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St. Nicholas Orthodox Church

Antiochian Archdiocese of North America
Diocese of Los Angeles and the West
5200 Diamond Heights Blvd., San Francisco, CA 94131
Tel: (415) 648-~5200
Email: info@stnicholas-sf.com--website:stnicholas-sf.com
His Eminence Metropolitan JOSEPH, Archbishop
of New York and Metropolitan of all North America
Pastor, V. Rev. Fr. George Baalbaki
(586) 214-4428 revbaalbaki@yahoo.com
Sub-Dn. llyan Baalbaki
Sub-Dn. Tariq Rantisi
Parish Council Chairman: Azar Azar
Parish Council Vice Chairman: Salim Qaru

Sunday, September 4, 2022

% MEMORIAL SERVICES %
= 40 Days Memorial Service for the Servant of God, + Daoud Jaber Azar will be held on
Sunday, September 11", offered by his family.
May his memory be eternal!
= One Year Memorial Service for the Handmaiden of God, + Basima Jaghab Atwan will be
held on Sunday, September 11", offered by her family.
May her memory be eternal!

THE EPISTLE: 1 Corinthians (15:1-11)
Brethren, I would remind you in what terms | preached to you the Gospel, which you received, in
which you stand, by which you are saved, if you hold it fast—unless you believed in vain. For |
delivered to you as of first importance what | also received, that Christ died for our sins in
accordance with the Scriptures, that He was buried, that He rose on the third day in accordance
with the Scriptures, and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the Twelve. Then He appeared to
more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen
asleep. Then He appeared to James, then to all the Apostles. Last of all, as to one untimely born,
He appeared also to me. For | am the least of the Apostles, unfit to be called an Apostle, because |
persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God | am what | am, and His grace toward me
was not in vain. On the contrary, | worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the
grace of God, which is with me. Whether then it was | or they, so we preach and so you believed.
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THE GOSPEL : Matthew (19:16-26)
At that time, a young man came up to Jesus, kneeling and saying, “Good Teacher, what good deed

must I do, to have eternal life?”” And He said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good




but One, that is, God. If you would enter life, keep the commandments.” He said to Him, “Which?”
And Jesus said, “You shall not kill, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not steal, you shall not
bear false witness, honor your father and mother, and you shall love your neighbor as yourself.”
The young man said to Him, “All these I have observed; what do I still lack?” Jesus said to him, “If
you would be perfect, go, sell what you possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in
heaven; and come, follow me.” When the young man heard this, he went away sorrowful; for he
had great possessions. And Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly, I say to you, it will be hard for a rich
man to enter the Kingdom of Heaven. Again | tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye
of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” When the disciples heard this they
were greatly astonished, saying, “Who then can be saved?” But Jesus looked at them and said to
them, “With men this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.”
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“S“ALTAR CANDLES JSigll Jaué™S
e Offered by Mery Skef Saddekni and Family in Loving Memory of Hanna Skef on his sixth
month memorial. May his Memory be Eternal!
e Offered by Laila Louh for the continued good health and well-being of Laila Louh.
God Bless and Many Years!

CONGRATULATIONS:
Congratulations to Shadi & Amanda Massad, on the new addition to their family, Samer
Massad. Also to the Grandparents, Samer & Lamis Massad and Jeries &Suhair Hanhan and to
the Massad and Hanhan families, God bless you all.

Holy Bread of Oblation is Offered by:
1 David Hanhan and his family, in loving memory of His Son, Joseph David Hanhan.
May His Memory Be Eternal!

Fr. George Baalbaki will be out of the state from September 12 — September 26", 2022.
On Sunday, Septeber 18" and 25", the Services will be covered by another clergy. In case of any
emergencies, please call the Church office (415) 648-5200/ Kh. Eman Baalbaki (586) 214-7465 /

Fr. Samer Youssef (408) 375-5673 and/or Fr. Nicholas Borzghol (415) 317-2072. Thank you.
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We are looking for an Arabic/Mediterranean cook.
Please contact church office for more details.




ANNOUNEMENTS AND EVENTS:
» ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER FOOD FESTIVAL.:
September 10", from 12 PM — 9 PM. (380 Magdalena Ave, Los Altos)
> 437° ANNUAL PALESTINE CULTURAL DAY: September 17" from 11 AM — 9 PM : Leo
Ryan Park, 650 Shell Blvd, Foster City, CA 94404.

» ST.JOHN THE EVANGELIST ORTHODOX CHURCH FESTIVAL.: September 24-25.
More info to come.

» ST.NICHOLAS CHURCH ANNUAL FOOD FESTIVAL: October 1-2. More info to come.

» ST.NICHOLAS CHURCH ANNUAL FESTIVAL CAR RAFFLE TICKETS: Our annual
raffle ticket with the grand prize of a brand new Tesla is back! $50 per ticket. To purchase your
ticket(s), please contact Elias Batshon (650) 580-7185 or the Church office (415) 648-5200.

» ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX FESTIVAL.: October 8-9. More info to come.

» SAVE THESE DATES FOR OUR UPCOMING EVENTS OF 2022:

October 1% — 2™ St. Nicholas Annual Festival
November 19" St. Nicholas Annual Thanksgiving Family Night
December 11™ Parish Council Elections
December 7™ St. Nicholas Christmas Party
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Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh
The Rich Young Man

It is not only awesome, at times it is frightening to preach the Word of God, because the Lord said
"By thy words thou shall be judged." Judged, because if you proclaim God's truth and remain idle
and not the doer of what the Lord has commanded, and what you know well enough to proclaim to
others — then, how shall you stand before the judgement of God? This does not apply only to the
priest, but to every Christian who is called to be a witness, an apostle, one that brings God's word
to the people who are in darkness or twilight, who need divine light, and truth and life.

To-day's Gospel challenges us all so sharply. It begins with words that may be interpreted in more
than one way: "Good Lord — what shall | do to have eternal life?" And the Lord answers, "Why
do you call Me 'good? Good is only God". He does not say, "You are wrong". He does not deny
His right to be called good as God is good; and thereby, to those who have ears to hear, those who
have a heart capable of perceiving the surpassing goodness of the Lord Jesus, surpassing all human
goodness, all human beauty and truth — it is a testimony: Yes, you are speaking to your God, and
it is your God that is to answer your question.
And then Christ gives us two indications. The one is: if you wish to have eternal life, keep the
Commandments. The Commandments of God are not only rules of behaviour (although, of course
they are such), but as one of the Psalms puts it, should be in our inmost hearts. It should be from
the depths of our heart that we accomplish the Commandments: not because we are commanded
from outside, but because they have reached us with the ring of truth; not because God has spoken,
but because with all our being we have answered "Amen!" This is true, this is life, this is the way
into eternal life.
When we hear Christ mentioning these Commandments — where are we? Who of us can say that
he was faithful to every word of this short list that indicates that without which we cannot live?
Where do we stand? I, who am preaching, you who are hearing, because it is as responsible to hear
as it is to speak. How often do we think — as this young man, and with how little reason — that
we want perfection. We want perfection without having first trod the road of the Commandments.
But Christ says to us quite clearly: "If you want perfection — give all you possess.” It is not only
material things which we can give: every one of us has treasures hoarded in his mind and heart, in
his soul, things which are more important to him than anything material, that is his wealth. Each of
us should turn inward and ask himself, "What is there which is my peculiar treasure? What are
those things which I will not give away even for life eternal, for God?".

We do not put things in such a crude manner, but we hug those things which are so precious to us,
and still we hope that we will enter the Kingdom of God, we will reach perfection, we will become
in all fullness what we are called to be, the kind of persons of whom God dreamed when He
created us — and it is not true.

In the Book of Revelation there is a passage that says, "'l have only one thing against you — you
have forgotten your first love". And this first love, indeed, for each of us, is the Living God, Whom
we call in so many ways: we may call Him 'Life', we may call Him 'Fulfilment’, we may call Him
‘Happiness', we may call Him by all the names that mean that we should reach the fullness of our
being. At times we know that only in God it is possible, at times we imagine that we can outgrow
ourselves — all the same, this is our first love: to become as great as God has dreamed us, willed
us.

And we do not follow the Commandments because we think that we can achieve it in a simpler
manner; and we do not give away all we have, that is: the only thing we are not prepared to give
away, in a hope that God will accept us, and our burden.




Let us reflect on this story. This is not even a parable, it is something that has happened to a young
man. It happens to all of us when God says, "Have you been faithful to the way of life which | have
described to you in terms of commandments, outlined in these terms as one can outline a road by
milestones? Do you want to attain fullness — start at that point." And if you are aware of having
been faithful in these things, then ask yourself the further question: what is the treasure which | will
not give away, even for eternal life?

The young man heard the words of Christ, and went away sad. He had earthly possessions, but we
have so many possessions which are not material and which are our burden, our fetters.

And yet, there is in this story one thing that can give us so much hope. Christ did not condemn this
young man; Christ let him go without a word of reproach, because what He had said was like seed
sown into the mind and heart of this young man. He let him go wounded at the heart, puzzled in his
mind, called to be himself by an act of heroic will and surrender, let go of himself, as Christ said,
give everything away and follow Him. Where to? Along the road of human life on one hand, on the
other hand — into the fullness of life eternal.

When Christ says to us "Follow Me", He does not call us to walk a frightening, dark road; He says,
"I have trodden all this road, | know every meander of it — you can safely follow! | am like the
good shepherd that walks in front of his sheep, meeting all dangers himself, so that the sheep may
be safe."

We all will go home like the young man, perhaps saddened, that neither are we keeping the
Commandments, nor are we able to give away our most precious treasure: but remember — we will
not go condemned, we will have been faced with an ultimate choice, and as long as we can struggle
on earth — there is time.

But let us not be beguiled by the length of time: time flies, time goes — let it not be too late, let us
turn to life, let us become all we are capable of being.

The answer to to-day's Gospel is so clear — "Who then can be saved?" — To man it is not possible
by our own strength; but to God, all things are possible.” That is our hope: God is with us, and
nothing is too much for us.




Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church
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The Saint Nicholas Orthodox
Church Banquet Hall is the perfect
venue for your next wedding
reception, baptism, graduation,
birthday, or conference. We offer
a range of professional banquet
and catering services with a vast
and eclectic menu, showcasing a
variety of catering options and
premium beverages. Our friendly
and professionally trained staff will
work with you to identify your
needs within your budget to create
a personal and memorable event.

BANQUET HALL AMENITIES
Over 6000 square feet with a full bar Y
350 capacity with dining 7‘ iy "'\‘H %

< QSRR ¥
25ft x 25ft dance floor e 2ot 3
Lighting & Sound - PN

On-site catering with staff

Fully equipped industrial kitchen
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware,
silverware available

Set up, take down, and cleaning services
Complimentary parking lot

Wheelchair accessible




R EA |— AS S ET S : Recent Transactions
REAL RESULTS.

Considering
Buying or Selling a

2844 21" Street 3156-3158 24™ Street

$3,3¢5,000 $2,700,000

Multi-Unit or T
Mixed-Use Property? SEL |

Specializing in Mixed-Use, Multi-Family, ot e e .
f A P P i 14 t issi treet
SRO's, and Commercial Properties in popsiigtobiod by
. . 4 Urit Moced-Use 28 Units Mized-Use
San Francisco and San Mateo Counties.

Having recently brokered 20+ million
dollars in recent transactions in the last
year, no challenge is too big or small.
Contact me for commercial real estate

inguiries. 249 Grand Avenue 302 28" Avenue
$1,887,500 $3,275,000
2 Unét Mixed-Use & Urits Muitidamaly

Hanna J Azar
Broker-Associate

Hannajohn.Azar@compass.com
i 4158750177

&} Azarrealtygroup.com 627-633 Irving Street
$3,000,000
#02005698 3 Unit Meoad-Use

License Numbers 01001628, 15 7 ) 1443781, C'?'O 3, YO:JB:O
1961027, 1842087, 1860607, 186 7 7 7. All motenicl is intended

for informational purposes only and & iled & dovnod relioble but is subject o
srrors, omissions, changes in price, condiion, sale, or withdrowel wethout notice. No stotement i

maode ce to fhe cccwrocy of ony description or mecsuremants (including square foctoge)). This is rot
mtended o sckcit property cirecdy lived. No §mcnciol or legal cdvice provided. Equal Housing C O M E R C I A L

AR




=

i

i

Follow us on [§] [E) @mosaicmarketbayarea
() 9 37th street & El Camino, San Mateo +1650-477-2099




§§ SAADEH LAW

JOHN SAADEH,
ESQ, MBA

oL  BUSINESS LAW

@ REAL ESTATE LAW

ESTATE PLANNING

P: (650) 918-7
1 Saadehlawfirm.com
john@saadehlawfirm.com

333 Gellert blvd, Ste.]l@” HD\ P |1
Dalyﬂity,CA94015: | =
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THE REPRESENTING VICTIMS
ICHAEL  OF SERIOUS PERSONAL INJURY
LAW FIRM & WRONGFUL DEATH

jous injuries or lost a
to,someone else’s

¥ (Fires/Explosions)

dtorcycle Crashes

T/ Lyft/Taxi Accidents
alls (Slip/Trip) & Construction

(415) 447-9833 © ISSA MICHAEL, ESO.
MichaelLawCA.com Trial Attorney Since 1996




