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St. Nicholas Orthodox Church

Antiochian Archdiocese of North America
Diocese of Los Angeles and the West
5200 Diamond Heights Blvd., San Francisco, CA 94131
Tel: (415) 648-~5200
Email: info@stnicholas-sf.com--website:stnicholas-sf.com
His Eminence Metropolitan JOSEPH, Archbishop
of New York and Metropolitan of all North America
Pastor, V. Rev. Fr. George Baalbaki
(586) 214-4428 revbaalbaki@yahoo.com
Sub-Dn. llyan Baalbaki
Sub-Dn. Tariq Rantisi
Parish Council Chairman: Azar Azar
Parish Council Vice Chairman: Salim Qaru

Sunday, July 17, 2022
Sunday of the Holy Fathers of Fourth Ecumenical Council
Great-martyr Marina
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MEMORIAL SERVICES:

ﬁ% Six Months Memorial Service for the Handmaiden of God, + Leila Ghandour Khoury will be
held this Sunday, July 17", offered by her family.
May her memory be eternal!

@% One Year Memorial Service for the Servant of God, + Hanna George Karkar will be held on
Sunday, August 7, offered by his family.
May his memory be eternal!

ﬁ% One Year Memorial Service for the Servant of God, + Fr. Gregory Ofiesh will be held on
Sunday, August 21, offered by his family.
May his memory be eternal!

THE EPISTLE: Titus (3:8-15)
Titus, my son, faithful is the saying, and concerning these things | desire you to affirm confidently,
that those who have believed in God may be thoughtful of how to preside in honorable
occupations. These things are good and profitable to men. But avoid foolish disputes, and
genealogies, and contentions, and controversies about the Law; for they are unprofitable and vain.
A man who is a heretic after the first and second admonition reject, knowing that such a one is
subverted, and sins, being self-condemned. When | send Artemas to you, or Tychicos, give
diligence to come to me to Nicopolis; for | have determined to winter there. Set forward Zenas the
lawyer and Apollos on their journey diligently, that they may be lacking in nothing. And let our
people also learn how to preside in honorable occupations, so as to help in cases of urgent need,
that they should not be unfruitful. All who are with me salute you. Salute those who love us in the
faith. Grace be with you all. Amen.
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Matthew (5:14-19)

The Lord said to His Disciples: “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hid.
Nor do men light a lamp and put it under a bushel, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the
house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and give glory to
your Father Who is in heaven. Think not that | have come to abolish the law and the prophets; I
have come not to abolish them, but to fulfill them. For truly, | say to you, until heaven and earth
pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. Whoever then
relaxes one of the least of these commandments, and teaches men so, shall be called least in the

kingdom of heaven; but he who does them and teaches them shall be called great in the kingdom of
heaven.”
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ALTAR CANDLES  Jsil Jualié

“¥~ Offered by St. Nicholas Church in good health and well-being of Inam Shami.
God Bless and Many Years

“% Offered by St. Nicholas Church in good health and well-being of Steve Robinson, husband of
Annette Habeeb Robinson.
God Bless and Many Years

Holy Bread of Oblation is Offered by:
7 David Hanhan and his family, in loving memory of His Son, Joseph David Hanhan.
May His Memory Be Eternal!

CONGRATULATIONS:
Congratulations to Raad and Nahren Halteh on the new addition to their family,
Natalia Rae Halteh. God bless and many years!

ST.NICHOLAS YOUNG ADULTS EVENT:
Thursday, July 21° from 6:30PM- 9PM at St. Nicholas Church.
Join us for Ping-Pong, billiards, fellowship and a great time! Bring snacks to share potluck style
and we look forward to seeing you all there!

ST. NICHOLAS ANNUAL PICNIC IS NEXT SUNDAY!!
Bring your family and friends and join us on Sunday, July 24™ @ 12 PM at Meadowlands picnic
site located in Baylands Park: 999 Caribbean Dr., Sunnyvale, CA 94089.
Divine Liturgy will be held at St. Nicholas Church at 10 AM instead of 11 AM.
Donation: $25 Adult / $10 Child (ages 6-12)




2 TESLA RAFFLE TICKET: Our annual raffle ticket with the grand prize of a brand new Tesla
is back! $50 per ticket, drawing will take place on Sunday October 2, 2022. To purchase your
ticket(s), please contact Elias Batshon (650) 580-7185 or the Church office (415) 648-5200.

SAVE THE DATES : UPCOMING EVENTS 2022
July 24" St. Nicholas Annual Day Picnic
October 1% — 2™ St. Nicholas Annual Festival
November 19" St. Nicholas Annual Thanksgiving Family Night
December 11" Parish Council Elections
December 17" St. Nicholas Christmas Party

Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh

WHO CAN BE SAVED?

If so hard, so absolutely exacting are the claims of the Gospel, who then can be saved? This is
the question which the Apostles asked from the Lord, and His reply was both encouraging and also
so disheartening, for those who wish to achieve things with their own strength. He said, this is
impossible for men, but all things are possible for God. There is a breach of continuity as it were
between things heavenly and things earthly; things earthly never grow to become heavenly; heaven
must come down to us for us to be filled with what heaven is. The Spirit is not the highest point of
our soul, the life of eternity is not simply the fullness of the life of time. Things of God are divine
and we can only receive them, possess them as a gift, not reach out to them or conquer them simply
by growing heavenwards; when we try do so, we build a new Tower of Babel and we go astray and
we do not reach to heaven.

But how then can we become capable of receiving what God is ready to give? In the Epistle
of St Paul, we are told that it is grace Divine that wrote all that the Apostles wrote, that it is the
power and the action of God Himself and not human sagacity and strength and cleverness, so that
the only way in which we can fulfill our vocation and become what we are meant to be, citizen of
heaven, sons of God by adoption, is to become capable of receiving the grace of God which is given
us so freely, so generously, but which we receive with such scarcity because our hearts are narrow,
and we are closed. We must learn to open up, to become receptive and this is what St Paul meant
when He said, in the words, spoken to him by the Lord Himself. "My power is made manifest in
weakness". It is only when we become receptive that the divine power can become active, otherwise
we block the way to God's actions. But it is not only weakness. We all are weak, but we are not at
all receptive; there is a special way in which we must become weak in order to be receptive and |
will try to explain it or to hint at it by three examples.

The first is not far as it may seem from concrete, strict reality. If you remember that in
Scripture, the word which we read “The Spirit” means the blowing of the wind, the blowing of God,
the action of God, then this example will perhaps make sense: when we sail a boat, we become
capable of directing it thanks to the wind that blows; if we display a sail, this sail is capable of
catching the wind because it is frail, because it is supple, because it can be directed into any
direction by the wind himself. We must only learn so to dispose it as to catch the wind. This is a
first type of frailty which is helpful for us in our search of God, be supple and yet learn to be
perceptive where the wind blows, where the spirit breeze and open wide so as to be filled with it, so
as to allow to be filled with it, so as to allow the Spirit Himself to direct the course of our boat. But
very often our weakness is still there and yet we try to be strung and wise and active and it prevents
God from boat. But very often our weakness is still there and yet we try to be strung and wise and
active and it prevents God from doing what He could easily do if only we did not help in an




untimely way. You have certainly seen how a little child is given his first lessons in writing: a
pencil is put into his hand, the mother takes both the little hand and the pencil into hers and moves.
And so long as the child does not know what the mother intends to do, as long the hand is limped
in the mother’s hand how beautiful are the lines! Straight, free. But a moment comes when the
child imagines that he knows what the mother intends to do and then the child becomes helpful, it
pushes and it pulls and the lines go wrong. This is also what we do continuously: the Lord is trying
to direct our hand, to make us write the right story of our life in the Book of Life, but we imagine
that we know better, that we know exactly what He intends and we are so helpful! And so ugly is
the writ in this Book of Life. If only we can learn to have our hand directed until we truly
understand what God means to do, until we truly understand what the lines are and what the writ
is! But we do not and our imaginary, our very frail strength appears to be strong enough to blur
what God is writing with His hand. These two examples show that we must be frail with
intelligence, frail with open mind, frail with all the suppleness we are capable of, watchful; and
then we will learn first and become creative afterwards. Strength and limitation, strength and
deadness always go together; life and frailty are always associated to each other.

An old writer gave an example of this when he said: look at an oak, how strong and
powerful, and yet, how little life there is in the trunk and how protected, and yet imprisoned this
life is by the trunk; and look at the vine: how frail the little branches and the terminal twigs are, and
they are full of life... This is what we must learn, to acquire this wide, this intelligent
understanding, weakness and frailty, to discern the pattern of the divine writ and then, the salvation
comes because salvation lies in the perfect harmony there is between the will of God and the will
of man, the full harmony between Him who is all things, and us, who are called to become
partakers of the divine nature, partakers of the life divine.

May God grant us to overgrow our weakness and our illusory strength, to unlearn the false
creativeness that has made the world in which we live so frightening, and to learn that alert,
vigilant suppleness and frailty through which God can work freely and build the Kingdom of God,
beginning and within the city of man.
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ST. NICHOLAS '
CHURCH PICNIC

,,fjat 10 AM instead of 11 AM
f_'at St N|cholas Church

S

SUNDAY, JULY 24TH, 2022 e 12 PM

Baylands Park (Meadowlands picnic)

Donations: $25 Adult / $10 Child (ages 6-12)




Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church
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The Saint Nicholas Orthodox
Church Banquet Hall is the perfect
venue for your next wedding
reception, baptism, graduation,
birthday, or conference. We offer
a range of professional banquet
and catering services with a vast
and eclectic menu, showcasing a
variety of catering options and
premium beverages. Our friendly
and professionally trained staff will
work with you to identify your
needs within your budget to create
a personal and memorable event.

BANQUET HALL AMENITIES
Over 6000 square feet with a full bar Y
350 capacity with dining 7‘ iy "'\‘H %

< QSRR ¥
25ft x 25ft dance floor e 2ot 3
Lighting & Sound - PN

On-site catering with staff

Fully equipped industrial kitchen
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware,
silverware available

Set up, take down, and cleaning services
Complimentary parking lot

Wheelchair accessible




R EA |— AS S ET S : Recent Transactions
REAL RESULTS.

Considering
Buying or Selling a

2844 21" Street 3156-3158 24™ Street

$3,3¢5,000 $2,700,000

Multi-Unit or T
Mixed-Use Property? SEL |

Specializing in Mixed-Use, Multi-Family, ot e e .
f A P P i 14 t issi treet
SRO's, and Commercial Properties in popsiigtobiod by
. . 4 Urit Moced-Use 28 Units Mized-Use
San Francisco and San Mateo Counties.

Having recently brokered 20+ million
dollars in recent transactions in the last
year, no challenge is too big or small.
Contact me for commercial real estate

inguiries. 249 Grand Avenue 302 28" Avenue
$1,887,500 $3,275,000
2 Unét Mixed-Use & Urits Muitidamaly

Hanna J Azar
Broker-Associate

Hannajohn.Azar@compass.com
i 4158750177

&} Azarrealtygroup.com 627-633 Irving Street
$3,000,000
#02005698 3 Unit Meoad-Use

License Numbers 01001628, 15 7 ) 1443781, C'?'O 3, YO:JB:O
1961027, 1842087, 1860607, 186 7 7 7. All motenicl is intended

for informational purposes only and & iled & dovnod relioble but is subject o
srrors, omissions, changes in price, condiion, sale, or withdrowel wethout notice. No stotement i

maode ce to fhe cccwrocy of ony description or mecsuremants (including square foctoge)). This is rot
mtended o sckcit property cirecdy lived. No §mcnciol or legal cdvice provided. Equal Housing C O M E R C I A L
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Follow us on [§] [E) @mosaicmarketbayarea
() 9 37th street & El Camino, San Mateo +1650-477-2099




§§ SAADEH LAW

JOHN SAADEH,
ESQ, MBA

oL  BUSINESS LAW

@ REAL ESTATE LAW

ESTATE PLANNING

P: (650) 918-7
1 Saadehlawfirm.com
john@saadehlawfirm.com

333 Gellert blvd, Ste.]l@” HD\ P |1
Dalyﬂity,CA94015: | =
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THE REPRESENTING VICTIMS
ICHAEL  OF SERIOUS PERSONAL INJURY
LAW FIRM & WRONGFUL DEATH

jous injuries or lost a
to,someone else’s

¥ (Fires/Explosions)

dtorcycle Crashes

T/ Lyft/Taxi Accidents
alls (Slip/Trip) & Construction

(415) 447-9833 © ISSA MICHAEL, ESO.
MichaelLawCA.com Trial Attorney Since 1996




