A 5 N1 ASUaTY Y 68 jla A€
St. Nicholas Orthodox Church

Antiochian Archdiocese of North America
Diocese of Los Angeles and the West
5200 Diamond Heights Blvd., San Francisco, CA 94131
Tel: (415) 648-5200
Email: info@stnicholas-sf.com--website:stnicholas-sf.com
His Beatitude Patriarch JOHN X, Patriarch
of Antioch and All of East
Pastor, V. Rev. Fr. George Baalbaki
(586) 214-4428 revbaalbaki@yahoo.com
Sub-Dn. llyan Baalbaki
Sub-Dn. Tarig Rantisi
Parish Council Chairman: Azar Azar
Parish Council Vice Chairman: Salim Qaru
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Sunday, December 11, 2022

Sunday of the Forefathers (Ancestors) of Christ
Cron a8 2aaY) sl

SYMPATHY AND CONDOLENCES:
We would like to offer our deepest sympathy and condolences to the Entire Srouji and Dallal
Families on the falling asleep of our sister in Christ, + Farida Vidreen Dallal.
May her memory be eternal!

MEMORIAL SERVICES:

% Third and Nine Days Memorial Service for the Handmaiden of God, Farida Vidreen Dallal
will be held on Sunday, December 11", offered by her family. May Her Memory be Eternal!

w Third, Nine and Forty Days Memorial Service for the Servant of God, Hanna Salim Elias
Shnoudi will be held on Sunday, December 11%", offered by his family. May His Memory be
Eternal!

1w Forty Days Memorial Service for the Servant of God, Audie John Dudum will be held on
Sunday, January 8", offered by his family. May His Memory be Eternal!

THE EPISTLE: Colossians (3:4-11)

Brethren, when Christ, Who is our life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. Put
to death therefore what is earthly in you: fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, and
covetousness, which is idolatry. On account of these, the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of
disobedience. In these you once walked, when you lived in them. But now put them all away:
anger, wrath, malice, slander, and foul talk from your mouth. Do not lie to one another, seeing
that you have put off the old nature with its practices and have put on the new nature, which is
being renewed in knowledge after the image of its Creator. Here there cannot be Greek and Jew,
circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free man, but Christ is all, and in all.
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THE GOSPEL: Luke (14:16-24)

The Lord spoke this parable: “A man once gave a great banquet, and invited many; and at the time
for the banquet he sent his servant to say to those who had been invited, ‘Come; for all is now
ready.” But, one by one, they all began to make excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have bought a
field, and I must go out and see it; I pray you, have me excused.” And another said, ‘I have bought
five yoke of oxen, and I go to examine them; I pray you, have me excused.” And another said, ‘I
have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.” So the servant came and reported this to his
master. Then the householder in anger said to his servant, ‘Go out quickly to the streets and lanes
of the city, and bring in the poor and maimed and blind and lame.” And the servant said, ‘Sir, what
you commanded has been done, and still there is room.” And the master said to the servant, ‘Go
out to the highways and hedges, and compel people to come in, that my house may be filled. For I
tell you, none of those men who were invited shall taste my banquet.” For many are called, but
few are chosen.”
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@Offered by Angela Husary, for the good health and well-being of Victor & Angela Husary
and their children Christopher, Anthony and Michael. God Bless and Many Years!
Offered by Sana Jarjura & Family in Loving memory of parents George and Najla Jarjura.
May their memories be eternal!

@Offered by Rossete Saba in in good health of her children Mary, Michael, John and his
family and Ann Marie and her family. And for Nick Saba and Joanne Saba on the special
occasion of their birthdays. God Bless and Many Years! Also in Loving memory of Nicola Saba
and George Saba.

May their memories be eternal!

@Offered by Sue Wais for the good health and well-being of my husband Donald Wais,

myself, my daughter & son in-law Jeanette & Jason Yoshida; and my Grand Sons Anthony,
Khalil and Dylan Yoshida. God Bless and Many Years! Also, in Loving Memory of my
parents Khalil Fareed Tannous and Janette Abu Ghazaleh Tannous.
May their memory be eternal.

Holy Bread of Oblation is Offered by:

1 David Hanhan and his family, in loving memory of his mother Afdokia Hanhan and his son
Joseph David Hanhan.

May Their Memory Be Eternal!
T Lamis & Samer Massad for the good health and well-being of her family.
God Bless and Many years!




ANNOUNCEMENTS AND EVENTS:
NATIVITY FAST:

asta

November 15th - December 24t
~ We would like to wish you a happy Advent season!
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PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS: December 11™". There will be a parish council election
meeting for the sole purpose of electing some members of the Parish Council for the upcoming
term. The Candidates interested in running should be in a good standing position- spiritually
qualified and pledged for the last two years. Please submit your candidate’s name to Father George
and/or Azar Azar as soon as possible. In order to vote in the elections, members must be spiritually
and financially in good standing with the church.

ST. NICHOLAS YOUNG ADULT UGLY SWEATER CHRISTMAS PARTY:: Thursday,
December 15", from 6 PM — 10 PM @ 3832 Balboa St. SF. Our annual Christmas party is next
week! Wear your ugly Christmas sweaters, bring a white elephant gift, and get ready for
fellowship and fun! Event is $20, includes Dinner & Drinks. Please contact Esther Clemence or
Shadi Azar to reserve your spot.

ST. NICHOLAS CHURCH ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY IS SOLD OUT!

Saturday, December 17, doors open at 7:30 PM. NO TICKETS WILL BE SOLD AT THE
DOOR.

SPECIAL ANTIOCHIAN ARCHDIOCESE CONVENTION: January 12%-13%", 2023. More
info to follow.

YOUNG ADULTS MINISTRY ANNUAL WINTER RETREAT AT BIG BEAR: January
13™"-16", 2023. Please join us for our annual winter retreat! Link to register is on
@dlawyoungadults Instagram bio. Invite your family and friends, all young adults are welcome!
For questions and for more information, please contact Esther Clemence or Shadi Azar.

Metropolitan Anthony
Bridal Feast

How often have we heard today’s a parable about those people who were called to the Bridal Feast
of the King, and who refused to come. The one who had acquired a plot of land; he thought he was
in possession of it; in reality, he was so attached to it that he could not detach himself from it: he
was a prisoner of what he thought he possessed. And so it is with whatever we imagine we
possess; it is enough for us to have the smallest thing in our hand — and this hand is alienated to
us; we cannot use it anymore, we cannot use our arm, our whole body is conditioned by what we
possess, or imagine we possess: we are held a prisoner by it. Others refused to come because they




had bought five pairs of oxen: they had to try them,
they had a task to fulfil, they had work to do,

they had perhaps what they believed to be a mission
in life, and therefore they had no time for anything
except that that was their personal concern. And the
last refused to come because his heart was full of his
own joy; having married, how could he be concerned
with anyone else’s marriage? He was full of his own
joy — how could he participate in anyone else's joy?
And so, they all turned away from the call.

Doesn’t it apply very directly to us? Each of us
possesses something that he deems so important that
he is prepared to turn away from God — yes, from God: there is no time for prayer, there is no
time for worship.

At the same time we turn away from other people who need us because we are busy with our own
business? And how often happens that we are full of joy or of sorrow — but they are our own, we
hug them to our heart, we have no time for anyone else's sorrow or anyone else’s joy. But then,
what should we do? You hear every Sunday in the Liturgy words that say, ‘Let us lay aside all the
cares of this life’; does it mean that we must turn away from the earth on which we live, from the
tasks which are ours, from the joys and true sorrows that come our way? No!

But there is an answer to it perhaps in the lines that precede the reading from the Epistle which we
heard today, where we are told: Are you risen with Christ? Are you where He is? Is your life hid in
God with Christ? What does it really mean to us? It means that if we are dead with the death of
Christ to everything which is destructive of love, destructive of compassion, which is self-
centredness, which is self-love, which leaves no space for anyone but ourselves — if we are dead
to all this, and if we have accepted life on Christ's terms, ready to live for others, live for God, live
for the joy and life of those who surround us — then we are risen with Christ, and our life is
indeed hid with Christ in God, it is at the very depth of God, at the very depth of divine love! And
then we can turn to the earth; then, instead of possessing we can serve, instead of overpowering we
can try to bring this earth of ours, in an act of love, in an act of reverence to be free, to be God's
earth, to be able to bring fruit, not as it does being raped, being violently possessed by us, but
giving us its fruit in an act of responsive love. And the same applies to our tasks; we are called to
serve, we are called to make of all our life an act of concern, of love, of service — then, all that we
do becomes an act of God, then it becomes meaningful and it does not separate us from God.

And if joy has come into our heart, it is a gift of God; if sorrow has come into our heart, we can
carry it to God, for it to be integrated in the mystery of salvation! Let us reflect on this! Let us truly
lay aside all the cares of this life in the sense that let us not be prisoners, but free: Christ has come
to set us free. And then the earth, and our labour, and our joys, and our sorrows and everyone on
earth will become part of the Kingdom of God.

Then indeed, our life will be hid with Christ in God, but a God Who have chosen so to love the
world as to be incarnate, to become man among men, to take upon Himself all the human destiny,
createdness, life in a fallen world, the consequences of human sin, and even the loss of God which
is what kills. And, having accepted it all in an act of saving and redempting love, He has risen, and
anyone can enter into eternal life, the life of the resurrection by uniting himself or herself to
Christ.
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Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church
Deguel el

The Saint Nicholas Orthodox
Church Banquet Hall is the perfect
venue for your next wedding
reception, baptism, graduation,
birthday, or conference. We offer
a range of professional banquet
and catering services with a vast
and eclectic menu, showcasing a
variety of catering options and
premium beverages. Our friendly
and professionally trained staff will
work with you to identify your
needs within your budget to create
a personal and memorable event.

BANQUET HALL AMENITIES

Over 6000 square feet with a full bar }.}g &

350 capacity with dining ?*:’ ‘?"\? "

25ft x 25ft dance floor P 2o '

Lighting & Sound - A2 .
. : : N e &

On-site catering with staff R Ty e i

Fully equipped industrial kitchen
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware,
silverware available

Set up, take down, and cleaning services
Complimentary parking lot

Wheelchair accessible
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Follow us on [§] [E) @mosaicmarketbayarea
() 9 37th street & El Camino, San Mateo +1650-477-2099
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JOHN SAADEH,

ESQ. MBA o  BUSINESS LAW

[E]] ReAL ESTATE LAW

ESTATE PLANNING

1 Saadehlawfirm.com
john@saadehlawfirm.com

333 Cellert blvd, Ste. 14& m‘\ (I | [
Dalyﬂity, CA 94015 ™ - o
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Commercial and Residential Real Estate
BRE # 00550532
Gell: (65017409263
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THE REPRESENTING VICTIMS
ICHAEL  OF SERIOUS PERSONAL INJURY
LAW FIRM & WRONGFUL DEATH

jous injuries or lost a
to,someone else’s

¥ (Fires/Explosions)

dtorcycle Crashes

T/ Lyft/Taxi Accidents
alls (Slip/Trip) & Construction

(415) 447-9833 © ISSA MICHAEL, ESO.
MichaelLawCA.com Trial Attorney Since 1996
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