional banquet
and catering services with a vast
and eclectic menu, showcasing a
variety of catering options and
premium beverages. Our friendly
and professionally trained staff will
work with you to identify your
needs within your budget to create
a personal and memorable event.

BANQUET HALL AMENITIES
Over 6000 square feet with a full bar }—,%_ -
350 capacity with dining ‘T* i b"\‘g«; 23
< SRS AR &
25ft x 25ft dance floor P 2 : :

Lighting & Sound

On-site catering with staff

Fully equipped industrial kitchen
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware,

silverware available
Set up, take down, and cleaning services
Complimentary parking lot

Wheelchair accessible



R EA L AS S ETS : Recent Transactions
REAL RESULTS.

Considering
Buying or Selling a

2844 21" Street 3156-3158 24*™ Street

$3,305,000 $2,700,000

Multi-Unit or I
Mixed-Use Property? =g

Specializing in Mixed-Use, Multi-Family, s
SRQO'’s, and Commercial Properties in 31,500,000 .4'_,,50.3':.2 o
San Francisco and San Mateo Counties. o e el

Having recently brokered 20+ million
dollars in recent transactions in the last
year, no challenge is too big or small.
Contact me for commercial real estate € qs= ,
inquiries. 249 Grand Avenue

$1,887,500 $3,275,000
2 Unat Mixed-Use & Urits Muitidamely

Hanna ] Azar
Broker-Associate

& Hannajohn.Azar@compass.com
< 4158750177
& Azarrealtygroup.com

$3,000,000
#02005698 3 Urit Miced-Use

Compam is o recl sstote beoker d by the Stote of Colformio cperching under multple scfifes.
L Numbers 01001628, 1¥ , 1443751, 1097073, 1935300,
7, 1842087, 1860607, . 107 2 2447. All motericl i intended
for informational purposes only and m sowces deemed relioble but is subject o
errors, omissions, chamges in price, condiion, sale, or withdrowel wethout notice. No stotement is
maode cs to fhe cccwrocy of ony description or mecsuremants (including square foctoge). This i rot
irtended fo solicit property clrecdy listed. No §mencial or legal odvice provided. Equal Housing C o M E R C I A L
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Follow us on [§] [E) @mosaicmarketbayarea
() 9 37th street & El Camino, San Mateo +1650-477-2099




§§ SAADEH LAW

JOHN SAADEH,
ESQ, MBA

oL  BUSINESS LAW

@ REAL ESTATE LAW

ESTATE PLANNING

P: (650) 918-7
1 Saadehlawfirm.com
john@saadehlawfirm.com

333 Gellert blvd, Ste.]l@” HD\ P |1
Dalyﬂity,CA94015: | =
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THE REPRESENTING VICTIMS
ICHAEL  OF SERIOUS PERSONAL INJURY
LAW FIRM & WRONGFUL DEATH

jous injuries or lost a
to,someone else’s

¥ (Fires/Explosions)

dtorcycle Crashes

T/ Lyft/Taxi Accidents
alls (Slip/Trip) & Construction

(415) 447-9833 © ISSA MICHAEL, ESO.
MichaelLawCA.com Trial Attorney Since 1996




