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St. Nicholas Orthodox Church

Antiochian Archdiocese of North America
Diocese of Los Angeles and the West
5200 Diamond Heights Blvd., San Francisco, CA 94131
Tel: (415) 648-~5200
Email: info@stnicholas-sf.com--website:stnicholas-sf.com
His Eminence Metropolitan JOSEPH, Archbishop
of New York and Metropolitan of all North America
Pastor, V. Rev. Fr. George Baalbaki
(586) 214-4428 revbaalbaki@yahoo.com
Sub-Dn. llyan Baalbaki
Sub-Dn. Tariq Rantisi
Parish Council Chairman: Azar Azar
Parish Council Vice Chairman: Salim Qaru
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Sunday, August 28, 2022

% MEMORIAL SERVICES %
= One Year Memorial Service for the Handmaiden of God, + Margo Bader will be held this
Sunday, August 28", offered by her family.
May her memory be eternal!
= 40 Days Memorial Service for the Servant of God, + Daoud Jaber Azar will be held on
Sunday, September 11", offered by his family.
May his memory be eternal!

THE EPISTLE: 1 Corinthians. (9:2-12)
Brethren, the seal of my apostleship are you in the Lord. My defense to those who would examine

me is this: Do we have no authority regarding what to eat and what to drink? Do we have no
authority to lead about a wife, who is a sister, as the rest of the apostles, even as the brethren of the
Lord, and Cephas? Or is it only Barnabas and | who have no authority to refrain from working?
Which soldier ever served at his own expense? Who plants a vineyard and does not eat the fruit
thereof? Or who shepherds a flock and does not eat from the milk of the flock? Do | speak of these
things according to human nature? Or does not the Law say the same also? For it is written in the
Law of Moses: “Thou shalt not muzzle an ox which treads out the grain.” Is it for oxen that God
cares, or does He say it altogether for our sakes? Indeed, for our sakes it was written: because he
who plows ought to plow in hope, and he who threshes in hope, so that the same might partake in
hope. If we have sown in you spiritual things, is it a great matter if we should reap your carnal
things? If others are partakers of this authority over you, are we not even more? Nevertheless, we
have not made use of this authority, but we endure all things, in order that we may cause no
hindrance to the gospel of Christ.
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THE GOSPEL : Matthew (18:23-35)
The Lord spoke this parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to

settle accounts with his servants. When he began the reckoning, one was brought to him who owed
him ten thousand talents; and as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, with his wife and
children and all that he had, and payment to be made. So the servant fell on his knees, imploring
him, ‘Lord, have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.” And out of pity for him the lord
of that servant released him and forgave him the debt. But that same servant, as he went out, came
upon one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat he
said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ So his fellow servant fell down and besought him, ‘Have patience with
me, and I will pay you.” He refused and went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt.
When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and
reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You
wicked servant! | forgave you all that debt because you besought me; and should not you have had
mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his lord delivered him to the
jailers, until he should pay all his debt. So also My heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if
you do not forgive your brother from your heart.”
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“S“ALTAR CANDLES JSll Jaud ™S
Offered by St. Nicholas Church for the good health of Nabil Khoury, on the special occasion
of his birthday. God Bless and Many Years!

Holy Bread of Oblation is Offered by:
1 David Hanhan and his family, in loving memory of His Son, Joseph David Hanhan.
May His Memory Be Eternal!

CONGRATULATIONS:
Congratulations Shadi and Esther Clemence Azar, on the new addition to their family, Angelina
Shadi Azar. Also to the Grandparents, Jeries & Janet Azar and Naifeh & Rudy Batarse and to
the Azar and Batarse families, God bless you all.

CONGRATULATIONS:
Congratulations to Bendi and Diana Seoud, on the new addition to their family, Aliyah Faith
Seoud. Also to the Grandparents, Issa & Nadera Seoud and Hani & Samia Bayyouk and to the
Seoud and Bayyouk families, God bless you all.




ANNOUNEMENTS AND EVENTS:

CAMP THY REUNION: This Friday, August 26" 7 PM — Saturday, August 27" 7AM @
St. Nicholas Church. Calling all CAMPERS and TEEN SOYO! Join us for Vespers, Potluck/
Dinner (Bring healthy snacks to share), Arts & Crafts, Late night activities and fun! Please
RSVP by visiting: https://forms.gle/2qVCxv8pPWZ06Q1i6 Looking forward to seeing you all!
12" ANNUAL LEBANESE FESTIVAL: This Saturday, August 27, 2022 from 11 AM — 10
PM: Courthouse Square - Downtown Redwood City, Redwood City, CA. Free admission and
parking.

ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER FOOD FESTIVAL:
September 10", from 12 PM — 9 PM. (380 Magdalena Ave, Los Altos)

43%° ANNUAL PALESTINE CULTURAL DAY: September 17" from 11 AM —9 PM : Leo
Ryan Park, 650 Shell Blvd, Foster City, CA 94404.

ST.JOHN THE EVANGELIST ORTHODOX CHURCH FESTIVAL.: September 24-25.
More info to come.
ST.NICHOLAS CHURCH ANNUAL FOOD FESTIVAL: October 1-2. More info to come.

ST. NICHOLAS CHURCH ANNUAL FESTIVAL CAR RAFFLE TICKETS: Our annual
raffle ticket with the grand prize of a brand new Tesla is back! $50 per ticket. To purchase your
ticket(s), please contact Elias Batshon (650) 580-7185 or the Church office (415) 648-5200.

ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL FESTIVAL: October 8-9. More info to come.

» SAVE THESE DATES FOR OUR UPCOMING EVENTS OF 2022:
October 1° — 2™ St. Nicholas Annual Festival
November 19" St. Nicholas Annual Thanksgiving Family Night
December 11" Parish Council Elections
December 7™ St. Nicholas Christmas Party

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP MEETING 8/23/2022

Thank you to those that joined us
for our monthly men’s fellowship
on Tuesday.

Please join us for our next meeting,
date and time TBA.

All men are welcome!




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 10, 2022

Father George Baalbaki
San Francisco, California

Dear Father Baalbaki,
Thank you for writing to me about the conflict in the Middle East.

I believe that both Palestinians and Israelis deserve to live safely and securely, enjoying equal
measures of freedom, prosperity, and democracy. To that end, my Administration will continue
our relentless diplomacy with an aim of working toward peace.

I want to be clear—the United States is committed to Israel’s security and fully supports Israel’s
right to defend itself against indiscriminate attacks from Hamas and other Gaza-based terrorist
groups, which have taken the lives of innocent civilians in Israel. At the same time, my
Administration also remains committed to working with the United Nations and other
international stakeholders to provide humanitarian assistance and support for the Palestinian
people.

I send my sincere condolences to all the families—Israeli and Palestinian—who have lost loved
ones throughout the recent conflict. No family should have to fear for their safety within their
own home or place of worship. I think most about the children in these societies who face
trauma from a conflict far beyond their control.

We have a genuine opportunity to make progress. I am committed to working toward a two-state
solution, and I pray that there will be peace.

Sincerely,

72/



Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh
TO SERVE EACH OTHER

A temptation which is always there, which lurks in our hearts and in our midst always, when we
think of the Church to which we belong, is to remember that the people of God are God's own
elects and to draw from this a conclusion which may destroy both our own souls and the very
meaning of our existence. Yet we are the elect of God, but what is it God calls us to, what is this
election about?
When we read the Gospels we see that God calls us to be on earth what Christ has been, to be the
one who is prepared to serve everyone who is in need, to be the lowest, to accept humiliation and
to accept the meanest, the lowest position in the world. The Lord makes it so clear to us when at
the Last Supper He washes the feet of his Disciples and says He has given them an example to
follow. This is our election, our first election: a Christian is one to whom God has committed the
charge of other people, not to rule over them, but to serve them, and to serve them too as a slave, to
serve them as a servant remembering that he has as many masters as there are round him people
who are in need, in any need, in need of fellowship, in need of truth, in need of integrity, in any
need physical or spiritual. And also an election to follow in the footstep of Christ, to be sent into
the world as He was sent by His Father, as He said Himself like a sheep amongst the wolves to
give our body and our soul that others may live. This is an election very different from the one we
boast about, very different from the one that we cherish and that leaves us so vainly and so
foolishly proud as though we were better people than others. We are slaves and servants, people
sent to others because they need service and attention. And also together, all of us, we are an
assembly of people who all need salvation, who all need God's mercy and who all need the mercy
which each of us can extend to the others.
St. Ephraim of Syria says that the church on earth is not an assembly of saints, it is a crowd of
repentant sinners. A crowd we are, unformed, in the making, and we are all sinners. The only
difference that there may be between us and others is that we should know that, and we are in
desperate need of the love of God and the compassion of men. We are not a glorious body, we are
a poor crowd in rags, spiritually if not outwardly. We are here, in the church, because we need
salvation, we are here because we recognise that we are lost and that our only hope and salvation is
in God and in one another: in God as He did search for, sought out and saved and brought home
the lost sheep.
And also how much we need one another, how difficult we are to live with, how essential it is for
us to be one another's support. We are a crowd on the move from an earth in which we have lost
most of our spiritual riches, on the move towards the Kingdom of God, but we are so much like the
Hebrews of the Old Testament who had lost the security of slaves in Egypt, had crossed a border
line, the Red Sea, but were still so far from the Promised Land. Most of us are still erring,
wandering in the desert. And we need one another as travellers in the desert need one another not
to die, not to loose our way, not to loose heart, to continue our journey and on this journey some
grow old and some grow weak and some grow sick and we need one another's mercy, one another's
compassion, one another's support all the time. And there is no space to us to be proud of anything,
not even in the fact that we have made a choice and chosen for the Kingdom of God because there
Is so little of it within us yet. There is a longing, there is a hope, there is a love, there is a desperate
desire, and yet how unlike we are to the Saints of God who have already reached their destination,
already are the citizens of the Kingdom in all the beauty, all the harmony it means. How careful,
we must be, beaten down, to stand against every impulse to be proud, even of our Church, to be
self-satisfied, even of the body which we represent and to which we are grafted so superficially at




times.

The Church, we all, are a crowd in motion, a crowd in spiritual rags, a crowd of sinners. We have
only one thing in common, - not holiness, but the awareness of our desperate needs. And this is why
we must be capable of being open to others, merciful to others, understanding others,
compassionate, given to others. If we were truly aware of the desperate need in which we are we
would be able to be open and loving to others and if we are not, it is a sign that we have not yet
understood who and where we are. We are still in a strange country even if we have begin the move
homeward, like the prodigal Son we still are not there. Only we know that we are expected, that the
Father waits for us, that He longs for us, but we are not yet integrated to the peace, the integrity of
the home.

And so let us be as merciful as we can to one another, as humbly, as reverently as we can. Many of
us are even too weak to move, many of us are like the lost sheep who can only expend all his
strength, all his energy, and hope that the great Good Master will come and find him and carry him
in His arms. Let us be careful, let us be attentive to those who are weak and cannot move. Let us be
merciful and learn to be humble, and then we will be Christ's Church; not if we imagine that we are
great, that we are the elect, that we are God's people, the chosen ones. Yes, chosen as everyone else,
elected for a mission and for a function, not for an honour. Let us learn to love one another humbly,
to serve one another faithfully, and then we may arrow into that measure of glory indeed which is
the Church.
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Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church
gl bV

The Saint Nicholas Orthodox
Church Banquet Hall is the perfect
venue for your next wedding
reception, baptism, graduation,
birthday, or conference. We offer
a range of professional banquet
and catering services with a vast
and eclectic menu, showcasing a
variety of catering options and
premium beverages. Our friendly
and professionally trained staff will
work with you to identify your
needs within your budget to create
a personal and memorable event.

BANQUET HALL AMENITIES
Over 6000 square feet with a full bar Y
350 capacity with dining 7‘ iy "'\‘H %

< QSRR ¥
25ft x 25ft dance floor e 2ot 3
Lighting & Sound - PN

On-site catering with staff

Fully equipped industrial kitchen
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware,
silverware available

Set up, take down, and cleaning services
Complimentary parking lot

Wheelchair accessible




R EA |— AS S ET S : Recent Transactions
REAL RESULTS.

Considering
Buying or Selling a

2844 21" Street 3156-3158 24™ Street

$3,3¢5,000 $2,700,000

Multi-Unit or T
Mixed-Use Property? SEL |

Specializing in Mixed-Use, Multi-Family, ot e e .
f A P P i 14 t issi treet
SRO's, and Commercial Properties in popsiigtobiod by
. . 4 Urit Moced-Use 28 Units Mized-Use
San Francisco and San Mateo Counties.

Having recently brokered 20+ million
dollars in recent transactions in the last
year, no challenge is too big or small.
Contact me for commercial real estate

inguiries. 249 Grand Avenue 302 28" Avenue
$1,887,500 $3,275,000
2 Unét Mixed-Use & Urits Muitidamaly

Hanna J Azar
Broker-Associate

Hannajohn.Azar@compass.com
i 4158750177

&} Azarrealtygroup.com 627-633 Irving Street
$3,000,000
#02005698 3 Unit Meoad-Use

License Numbers 01001628, 15 7 ) 1443781, C'?'O 3, YO:JB:O
1961027, 1842087, 1860607, 186 7 7 7. All motenicl is intended

for informational purposes only and & iled & dovnod relioble but is subject o
srrors, omissions, changes in price, condiion, sale, or withdrowel wethout notice. No stotement i

maode ce to fhe cccwrocy of ony description or mecsuremants (including square foctoge)). This is rot
mtended o sckcit property cirecdy lived. No §mcnciol or legal cdvice provided. Equal Housing C O M E R C I A L
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Follow us on [§] [E) @mosaicmarketbayarea
() 9 37th street & El Camino, San Mateo +1650-477-2099




§§ SAADEH LAW

JOHN SAADEH,
ESQ, MBA

oL  BUSINESS LAW

@ REAL ESTATE LAW

ESTATE PLANNING

P: (650) 918-7
1 Saadehlawfirm.com
john@saadehlawfirm.com

333 Gellert blvd, Ste.]l@” HD\ P |1
Dalyﬂity,CA94015: | =
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THE REPRESENTING VICTIMS
ICHAEL  OF SERIOUS PERSONAL INJURY
LAW FIRM & WRONGFUL DEATH

jous injuries or lost a
to,someone else’s

¥ (Fires/Explosions)

dtorcycle Crashes

T/ Lyft/Taxi Accidents
alls (Slip/Trip) & Construction

(415) 447-9833 © ISSA MICHAEL, ESO.
MichaelLawCA.com Trial Attorney Since 1996




