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St. Nicholas Orthodox Church

Antiochian Archdiocese of North America
Diocese of Los Angeles and the West
5200 Diamond Heights Blvd., San Francisco, CA 94131
Tel: (415) 648-5200

Email: info@stnicholas-sf.com--website:stnicholas-sf.com
His Eminence Metropolitan JOSEPH, Archbishop
of New York and Metropolitan of all North America
Pastor, V. Rev. Fr. George Baalbaki
(586) 214-4428 revbaalbaki@yahoo.com
Sub-Dn. llyan Baalbaki
Sub-Dn. Tariq Rantisi
Parish Council Chairman: Azar Azar
Parish Council Vice Chairman: Salim Qaru

Sunday, October 23, 2022
The Holy Apostle James the “Brother of God”

THE EPISTLE: Galatians (1:11-19)
Brethren, I would have you know that the Gospel which was preached by me is not man’s gospel.
For | did not receive it from man, nor was | taught it, but it came through a revelation of Jesus
Christ. For you have heard of my former life in Judaism, how I persecuted the Church of God
violently and tried to destroy it; and I advanced in Judaism beyond many of my own age among
my people; so extremely zealous was | for the traditions of my fathers. But when He Who had set
me apart before | was born, and had called me through His grace, was pleased to reveal His Son to
me, in order that | might preach Him among the Gentiles, | did not confer with flesh and blood,
nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were Apostles before me, but | went away into Arabia;
and again | returned to Damascus. Then after three years | went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas,
and remained with him fifteen days. But I saw none of the other Apostles except James the Lord’s
brother,
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THE GOSPEL : Luke (8:26-39)
At that time, Jesus arrived at the country of the Gadarenes, which is opposite Galilee. And as He
stepped out on land, there met Him a man from the city who had demons; for a long time he had
worn no clothes, and he lived not in a house but among the tombs. When he saw Jesus, he cried out




and fell down before him, and said with a loud voice, “What hast Thou to do with me, Jesus, Son of
the Most High God? I beseech Thee, do not torment me.” For Jesus had commanded the unclean
spirit to come out of the man. [For many a time it had seized him; he was kept under guard, and
bound with chains and fetters, but he broke the bonds and was driven by the demon into the desert.]
Jesus then asked him, “What is your name?”” And he said, “Legion”; for many demons had entered
him. And they begged Jesus not to command them to depart into the abyss. Now a large herd of
swine was feeding there on the hillside; and they begged Jesus to let them enter these. So, He gave
them leave. Then the demons came out of the man and entered the swine, and the herd rushed down
the steep bank into the lake and was drowned. When the herdsmen saw what had happened, they
fled, and told it in the city and in the country. Then people went out to see what had happened, and
they came to Jesus, and found the man from whom the demons had gone, sitting at the feet of Jesus,
clothed and in his right mind; and they were afraid. And those who had seen it told them how he
who had been possessed with demons was healed. Then all the people of the surrounding country of
the Gadarenes asked Jesus to depart from them; for they were seized with great fear; so He got into
the boat and returned. The man from whom the demons had gone begged that he might be with
Jesus; but Jesus sent him away, saying, “Return to your home, and declare all that God has done for
you.” And he went away, proclaiming throughout the whole city all that Jesus had done for him.
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CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST WISHES to Shadi and Amanda Massad for the
Churching of their baby boy, Samer Shadi Massad. And to the Grandparents, Samer &
Lamis Massad and Jeries & Suhair Hanhan. May God grant them many years!

Holy Bread of Oblation is Offered by: i David Hanhan and his family, in loving memory of
His Son, Joseph David Hanhan. May His Memory Be Eternal!

October is Youth Month in our Archdiocese. During this month, we encourage our youth to
Read the Epistles, Take the Collections, Usher, Chant and Sing, and Take Part in Church
Activities. Please encourage and help our youth participate in the life of the Church during
October and throughout the year. Please contact Church office or Ilyan Baalbaki if you’d like
your teen to participate in any of the roles listed: Epistle reader, chanter, usher, and sermons.

=  YOUNG ADULTS AT THE EXPLORATORIUM: For 18+ : Thursday, October 20"
from 6PM-10PM. We will meet out front by the entrance at the Exploratorium @ 6 PM.
Purchase your tickets from the Exploratorium website. We hope to see you there!

= TEEN SOYO BOWLING NIGHT: Friday, October 21% at 7 PM @ Classic Bowl . Please
contact Claudine Batarse or llyan Baalbaki for more information.




ANNOUNCEMENTS AND EVENTS:

» ST.NICHOLAS CHURCH MEN’S FELLOWSHIP: October 25" at 6 PM. Every fourth
Tuesday of every month, the Men’s Fellowship get together at Church Banquet Hall. Please
join us for dinner and gathering with good company and Bible discussion.

» ST. NICHOLAS CHURCH LADIES AUXILIARY ARABIAN NIGHT: Friday, October
28'7 2022 at 6PM. Ladies, come join us for dinner, dancing and fun at Tannourine
Restaurant: 120 W 25th Ave, San Mateo, CA 94403. Cost $65- seats are limited. Come dress to
impress in your best Arabian outfit for a chance to win best dressed! To RSVP, please contact
Inam Shami (650) 270-3369 or Randa Shatara (415) 871-1043.

» ST.NICHOLAS ANNUAL THANKSGIVING FAMILY NIGHT: Saturday, November
19", 2022 at 6 PM. All you can eat buffet; 20 types of mezze, 13 hot buffet menu and assorted
desserts. Featuring live music by Nader Zaki, Ashur Dawood and Maestro Radwan Shakshir &
his Ensemble. You don’t want to miss this! $60 Adult | $30 for 12 and under. For tickets,
contact Church (415)648-5200, Jeries Tannous (650)740-9263 or Janet Bagleh (650)438-7371.

» SAVE THESE DATES FOR OUR UPCOMING EVENTS OF 2022:

o December 11™: Parish Council Elections
o December 17™; St. Nicholas Christmas Party

Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh
The healing of the man of Gergesene

How familiar is this story to us. Yet every time we read it we rediscover something in it which
touches our heart, or gives a new light to our mind. And to-day | would like to attract your
attention to three features of this passage.

The first is the attitude of the devils, of the powers of evil, to their victims. The powers of evil
have no other intention or desire than to take possession of a living creature and to make it both a
sufferer and one that will fulfil their will. The Fathers of the Church teach us that the devils can
have no direct action in this world; all they can do is enslave human beings and through them
work the evil within them. So this is what these powers of evil had intended: to enslave these men
and to make them instruments of destruction, but at the same time to make them suffer for it.
When Christ commanded them to leave their victims they cried, shall | say, for a place of refuge, a
place where they could dwell and work destruction. And Christ allowed them to in-dwell the pigs.
Pigs, in the eyes of Jews, were a symbol of impurity; the request to be lodged in their bodies was a
sign for all who could understand - and every Jew could - that they were as impure as the impurest
of the animals. But what happened next was a demonstration to people of what happens when we
allow ourselves to be possessed of evil, when we allow passions to have power over us - hatred,
lust, jealousy, and all the passions of body and soul. Being possessed by them we are doomed to
destruction, as this herd ended in death.

We should remember this because we do not always realise how much we are in the grip, in the
power of those things which rule our life: likes and dislikes, hatreds, resentments and so on. We
are not only possessed, but we are also working evil through our subjection to the power of evil.
And the warning is clear: if we only allow evil to take possession of us completely, it will mean
death; not physical death, but a total, tragic alienation from all that is life: from God, from love,
from beauty, from meaning. We cannot fall out of existence but we can be possessed of an
existence which is a ghostly one, an existence without life, without content - a shell that is
empty, and yet a torment And in contrast to this we see the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God
become Man. He is the Creator, He is the Lord, He is the Saviour of the whole world; and He




forgets everything, as it were, the whole of creation to pay attention to nothing but these two men
who are in need of salvation, indeed He is prepared to leave ninety-nine righteous, whole people
who do not need Him at that moment alone in order to give all His attention, all His life, indeed all
His power to save these two men. In the face of all the need of the world He can see every
individual need and respond to it with all His love, all His compassion, all His understanding and
all His divine power to save and to heal.

There is a third group of people whom we see in action in this Gospel story; it is the inhabitants of
the country. They had known of the desperate condition of these two men; they were told of what
Christ did for them; they were told who their master was, who was their tormentor; should they
not have come to give glory to God and thank Him for delivering the two men from the power of
evil? NO! All they saw in the act of Christ was that they were deprived of their herd of swine.
What mattered to them the wholeness and the life and the salvation of these two men? They were
deprived of what was important to them, what mattered to them more than a human life, and they
asked Christ to leave their borders, to go because they did not want to risk another miracle that
would be costly to them. What a tragic - not monstrous, but just tragic contrast between the
attitude of God and the attitude of these people.

Let us give thought and ask ourselves, where do we stand? Of course, the first movement we shall
have is to say, 'On God's side' - it is not true. When there is a tragic need, and the cost of helping
would be perhaps not a disaster but a pain or loss to us, what would we choose? Let us reflect on
this: are we really on the side of Christ Who can forget the whole world because His Heart is
pierced, transfixed with compassion, or - do we allow our heart to be moved one moment, and
then recalculate the cost and turn away from the need?

Let us reflect - because every one of these stories, every parable, every image, every act of God is
challenging us: Where do you stand? Who are you? The person possessed, to whatever extent? A
disciple of Christ ready to forget everything for the sake of a desperate need? Or rather one of
those who say to Christ: Go, go away - you are disturbing our peace, the harmony of our life and
our security?

Let us reflect deeply; but not only reflect, take a decision and act.
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Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church
gl bV

The Saint Nicholas Orthodox
Church Banquet Hall is the perfect
venue for your next wedding
reception, baptism, graduation,
birthday, or conference. We offer
a range of professional banquet
and catering services with a vast
and eclectic menu, showcasing a
variety of catering options and
premium beverages. Our friendly
and professionally trained staff will
work with you to identify your
needs within your budget to create
a personal and memorable event.

BANQUET HALL AMENITIES
Over 6000 square feet with a full bar Y
350 capacity with dining 7‘ iy "'\‘H %

< QSRR ¥
25ft x 25ft dance floor e 2ot 3
Lighting & Sound - PN

On-site catering with staff

Fully equipped industrial kitchen
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware,
silverware available

Set up, take down, and cleaning services
Complimentary parking lot

Wheelchair accessible




R EA |— AS S ET S : Recent Transactions
REAL RESULTS.

Considering
Buying or Selling a

2844 21" Street 3156-3158 24™ Street

$3,3¢5,000 $2,700,000

Multi-Unit or T
Mixed-Use Property? SEL |

Specializing in Mixed-Use, Multi-Family, ot e e .
f A P P i 14 t issi treet
SRO's, and Commercial Properties in popsiigtobiod by
. . 4 Urit Moced-Use 28 Units Mized-Use
San Francisco and San Mateo Counties.

Having recently brokered 20+ million
dollars in recent transactions in the last
year, no challenge is too big or small.
Contact me for commercial real estate

inguiries. 249 Grand Avenue 302 28" Avenue
$1,887,500 $3,275,000
2 Unét Mixed-Use & Urits Muitidamaly

Hanna J Azar
Broker-Associate

Hannajohn.Azar@compass.com
i 4158750177

&} Azarrealtygroup.com 627-633 Irving Street
$3,000,000
#02005698 3 Unit Meoad-Use

License Numbers 01001628, 15 7 ) 1443781, C'?'O 3, YO:JB:O
1961027, 1842087, 1860607, 186 7 7 7. All motenicl is intended

for informational purposes only and & iled & dovnod relioble but is subject o
srrors, omissions, changes in price, condiion, sale, or withdrowel wethout notice. No stotement i

maode ce to fhe cccwrocy of ony description or mecsuremants (including square foctoge)). This is rot
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Follow us on [§] [E) @mosaicmarketbayarea
() 9 37th street & El Camino, San Mateo +1650-477-2099




§§ SAADEH LAW

JOHN SAADEH,
ESQ, MBA

oL  BUSINESS LAW

@ REAL ESTATE LAW

ESTATE PLANNING

P: (650) 918-7
1 Saadehlawfirm.com
john@saadehlawfirm.com

333 Gellert blvd, Ste.]l@” HD\ P |1
Dalyﬂity,CA94015: | =
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THE REPRESENTING VICTIMS
ICHAEL  OF SERIOUS PERSONAL INJURY
LAW FIRM & WRONGFUL DEATH

jous injuries or lost a
to,someone else’s

¥ (Fires/Explosions)

dtorcycle Crashes

T/ Lyft/Taxi Accidents
alls (Slip/Trip) & Construction

(415) 447-9833 © ISSA MICHAEL, ESO.
MichaelLawCA.com Trial Attorney Since 1996




