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Sunday, November 06, 2022

SYMPATHY AND CONDOLENCES:
We would like to offer our deepest sympathy and condolences to the Entire Hanhan Family
on the falling asleep of our dear sister in Christ,
+ Afdokia Hanhan.
May her memory be eternal!

THE EPISTLE: Galatians (2:16-20)
Brethren, you know that a man is not justified by works of the Law but through faith in Jesus
Christ. Even we have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ, and not
by works of the Law, because by works of the Law shall no one be justified. But if, in our
endeavor to be justified in Christ, we ourselves were found to be sinners, is Christ then an agent of
sin? Certainly not! But if | build up again those things which I tore down, then I prove myself a
transgressor. For | through the Law died to the Law, that | might live to God. | have been
crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ Who lives in me; and the life | now live
in the flesh | live by faith in the Son of God, Who loved me and gave Himself for me.
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THE GOSPEL.: Luke (8:41-56)
At that time, there came to Jesus a man named Jairus, who was a ruler of the synagogue; and
falling at Jesus’ feet he besought Him to come to his house, for he had an only daughter, about
twelve years of age, and she was dying. As Jesus went, the people pressed round Him. And a
woman, who had had a flow of blood for twelve years, and had spent all her living upon
physicians, and could not be healed by anyone, came up behind Him, and touched the fringe of His
garment; and immediately her flow of blood ceased. And Jesus said, “Who was it that touched
Me?” When all denied it, Peter said, “Master, the multitudes surround Thee and press upon Thee!
And Thou sayest, ‘Who touched Me?’” But Jesus said, “Someone touched Me; for I perceive that
power has gone forth from Me.” And when the woman saw that she was not hidden, she came
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trembling, and falling down before Him declared in the presence of all the people why she had
touched Him, and how she had been immediately healed. And Jesus said to her, “Daughter, your
faith has made you well; go in peace.” While Jesus was still speaking, a man from the ruler’s
house came and said, “Your daughter is dead; do not trouble the Teacher any more.” But Jesus on
hearing this answered him, “Do not fear; only believe, and she shall be well.” And when Jesus
came to the house, He permitted no one to enter with Him, except Peter and James and John, and
the father and mother of the child. And all were weeping and bewailing her; but Jesus said, “Do
not weep; for she is not dead but sleeping.” And they laughed at him, knowing that she was dead.
But taking her by the hand Jesus called, saying, “Child, arise.” And her spirit returned, and she got
up at once; and Jesus directed that something should be given her to eat. And her parents were
amazed; but He charged them to tell no one what had happened.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS AND EVENTS:

ST. NICHOLAS THANKSGIVING ANNUAL FOOD DRIVE: This Saturday, November 5th
at 9 AM. Our annual food drive is back! Come help assemble sandwiches as well as hygiene Kits
to pass out to the needy in San Francisco. 9 AM- assemble sandwiches and hygiene kits / 11 AM-
head downtown to pass out and distribute everything we can! All donations are greatly
appreciated! Looking for donations of: Non-perishables, Clothes, Hats, Scarves, Blankets,
Sleeping Bags, etc.

MONTHLY MEETING OF THE NEWLY WEDS AND MIDDLE-AGED FAMILIES in
ARABIC: Thursday, November 10", at 7 PM in our banquet hall, led by Fr. George Baalbaki.
We ask all our families to join us! Another meeting will be announced soon for the English-
speaking families. See you there!

ST. NICHOLAS ANNUAL THANKSGIVING FAMILY NIGHT: Saturday, November 19*,
at 6 PM. All you can eat buffet: 20 types of mezze, 13 hot buffet menu and desserts. Featuring live
music by Nader Zaki, Ashur Dawood and Maestro Radwan Shakshir & his Ensemble. You don’t
want to miss this! $60 Adult | $30 for 12 and under. For tickets, contact Church (415)648-5200,
Jeries Tannous (650)740-9263 or Janet Bagleh (650)438-7371.

PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS: December 11,

ST. NICHOLAS CHURCH ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY: Saturday, December 17,
doors open at 7:30 PM. Join us for this incredible night! Featuring the musically talented Bishara
Sakhnini and live band led by Maestro Radwan Shakshir. $100 per person: Fancy Dinner and
Open Bar | $25 per child, baby sitter available. For tickets and reservations, please contact the
Church office, Maurice Kari, Elias Batshon, Jeries Azar or Salim Qaru.




Metropolitan Anthony - EUCHARIST
When the Lord instituted at the Last Supper that mystery of our faith which we call the Holy
Liturgy or the Eucharist, He gathered round Himself His Disciples, both those who were later to be
faithful even unto death, and also the one who was already prepared to betray his Master. And He
confronted him together with the others, with the extraordinary love of God, because to be
admitted to a man's table means that he, our host, consider us to be his equals, his companions in
the old sense of this word, those who are untitled to break the bread with him, to share with him
the substance of life. Equals in the love of God, equals of God through His love to us, - this is one
of the aspects of this extraordinary event which we call the Last Supper.
But we have given it also another name, we call it the Eucharist, from a Greek word which means
simultaneously "gift" and "thanksgiving". Indeed we can see that communion to the Body and
Blood of Christ is the greatest gift which the Lord can grant us: companionship and equality,
becoming the co-workers of God. And through the incredible, unfathomable action and power of
the Spirit, because this bread is no longer bread only and this wine is no longer only wine, but have
truly become the Body and the Blood of the Giver, we become incipiently and increasingly
partakers of the divine nature, Gods by adoption, Gods by participation, so that together with the
One Who is the Incarnate Son of God, we became the total revelation of man as well as the total
revelation of God's presence, the total Christ of whom St Ignatius of Antioche spoke. And beyond
this, higher, deeper even than this, in this community of nature and of life with the Only-Begotten
Son of God in the words of St Irenaeus of Lyon, we become truly with regard to God Himself the
only begotten son.
This is the gift, but where is the thanksgiving? What can we bring to the Lord? Bread and wine,
they belong to Him; our own lives? Are we not His? He has called us out of naught, He has
brought us into being, He has endowed us with all that we are and all that we possess. What then
can we give which is really ours? St Maxim the Confessor says that God can do all things, save
one: He cannot compel the smallest of His creatures to love Him, because love is supreme
freedom. This is the only gift which we can bring to God: the gift of a trusting heart. But why is
this mysterious Supper of the Eucharist called the thanksgiving more than any other service, more
than any action of ours? What can be given to God? This is a question which the Psalmist was
asking himself centuries before Christ appeared and revealed the divine love, and his answer was
so unexpected and so true. He says "What reward shall | give to the Lord for all His benefits?" and
he replies "I shall take the Cup of salvation, | will give thanks unto the Lord, I will sing praise in
the courts of the Temple of the Lord". The supreme act of thanksgiving is not to give back,
because one who receives and pays back, repays the gift and in some sort of way, destroys the gift;
both indeed become equal, both have given, both have been at the giving end of the chain, but this
reciprocal giving has destroyed both joy up to a point. If we wish, if we are capable of receiving,
of receiving whole-heartedly, then we are expressing truly our total trust, our assurance that the
love of the giver is perfect and it is in receiving whole-heartedly in all simplicity that we bring joy
to the one who has given from all his heart.
This is true even in human relationship; we wish to repay a gift only to make ourselves free from
gratitude and from a certain enslavement in which we are put when we receive from one who does
not love us enough to give whole-heartedly and whom we do not love enough to receive whole-
heartedly. And this is why the Eucharist is the supreme thanksgiving of the Church and the




supreme thanksgiving of our earth: people who trust the love of God open-heartedly, without any
thought of repaying the gift, only rejoicing in the love it expresses, receive from God not only
what He can grant but also what He is, participation to His life, to His nature, to His eternity, to
His love divine. Only if we are capable of receiving with perfect gratitude and perfect joy can our
participation in the Eucharist be true, only then does the Eucharist become for us also the supreme
act of gratitude. But gratitude is difficult because it requires both a loving heart capable of
rejoicing when it receives and a perfect trust and faith in the love of the one who gives, trust that
this gift is not meant as an humiliation or as an act of enslavement. And this is why we must grow
from day to day into the ability to love and to be loved, into the ability to be grateful and to rejoice,
and only then does become the Last Supper of the Lord the perfect gift of God and the perfect
response of the earth.
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Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church
Deguel el

The Saint Nicholas Orthodox
Church Banquet Hall is the perfect
venue for your next wedding
reception, baptism, graduation,
birthday, or conference. We offer
a range of professional banquet
and catering services with a vast
and eclectic menu, showcasing a
variety of catering options and
premium beverages. Our friendly
and professionally trained staff will
work with you to identify your
needs within your budget to create
a personal and memorable event.

BANQUET HALL AMENITIES

Over 6000 square feet with a full bar }.}g &

350 capacity with dining ?*:’ ‘?"\? "

25ft x 25ft dance floor P 2o '

Lighting & Sound - A2 .
. : : N e &

On-site catering with staff R Ty e i

Fully equipped industrial kitchen
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware,
silverware available

Set up, take down, and cleaning services
Complimentary parking lot

Wheelchair accessible
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Follow us on [§] [E) @mosaicmarketbayarea
() 9 37th street & El Camino, San Mateo +1650-477-2099
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JOHN SAADEH,

ESQ. MBA o  BUSINESS LAW

[E]] ReAL ESTATE LAW

ESTATE PLANNING

1 Saadehlawfirm.com
john@saadehlawfirm.com

333 Cellert blvd, Ste. 14& m‘\ (I | [
Dalyﬂity, CA 94015 ™ - o



THE REPRESENTING VICTIMS
ICHAEL  OF SERIOUS PERSONAL INJURY
LAW FIRM & WRONGFUL DEATH

jous injuries or lost a
to,someone else’s

¥ (Fires/Explosions)

dtorcycle Crashes

T/ Lyft/Taxi Accidents
alls (Slip/Trip) & Construction

(415) 447-9833 © ISSA MICHAEL, ESO.
MichaelLawCA.com Trial Attorney Since 1996
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