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St. Nicholas Orthodox Church

Antiochian Archdiocese of North America
Diocese of Los Angeles and the West
5200 Diamond Heights Blvd., San Francisco, CA 94131
Tel: (415) 648-~5200
Email: info@stnicholas-sf.com--website:stnicholas-sf.com
His Eminence Metropolitan JOSEPH, Archbishop
of New York and Metropolitan of all North America
Pastor, V. Rev. Fr. George Baalbaki
(586) 214-4428 revbaalbaki@yahoo.com
Sub-Dn. llyan Baalbaki
Sub-Dn. Tariq Rantisi
Parish Council Chairman: Azar Azar
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Sunday, October 16, 2022
Sunday of Holy Fathers of Seventh Ecumenical Council
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SYMPATHY & CONDOLENCES:

We would like to offer our Deepest Sympathy and Condolences to
Suha and Hanna Saoud and to the Entire Azar Families on the passing of
Ibrahim Khalil Azar in Jordan.

+ May His Memory Be Eternal +

THE EPISTLE: Titus (3:8-15)
Titus, my son, faithful is the saying, and concerning these things | desire you to affirm confidently,
that those who have believed in God may be thoughtful of how to preside in honorable
occupations. These things are good and profitable to men. But avoid foolish disputes, and
genealogies, and contentions, and controversies about the Law; for they are unprofitable and vain.
A man who is a heretic after the first and second admonition reject, knowing that such a one is
subverted, and sins, being self-condemned. When | send Artemas to you, or Tychicds, give
diligence to come to me to Nicopolis; for | have determined to winter there. Set forward Zenas the
lawyer and Apollos on their journey diligently, that they may be lacking in nothing. And let our
people also learn how to preside in honorable occupations, so as to help in cases of urgent need,
that they should not be unfruitful. All who are with me salute you. Salute those who love us in the
faith. Grace be with you all. Amen.
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THE GOSPEL : Luke (8:5-15)
The Lord spoke this parable: “A sower went out to sow his seed; and as he sowed, some fell along
the path, and was trodden under foot, and the birds of the air devoured it. And some fell on the
rock; and as it grew up, it withered away, because it had no moisture. And some fell among




thorns; and the thorns grew with it and choked it. And some fell into good soil and grew, and
yielded a hundredfold.” And when His Disciples asked Him what this parable meant, Jesus said,
“To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of God; but for others they are in
parables, so that seeing they may not see, and hearing they may not understand. Now the parable
Is this: The seed is the word of God. The ones along the path are those who have heard; then the
devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts that they may not believe and be saved.
And the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear the word, receive it with joy; but these
have no root, they believe for a while and in time of temptation fall away. And as for what fell
among the thorns, they are those who hear, but as they go on their way, they are choked by the
cares and riches and pleasures of life,
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¢~ Offered by Ted & Diana Ajluni for the good health of their children Lena & Johnny Elmasu
on the birth of their daughter Sophie Rose. Many Years! And for the good health of the Ajluni,
Elmasu and Ocegueda families. God Bless and May Years!

“¢ Offered by Carolyn & Peter Boyle in Loving Memory of Peter James Khoury Boyle on the
special occasion of his birthday on October 15™. May His memory be eternal!

%~ Offered by Marilyn Habeeb for the good health and speedy recovery of Louise LeFevre.
God Bless and Many Years!

Holy Bread of Oblation is Offered by:

1 David Hanhan and his family, in loving memory of His Son, Joseph David Hanhan.
May His Memory Be Eternal!

October is Youth Month in our Archdiocese. During this month, we encourage our youth to
Read the Epistles, Take the Collections, Usher, Chant and Sing, and Take Part in Church
Activities. Please encourage and help our youth participate in the life of the Church during
October and throughout the year. Please contact Church office or Ilyan Baalbaki if you’d like
your teen to participate in any of the roles listed: Epistle reader, chanter, usher, and sermons.
= TEEN SOYO AND YOUNG ADULTS LUNCHEON: This Sunday, October 16", 2022
following Sunday Service, our youth will be offering luncheon for all. Please join us and
support our youth.
=  YOUNG ADULTS AT THE EXPLORATORIUM: For 18+ : Thursday, October 20"
from 6PM-10PM. We will meet out front by the entrance at the Exploratorium @ 6 PM.
Purchase your tickets from the Exploratorium website.\We hope to see you there!
= TEENSOYO BOWLING NIGHT: Friday, October 21%at 7 PM @ Classic Bowl . Please
contact Claudine Batarse or Ilyan Baalbaki for more information.




ANNOUNCEMENTS AND EVENTS:

» ST.NICHOLAS CHURCH MEN’S FELLOWSHIP: October 25" at 6 PM. Every fourth
Tuesday of every month, the Men’s Fellowship get together at Church Banquet Hall. Please
join us for dinner and gathering with good company and Bible discussion.

> ST. NICHOLAS CHURCH LADIES AUXILIARY ARABIAN NIGHT: Friday, October
28'7 2022 at 6PM. Ladies, come join us for dinner, dancing and fun at Tannourine
Restaurant: 120 W 25th Ave, San Mateo, CA 94403. Cost $65- seats are limited. Come dress to
impress in your best Arabian outfit for a chance to win best dressed! To RSVP, please contact
Inam Shami (650) 270-3369 or Randa Shatara (415) 871-1043.

» ST.NICHOLAS ANNUAL THANKSGIVING FAMILY NIGHT: Saturday, November
19", 2022 at 6 PM. All you can eat buffet; 20 types of mezze, 13 hot buffet menu and assorted
desserts. Featuring live music by Nader Zaki, Ashur Dawood and Maestro Radwan Shakshir &
his Ensemble. You don’t want to miss this! $60 Adult | $30 for 12 and under. For tickets,
contact Church (415)648-5200, Jeries Tannous (650)740-9263 or Janet Bagleh (650)438-7371.

» SAVE THESE DATES FOR OUR UPCOMING EVENTS OF 2022:

o December 11™: Parish Council Elections
o December 17™; St. Nicholas Christmas Party

Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh
CHRIST THE KING

In one of his homilies St. John Chrysostom says that anyone endowed with power can rule, only a
king can die for his people. And this we see so wonderfully and tragically manifested in God
become Man in the Lord Jesus Christ. He himself says in the Gospel that the rulers of the earth
subdue their people, rule over them with power but He calls us to be rulers of another kind, to give
our lives to people so that they be able to follow the example given in freedom, liberated from fear
and liberated by Him from sin and evil.
And yet, there is a condition to this. We so hopefully think that being Christ’s by name we can
also participate in His glory, but there is a condition to it which is absolute. Do you remember how
Christ on His way to the crucifixion spoke to His disciples on the way of Caesarea Philippi about
His coming passion? He described it point by point, He tried to make the Apostles sense the horror
of what was coming, and He, the Son of man, will die. And His last word however was that He
would rise again. And the Apostles in a way that we find probably unthinkable, heard only the last
words, the words that promised His victory and His glory, their freedom and their victory, and
their glory as being His disciples and followers from the beginning. It is made so clear by James
and John, and their mother coming up to Christ and saying, 'When You come in Your Kingdom,
let us sit on the right and left hand of Your throne, of Your glory.' They had forgotten, they had
not heard, not perceived what Christ had said about the cost to Him of this victory. All they heard
was the future glory.
Aren’t we most of the time, not only from time to time but most of the time as deaf as the Apostles
were, as blind, as unthinking? What the two Apostles John and James said was tantamount in
saying, 'Lord, to Thee the cross, but to us — the victory.' But isn’t it our mentality far too often?
Do we not assume that now that Christ has died and risen, we can forget about His crucifixion and
think only of His enthronement on the right hand of glory? But when James and John came up to
Him with their words of hope, what did Christ say? He said to them, 'Are you prepared to drink
My cup? Are you prepared to be baptised with My baptism?' which from the Greek can be
translated, 'Are you prepared to be merged into ordeal that is to be Mine?' These words Christ
speaks to each of us.




It is not enough to think that Christ by His cross and passion, by the horror of an impossible death
and His descent into hell has won for us freedom and victory and the hope of glory. If we are
Christ’s, we must be prepared to drink His cup and be merged in His ordeal, in other words, to live
on this earth on His terms. And His terms were the sacrificial love that made Him become Man
and die on the Cross that we may live. This is the challenge of His kingship to us. Yes, He is King
because a king gives his life for his people. We are His people indeed, but if it is true that we have
been sent into the world as a vanguard of the Kingdom, to use the translation of a passage of the
Epistle given by Moffat, if we are sent as a vanguard of the Kingdom, we must be prepared to
conquer the world for Christ on the same terms as He, pay the same cost as He and not otherwise,
not expect that the death was His and the victory is ours.

We are, if our baptism is true at all, not only formally, not as a ceremony but as an event of our
life, we are, each of us singly and all of us together in our oneness and togetherness, we are an
extension of the incarnate presence of Christ, the body of Christ as Paul and the Scripture call us.
And if we are the body of Christ, we as a Church and in each of its members, are the body broken
for the remission of sins of the world, we are the lamb of sacrifice, we are sent into the world to
die for its salvation. First of all to die to ourselves, to renounce ourselves, to turn away from
ourselves, to turn our gaze on God and then, because we will follow His gaze and follow in His
footsteps, go back to men, to those who need Him, those who are lost. We are called to be like the
Good Shepherd who seeks the lost sheep and brings it on his shoulders after a long search if
necessary, at the cost of much travail and tiredness and danger indeed. And perhaps the Church as
a whole is called to this, but according to the frailty, which is ours, each of us is not called to this.
We are called like Christ to take our neighbour upon our shoulders and carry him as Christ carried
His Cross, if necessary — to die upon this Cross, to die for the salvation of this neighbour of ours
who in human terms is our enemy, our adversary, our persecutor, the one who is indifferent both
to God and to us and indeed, to his own eternal destiny. It is only if we are prepared to take the
world on Christ’s terms that we are Christ’s own people, not if we simply profess Christ as our
God, as our King, as our Saviour.

This is the way in which we enter into communion with Him. But if we are in Christ and if Christ
IS in us, each of us must fulfill within the limits of his life, within the limitations of his capabilities
what Christ has done — give our lives for others that they may be set free, renewed, that they may
start into a new life. Then we will have done what characterises a king, we will have given our
lives for those who are beloved of God to the point of His incarnation and death upon the Cross. If
we are not prepared to respond to the words of Christ, 'Are you prepared to drink My cup, are you
prepared to be merged into My ordeal?' we are not fulfilling the promises of our baptism because
St. Paul in his Epistle to the Romans says that with Him through baptism we die His death and we
rise with Him for life eternal. But our dying must not be only ceremonial and symbolical while we
hope that life will be real. Our dying must be real, our offering of self, our learning to love one
another, our neighbour, the lost, the persecutor, the enemy, to love him as Christ said, 'No-one has
greater love than he who gives his life for his neighbour. This is what the feast of Christ the King
says to us. He is King because He has given His life. And if He is in us and we in Him, this is our
vocation — give our lives.
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Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church
Pangel Tfll

The Saint Nicholas Orthodox
Church Banquet Hall is the perfect
venue for your next wedding
reception, baptism, graduation,
birthday, or conference. We offer
a range of professional banquet
and catering services with a vast
and eclectic menu, showcasing a
variety of catering options and
premium beverages. Our friendly
and professionally trained staff will
work with you to identify your
needs within your budget to create
a personal and memorable event.

BANQUET HALL AMENITIES

Over 6000 square feet with a full bar o & A

350 capacity with dining 7; & *“’égﬁ e

o iy N o'

25ft x 25ft dance floor S 3 ‘

Lighting & Sound - N2 ’
: : : N s

On-site catering with staff R TN

Fully equipped industrial kitchen
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware,
silverware available

Set up, take down, and cleaning services

Comblimentarv narkina lot




R EA |— AS S ET S : Recent Transactions
REAL RESULTS.

Considering
Buying or Selling a

2844 21" Street 3156-3158 24™ Street

$3,3¢5,000 $2,700,000

Multi-Unit or T
Mixed-Use Property? SEL |

Specializing in Mixed-Use, Multi-Family, ot e e .
f A P P i 14 t issi treet
SRO's, and Commercial Properties in popsiigtobiod by
. . 4 Urit Moced-Use 28 Units Mized-Use
San Francisco and San Mateo Counties.

Having recently brokered 20+ million
dollars in recent transactions in the last
year, no challenge is too big or small.
Contact me for commercial real estate

inguiries. 249 Grand Avenue 302 28" Avenue
$1,887,500 $3,275,000
2 Unét Mixed-Use & Urits Muitidamaly

Hanna J Azar
Broker-Associate

Hannajohn.Azar@compass.com
i 4158750177

&} Azarrealtygroup.com 627-633 Irving Street
$3,000,000
#02005698 3 Unit Meoad-Use

License Numbers 01001628, 15 7 ) 1443781, C'?'O 3, YO:JB:O
1961027, 1842087, 1860607, 186 7 7 7. All motenicl is intended

for informational purposes only and & iled & dovnod relioble but is subject o
srrors, omissions, changes in price, condiion, sale, or withdrowel wethout notice. No stotement i

maode ce to fhe cccwrocy of ony description or mecsuremants (including square foctoge)). This is rot
mtended o sckcit property cirecdy lived. No §mcnciol or legal cdvice provided. Equal Housing C O M E R C I A L
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Follow us on [§] [E) @mosaicmarketbayarea
() 9 37th street & El Camino, San Mateo +1650-477-2099




§§ SAADEH LAW

JOHN SAADEH,
ESQ, MBA

oL  BUSINESS LAW

@ REAL ESTATE LAW

ESTATE PLANNING

P: (650) 918-7
1 Saadehlawfirm.com
john@saadehlawfirm.com

333 Gellert blvd, Ste.]l@” HD\ P |1
Dalyﬂity,CA94015: | =
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THE REPRESENTING VICTIMS
ICHAEL  OF SERIOUS PERSONAL INJURY
LAW FIRM & WRONGFUL DEATH

jous injuries or lost a
to,someone else’s

¥ (Fires/Explosions)

dtorcycle Crashes

T/ Lyft/Taxi Accidents
alls (Slip/Trip) & Construction

(415) 447-9833 © ISSA MICHAEL, ESO.
MichaelLawCA.com Trial Attorney Since 1996




