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Sunday, December 18, 2022

Sunday before the Nativity of Christ (The Genealogy)
42l aa

MEMORIAL SERVICES:
w Memorial Service for the Servant of God, Audie John Dudum will be held on Sunday,
January 8™, offered by the Dudum families. May His Memory be Eternal!
w Four Year Memorial Service for the Servant of God, Abdallah Hanna Shami will be held on
Sunday, January 15", offered by his family. May His Memory be Eternal!

THE EPISTLE: Hebrews (11:9-10; 32-40)

Brethren, by faith Abraham sojourned in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents
with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. For he looked forward to the city which
has foundations, whose builder and maker is God. And what more shall | say? For time would fail
me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets—who
through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, received promises, stopped the mouths of
lions, quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of weakness, became
mighty in war, and put foreign armies to flight. Women received their dead by resurrection. Some
were tortured, refusing to accept release, so that they might rise again to a better life. Others
suffered mocking and scourging, and even chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were
sawn in two, they were killed with the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats,
destitute, afflicted, ill-treated—of whom the world was not worthy—wandering over deserts and
mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. And all these, though well attested by their faith,
did not receive what was promised, since God had foreseen something better for us, that apart
from us they should not be made perfect.
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THE GOSPEL: Matthew (1:1-25)

The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. Abraham was
the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers,
and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron, and Hezron the
father of Aram, and Aram the father of Amminadab, and Amminadab the father of Nahshon, and
Nahshon the father of Salmon, and Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of
Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse the father of David the king. And David
was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah, and Solomon the father of Rehoboam, and
Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asa, and Asa the father of Jehoshaphat,
and Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram the father of Uzziah, and Uzziah the father of
Jotham, and Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, and Hezekiah the father
of Manasseh, and Manasseh the father of Amon, and Amon the father of Josiah, and Josiah the
father of Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time of the deportation to Babylon. And after the
deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was the father of Shealtiel, and Shealtiel the father of
Zerubbabel, and Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, and Abiud the father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the
father of Azor, and Azor the father of Zadok, and Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim the father
of Eliud, and Eliud the father of Eleazar, and Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the father
of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, Who is
called Christ. So all the generations from Abraham to David were fourteen generations, and from
David to the deportation to Babylon fourteen generations, and from the deportation to Babylon to
the Christ were fourteen generations. Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When
His mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be
with child of the Holy Spirit; and her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to
shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary your wife, for
that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit; she will bear a son, and you shall call His
Name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the
Lord had spoken by the prophet: “Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and His Name
shall be called Emmanuel” (which means, God with us). When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as
the angel of the Lord had commanded him; he took his wife, but knew her not until she had borne
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ALTAR CANDLES JS¢ll Juaué
o Offered by Naifeh Batarse & family for the continued good health and well-being of
Esther Clemence Azar on the special occasion of her birthday on December 12"". God bless
and Many Years! Also in loving memory of Ester Clemence Shami on the special occasion
of her heavenly birthday on December 16th. Always remembered, never forgotten. We love
you Ester Clemence Shami, aka Yima. May her memory be eternal!

e Offered by Nadim, Basma, Janan, lvette, Jennifer, Brandon, & Matthew Howell, Jane

& Oscar Moran for the continued good health of Jim Howell on the special occasion of his
birthday on December 17th. God bless and many years!

e Offered by Sergio and Hilda Herrera in Loving memory of Leticia Herrera. May her

memory be eternal!

Holy Bread of Oblation is Offered by:

1 David Hanhan and his family, in loving memory of his mother Afdokia Hanhan and his son
Joseph David Hanhan. May Their Memory Be Eternal!

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND EVENTS:
NATIVITY FAST:

November 15th - December 24t
We would like to wish you a happy Advent season!
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ST. NICHOLAS CHURCH ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY IS SOLD OUT!
SPECIAL ANTIOCHIAN ARCHDIOCESE CONVENTION: January 12t-13%, 2023.
YOUNG ADULTS MINISTRY ANNUAL WINTER RETREAT AT BIG BEAR: January
13™-16t™, 2023. Please join us for our annual winter retreat! Link to register is on
@dlawyoungadults Instagram bio. Invite your family and friends, all young adults are welcome!
For questions and for more info, please contact Esther Clemence or Shadi Azar.




Metropolitan Anthony Sourozh
SERMON on the Genealogy of Christ

Every year before Christmas we read the genealogy of Christ from St. Matthew's Gospels, and for
years | asked myself, why? Why have we got to read all these names that mean so little to us, if
anything at all? And then | became more perceptive of what they convey to us. For one thing,
they are the people to whose family the Lord Jesus Christ belongs through His humanity. They all
are relatives of His, and this should be enough for us to find their names deeply moving: Christ is
of their blood, Christ is of their family. Each of them, thinking of the Mother of God can say, 'She
is a child of our family', and of Christ, 'He also is a child of our family, although He is our God,
our Saviour, the very Divine Presence in our midst'. Furthermore, some names stand out: names
of Saints, heroes of the spirit, and names of sinners. The Saints among them could well teach us
what it means to believe; not simply to have an intellectual faith, a world-outlook which
coincides, as far as it is able, with God's vision, but a faith which means a complete trust in God,
an unlimited faithfulness to Him, the readiness, because of what we know of God, to give our
lives for what He stands for, for what He is. In this context think of Abraham whose faith was
tested to the utmost. How difficult we find it to give to God something of ours: but Abraham was
asked to bring as a blood-offering his own son - and he did not doubt God. And Isaac? He
surrendered without resistance, in perfect obedience to his father, and through him - to God.

We can remember the struggle of Jacob with the Angel in the darkness, as we at times struggle
for our faith, for our integrity, for our faithfulness, in the darkness of the night, or the darkness of
doubt, in the darkness that seizes us at times on all sides. But we can also learn something from
those who in history, in the Bible, appear to us as sinners. They were frail, this frailty conquered
them, they had no strength to resist the impulses of their bodies and of their souls, of the complex
passions of men. And yet - and yet, they believed in God passionately. One of them was David,
and one of his Psalms expresses it so well: "From the deep | cry unto Thee .." From the depths of
despair, of shame, from the depths of his fall, from the depths of his alienation from God, from
the darkest depths of his soul he still cried to God. He does not hide from Him, he does not go
away from Him, it is to Him he comes with this desperate cry of a desperate man. And others,
men and women have this same concreteness as, for instance, Rahab the harlot - and so many
more. Do we, when we are at the darkest point of life, when we are wrapped in all the darkness
that is within us - do we, from within this darkness turn to God and say: It is to You, oh Lord, |
cry! Yes - | am in darkness, but You are my God. You are the God who created the light, and the
darkness, and You are within the darkness as You are within the blinding light; You are in death
as You are in life; You are in hell, as You are on the Throne; and from wherever | am | can cry to
You. And then, there is a last thing | would like you to think about.

To us these people are names; of some of them we know a little from the Bible, about others we
know nothing. But they all were concrete human beings, men and women like us, with all our
frailty and all our hope, all the wavering of the will and all the hesitations, all the incipient love
that is so often marred, and yet remains light and fire. They are concrete and real, and we can read
their names with the feeling, that, Yes - | don't know you, but you are one of those who are of the
family of Christ, concrete, real, who through all the vicissitudes of life, inner and outer, belong to
God. And we ourselves can try and learn, in the concreteness of our lives, whether we are frail or
strong at a given moment still to be God's own. So let us reflect on this genealogy, let us next
time we come to hear it receive it with a spark in our eyes, with a warm feeling in our hearts;
but this will be possible only to the extent to which Christ becomes more and more real to us




and when it is in Him, through Him that we discover them all - real, living, our own and God's
own.
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Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church
Deguel el

The Saint Nicholas Orthodox
Church Banquet Hall is the perfect
venue for your next wedding
reception, baptism, graduation,
birthday, or conference. We offer
a range of professional banquet
and catering services with a vast
and eclectic menu, showcasing a
variety of catering options and
premium beverages. Our friendly
and professionally trained staff will
work with you to identify your
needs within your budget to create
a personal and memorable event.

BANQUET HALL AMENITIES

Over 6000 square feet with a full bar }.}g &

350 capacity with dining ?*:’ ‘?"\? "

25ft x 25ft dance floor P 2o '

Lighting & Sound - A2 .
. : : N e &

On-site catering with staff R Ty e i

Fully equipped industrial kitchen
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware,
silverware available

Set up, take down, and cleaning services
Complimentary parking lot

Wheelchair accessible
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Follow us on [§] [E) @mosaicmarketbayarea
() 9 37th street & El Camino, San Mateo +1650-477-2099
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JOHN SAADEH,

ESQ. MBA o  BUSINESS LAW

[E]] ReAL ESTATE LAW

ESTATE PLANNING

1 Saadehlawfirm.com
john@saadehlawfirm.com

333 Cellert blvd, Ste. 14& m‘\ (I | [
Dalyﬂity, CA 94015 ™ - o
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Commercial and Residential Real Estate
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THE REPRESENTING VICTIMS
ICHAEL  OF SERIOUS PERSONAL INJURY
LAW FIRM & WRONGFUL DEATH

jous injuries or lost a
to,someone else’s

¥ (Fires/Explosions)

dtorcycle Crashes

T/ Lyft/Taxi Accidents
alls (Slip/Trip) & Construction

(415) 447-9833 © ISSA MICHAEL, ESO.
MichaelLawCA.com Trial Attorney Since 1996
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