duSd ¢ N ASUatY Y GRS jla A€
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Pastor, V. Rev. Fr. George Baalbaki
(586) 214-4428 revbaalbaki@yahoo.com
Sub-Dn. llyan Baalbaki
Sub-Dn. Tariq Rantisi
Parish Council Chairman: Azar Azar
Parish Council Vice Chairman: Salim Qaru

N
1
C
H
o
L
A
S

Sunday, May 22, 2022
Sunday of the Samaritan Woman
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THE EPISTLE: Acts (11:19-30)
In those days, when the apostles were scattered because of the tribulation that arose over Stephen,
they traveled as far as Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to no one, except to
Jews only. But there were some of them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who upon coming to Antioch
spoke to the Hellenists also, preaching the Lord Jesus. And the hand of the Lord was with them,
and a great number that believed turned to the Lord. The report concerning them reached the ears
of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent out Barnabas, to go as far out as Antioch. When he came
and saw the grace of God, he was glad; and he exhorted them all, that with purpose of heart they
should cleave to the Lord; for he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And a great
multitude was added unto the Lord. Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul; and when he
had found him, he brought him to Antioch. For a whole year, they were gathered together in the
church, and they taught a great multitude of people, and the disciples were called Christians first in
Antioch. Now in these days prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. And one of them
named Agabos stood up and signified by the Spirit that there would be a great famine over the
whole world; and this took place in the days of Claudius Caesar. And the disciples, every one
according to his ability, determined to send relief to the brethren who dwelt in Judaea; and they did
s0, sending it to the elders by the hand of Barnabas and Saul.
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THE GOSPEL : John (4:5-42)
At that time, Jesus came to a city of Samaria, called Sychar, near the field that Jacob gave to his
son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, and so Jesus, wearied as He was with his journey, sat down
beside the well. It was about the sixth hour. There came a woman of Samaria to draw water. Jesus
said to her, “Give Me a drink.” For His Disciples had gone away into the city to buy food. The
Samaritan woman said to Him, “How is it that Thou, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of
Samaria?” For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans. Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift
of God, and Who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give Me a drink,” you would have asked Him, and He
woman said to Him, “Sir, Thou hast nothing to draw would have given you living water.” The
with, and the well is deep; where do you get that living water? Art Thou greater than our father
Jacob, who gave us the well, and drank from it himself, and his sons, and his cattle?” Jesus said to
her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will thirst again, but whoever drinks of the water that |
shall give him will never thirst forever; the water that | shall give him will become in him a spring
of water welling up to eternal life.” The woman said to Him, “Sir, give me this water, that | may
not thirst, nor come here to draw.” Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” The
woman answered Him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no
husband’; for you have had five husbands, and he whom you now have is not your husband,; this
you said truly.” The woman said to Him, “Sir, I perceive that Thou art a prophet. Our fathers
worshiped on this mountain; and Thou sayest that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to
worship.” Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe Me, the hour is coming when neither on this
mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. You worship what you do not know; we
worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. But the hour is coming, and now is, when
the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for such the Father seeks to worship
Him. God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.” The woman
said to Him, “I know that Messiah is coming [He Who is called Christ]; when He comes, He will
tell us all things.” Jesus said to her, “I Who speak to you am He.” Just then His Disciples came.
They marveled that He was talking with a woman, but none said, “What dost Thou wish?” or,
“Why art Thou talking with her?” So the woman left her water jar, and went away into the city,
and said to the people, “Come, see a man Who told me all that I ever did. Can this be the Christ?”
They went out of the city and were coming to Him. Meanwhile the Disciples besought Him,
saying, “Rabbi, eat.” But He said to them, “I have food to eat of which you do not know.” So the
Disciples said to one another, “Has anyone brought Him food?” Jesus said to them, “My food is to
do the will of Him Who sent Me, and to accomplish His work. Do you not say, ‘There are yet four
months, then comes the harvest’? I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see how the fields are already
white for harvest. He who reaps receives wages, and gathers fruit for eternal life, so that sower
and reaper may rejoice together. For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ I
sent you to reap that for which you did not labor; others have labored, and you have entered into
their labor.” Many Samaritans from that city believed in Him because of the woman’s testimony,
“He said to me all that I ever did.” So when the Samaritans came to Him, they asked Him to stay
with them; and He stayed there two days.
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Holy Bread of Oblation is Offered by:
1 David Hanhan and his family, in loving memory of His Son, Joseph David Hanhan.
May His Memory Be Eternal!

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND EVENTS:

3¢ LADIES AUXILIARY MEETING: This Sunday, May 22", at 1 PM following Church
Service in our hall. All Ladies are welcome to join us!

3¢ CAMP THY 2022: June 29" — June 25™! We are almost at full capacity. Please register
ASAP online at: http://campthy.com/camper-registration/

SXX ANNUAL FESTIVAL RAFFLE TICKET: Our annual raffle ticket with the grand prize of
a brand new Tesla is back! $50 per ticket, drawing will take place on Sunday October 2,
2022. To purchase your ticket(s), please contact Elias Batshon (650) 580-7185 or the Church
office (415) 648-5200.

SAVE THE DATES
UPCOMING EVENTS 2022

July 24" St. Nicholas Annual Day Picnic
October 1% — 2" St. Nicholas Annual Festival
November 19" St. Nicholas Annual Thanksgiving Family Night
December 11" Parish Council Elections
December 17" St. Nicholas Christmas Party




Metropolitan Anthony
Sermon on the Samaritan woman

The Holy Gospel has not given us the name of the
Samaritan woman. But the Tradition of the Church
remembers, and calls her in Greek - Photini, in Russian |
- Svetlana, in Western languages — Claire (In Arabic- P
Noor or Mouneira). And all these names speak to us of | L \
one thing - of light. R
Having met the Lord Jesus Christ she has become a
light shining in the world, a light that enlightens those |
who meet her. Every Saint is offered us as an example;
but we cannot always emulate the concrete ways in
which a Saint lived, we cannot always repeat their way
from earth to heaven.

But we can learn from each of them two things. The one is that by the grace of God

we can achieve what seems humanly impossible; that is, to become a person in the image and
likeness of God, to be - in this world of darkness and tragedy which is in the power of lies - a
word of truth, a sign of hope, the certainty that God can conquer if we only allow Him access to
our souls. Because if the Kingdom of God is not established within us, if God is not enthroned
in our minds and hearts, a fire that destroys everything unworthy of ourselves and of Him, we
cannot spread God's light around.

And the second thing which the Saints can teach us is to understand the message which their
names convey to us. And today's Samaritan woman speaks of light. Christ has said that He is
the Light of the world, the light that enlightens all men; and we are called to give shelter within
our souls, minds and hearts - indeed, within our whole self - to this light; so that the word
spoken by Christ, "Let your light so shine before all men, that seeing your good deeds they may
give glory to your Father who is in heaven", may be fulfilled and accomplished in and through
us.

It is only through seeing our deeds, through seeing how we live that people can believe that the
light is God's light; it is not in our words, unless they are words of truth and of power like those
of the Apostles, or of Christ Himself indeed. And let us reflect, each of us, on the meaning of
our name and on the way in which we can become what we are called.

The Samaritan woman came to the well without any spiritual purpose; she came, as she came
daily, to fetch water - and she met Christ. Each of us may meet our God at any turn in our life,
when we are about our most homely tasks, if our hearts are turned in the right direction, if we
are prepared to receive a message, to listen; indeed - to ask questions! Because the Samaritan
woman asked a question of Christ, and what she heard transcended her question in such a way
that she recognised in Him a prophet, and later - the Christ, the Saviour of the world.

But the light must not be pushed under a bushel. Having discovered that the Light had come
into the world, that the word of divine truth was resounding now amidst men, that God was
among us, she left behind all concerns and ran to share the joy, the wonder of what she had
discovered with others. She brought her fellow-citizens to Christ. She told them first why she
believed; and when perhaps curiosity, or the convincing power of her words, and the change
that had occurred in her brought them to Christ, they saw for themselves and said to her, It is no




longer because of what you say that we believe - we have seen, we have heard.

And this is what the Samaritan woman teaches all of us: be open at every moment of life, while
we are busy with the simplest things, to receive the divine word, to be illumined by the divine
light, to be cleansed by His purity, to receive it in the depths of our souls, receive it with all our
life, so that people seeing what we have become may believe that the light has come into the
world.

Let us pray to the Samaritan woman to teach us, to guide us, to bring us to Christ in the way in
which she came, and to serve Him in the way in which she served Him, being the salvation of
all who were around her. And may the blessing of God be upon you, the Father and the Son and
the Holy Ghost, now and forever and world without end!
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Congratulations to all of our 2022

graduates!

We would love to put your name and picture
in our bulletin. Please email us the correct
spelling of your name, your parent's names,
your degree, school and a picture of yourself

so we can share your achievement!

M info@stnicholas-sf.com




May 16, 2022
President Joe Biden
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20500

Re: Assassination of Shireen Abu Akleh 1971-2022
Dear President Biden,

It is with the greatest sorrow that we witnessed the assassination of journalist, and Palestinian
American, Shireen Abu Akleh, the voice of truth, reason, and fairness for 25 years. The pain and
shock over her murder continue to reverberate in our community as we watch the shocking and
horrific images of the Israeli police attacking and beating civilians, including pallbearers at her
funeral. These dehumanizing actions which constitute an attack on the solemnity of a funeral
procession and the rights of a community to bury its dead are barbaric and shock the conscience of
all people of good will.

Since its inception, the IDF has been carrying out atrocities in an attempt to silence the Palestinian
vision of a homeland, including the imprisonment and murder of children, among its many sins.
Silencing press, or reporting a false narrative is another tool of many oppressors, and the IDF is no
different. A free press is one of the most impactful means that a democracy can use to build a free
society. The murder of Shireen Abu Akleh sends a message throughout the world that freedom of
the press and freedom of expression has gone from the consciousness of every democracy. The
beating and attack of mourners at her funeral is an outrage and a complete disregard of the most
fundamental tenets of human rights, dignity and decency.

As Christians of the Holy Land, and as proud Americans, we condemn this murder and ensuing
events with the greatest and loudest voices. We view it as an attack on the rights of our community
here and in Palestine. For no one can darken the sun, the light of truth. We urge your administration
to further condemn this deliberate assassination of an American citizen, and to fight to restore the
basic human rights of all people—equally between Palestinians and Israelis, and not to cancel one
for the sake of self-interest with the other.

Prayerfully Yours,

Fr. George Baalbakc

Fr. George Baalbaki
The Parish Council of the St Nicholas Antiochian orthodox church in San Francisco
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The Saint Nicholas Orthodox
Church Banquet Hall is the perfect
venue for your next wedding
reception, baptism, graduation,
birthday, or conference. We offer
a range of professional banquet
and catering services with a vast
and eclectic menu, showcasing a
variety of catering options and
premium beverages. Our friendly
and professionally trained staff will
work with you to identify your
needs within your budget to create
a personal and memorable event.

BANQUET HALL AMENITIES
Over 6000 square feet with a full bar Y
350 capacity with dining 7‘ iy "'\‘H %

< QSRR ¥
25ft x 25ft dance floor e 2ot 3
Lighting & Sound - PN

On-site catering with staff

Fully equipped industrial kitchen
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware,
silverware available

Set up, take down, and cleaning services
Complimentary parking lot

Wheelchair accessible




R EA |— AS S ET S : Recent Transactions
REAL RESULTS.

Considering
Buying or Selling a

2844 21" Street 3156-3158 24™ Street

$3,3¢5,000 $2,700,000

Multi-Unit or T
Mixed-Use Property? SEL |

Specializing in Mixed-Use, Multi-Family, ot e e .
f A P P i 14 t issi treet
SRO's, and Commercial Properties in popsiigtobiod by
. . 4 Urit Moced-Use 28 Units Mized-Use
San Francisco and San Mateo Counties.

Having recently brokered 20+ million
dollars in recent transactions in the last
year, no challenge is too big or small.
Contact me for commercial real estate

inguiries. 249 Grand Avenue 302 28" Avenue
$1,887,500 $3,275,000
2 Unét Mixed-Use & Urits Muitidamaly

Hanna J Azar
Broker-Associate

Hannajohn.Azar@compass.com
i 4158750177

&} Azarrealtygroup.com 627-633 Irving Street
$3,000,000
#02005698 3 Unit Meoad-Use

License Numbers 01001628, 15 7 ) 1443781, C'?'O 3, YO:JB:O
1961027, 1842087, 1860607, 186 7 7 7. All motenicl is intended

for informational purposes only and & iled & dovnod relioble but is subject o
srrors, omissions, changes in price, condiion, sale, or withdrowel wethout notice. No stotement i

maode ce to fhe cccwrocy of ony description or mecsuremants (including square foctoge)). This is rot
mtended o sckcit property cirecdy lived. No §mcnciol or legal cdvice provided. Equal Housing C O M E R C I A L
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Follow us on [§] [E) @mosaicmarketbayarea
() 9 37th street & El Camino, San Mateo +1650-477-2099




§§ SAADEH LAW

JOHN SAADEH,
ESQ, MBA

oL  BUSINESS LAW

@ REAL ESTATE LAW

ESTATE PLANNING

P: (650) 918-7
1 Saadehlawfirm.com
john@saadehlawfirm.com

333 Gellert blvd, Ste.]l@” HD\ P |1
Dalyﬂity,CA94015: | =
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THE REPRESENTING VICTIMS
ICHAEL  OF SERIOUS PERSONAL INJURY
LAW FIRM & WRONGFUL DEATH

jous injuries or lost a
to,someone else’s

¥ (Fires/Explosions)

dtorcycle Crashes

T/ Lyft/Taxi Accidents
alls (Slip/Trip) & Construction

(415) 447-9833 © ISSA MICHAEL, ESO.
MichaelLawCA.com Trial Attorney Since 1996




