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St. Nicholas Orthodox Church

Antiochian Archdiocese of North America
Diocese of Los Angeles and the West
5200 Diamond Heights Blvd., San Francisco, CA 94131
Tel: (415) 648-5200
Email: info@stnicholas-sf.com--website:stnicholas-sf.com
His Beatitude Patriarch JOHN X, Patriarch
of Antioch and All of East
Pastor, V. Rev. Fr. George Baalbaki
(586) 214-4428 revbaalbaki@yahoo.com
Sub-Dn. llyan Baalbaki
Sub-Dn. Tarig Rantisi
Parish Council Chairman: Azar Azar
Parish Council Vice Chairman: Salim Oaru
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“MEMORIAL SERVICES:

@ Memorial Service for the Servant of God, Audie John Dudum will be held on Sunday,

January 8™, offered by the Dudum families. May His Memory be Eternal!

T Fourth Year Memorial Service for the Servant of God, Abdallah Hanna Shami will be held on
Sunday, January 8", offered by his family. May His Memory be Eternal!

& Forty Day Memorial Service for the Handmaiden of God, Farida Dallal Srouji will be held on
Sunday, January 8, offered by her family. May Her Memory be Eternal!

% One Year Memorial Service for the Handmaiden of God, Leila Ghandour Khoury will be held

on Sunday, January 15%, offered by her family. May Her Memory be Eternal!

THE EPISTLE: Colossians (2:8-12)

Brethren, see to it that no one makes a prey of you by philosophy and empty deceit, according to

human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the universe, and not according to Christ. For

in Him the whole fullness of the Godhead dwells bodily, and you have come to fullness of life in

Him, Who is the head of all rule and authority. In Him also you were circumcised with a

circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of flesh in the circumcision of Christ;

and you were buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also raised with Him through faith in
the working of God, Who raised Him from the dead.
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THE GOSPEL.: Luke (2:20-21, 40-52)

And it came to pass that the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard
and seen, as it had been told them. And at the end of eight days, when He was circumcised, He was
called Jesus, the name given by the angel before He was conceived in the womb. And the child
grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon Him. Now His
parents went to Jerusalem every year at the feast of the Passover. And when He was twelve years
old, they went up according to custom; and when the feast was ended, as they were returning, the
boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents did not know it, but supposing Him to be in the
company they went a day’s journey, and they sought Him among their kinsfolk and acquaintances;
and when they did not find Him, they returned to Jerusalem, seeking Him. After three days they
found Him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions;
and all who heard Him were amazed at His understanding and His answers. And when they saw
Him they were astonished; and His mother said to Him, “Son, why hast Thou treated us so?
Behold, Thy father and I have been looking for Thee anxiously.” And Jesus said to them, “How is
it that you sought Me? Did you not know that [ must be in My Father’s house?” And they did not
understand the saying which He spoke to them. And He went down with them and came to
Nazareth, and was obedient to them; and His mother kept all these things in her heart. And Jesus
increased in wisdom and in stature, and in favor with God and man.
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ALTAR CANDLES JSsgdi Juaud

Offered by the Faddoul, Batshon and Petraki families in Loving memory of
Joseph Faddoul. May his memory be eternal!

Holy Bread of Oblation is Offered by:
1 David Hanhan and his family, in loving memory of his mother Afdokia Hanhan and his son
Joseph David Hanhan. May Their Memory Be Eternal!

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND EVENTS:
SPECIAL ANTIOCHIAN ARCHDIOCESE CONVENTION: January 12t-13%, 2023,
YOUNG ADULTS MINISTRY ANNUAL WINTER RETREAT AT BIG BEAR: January
13™"-16t™, 2023. Please join us for our annual winter retreat! Link to register is on
@dlawyoungadults Instagram bio. Invite your family and friends, all young adults are welcome!
For questions and for more info, please contact Esther Clemence or Shadi Azar.
GENERAL PARISH MEETING & INSTALLATION OF THE COUNCIL MEMBERS:
January 22, 2023.




Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh
AFTER CHRISTMAS

In imagination we think ourselves 2000 years back. What wonder should fill us: a week, and the
world has become different. The world that had been for thousands of years like the lost sheep was
now the sheep found, taken upon His shoulders by the Son of God become the son of man. The
unbridgeable gap that sin had created between God and man was now at least incipiently bridged;
God had entered into history, God Himself had become man. God had taken flesh and all things
visible, what we perceive in our blindness as dead, inert matter, could in His body recognise itself
in glory. Something absolutely new had occurred; the world was no longer the same.

Moreover, there is another aspect to the Incarnation. God had become man, but God in Christ
had spoken words of truth, that was decisive, that gradually like yeast dropped into dough was to
change the world; God had revealed to us the greatness of man. Christ becoming man was
evidence, is and will remain forever evidence, that man is so vast, so deep, so mysteriously deep,
that he can not only contain the divine presence as a temple, but unite himself with God, become
partaker of the divine nature as St. Peter puts it in his Epistle. And again that man is great, and that
however far we fall away from our vocation, however unworthy we may become of it, God will
never re-establish with us a relationship which is less than that of His fatherhood and our condition
of sons and daughters of the Most High. The prodigal son was asking his father to receive him as a
hireling now that he was unworthy of being called a son; but the father did not accept it. When the
son made his confession, the father stopped him before he could even pronounce those words,
because God does not accept our debasement, we are no slaves and no hirelings. Has not Christ
said to His disciples, "I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know the will of his
master, and lo, | have told you everything."

Again, the proclamation in Christ and by Him that what matters supremely is every person, that
He lives and dies for every one of us, that it is not collective units that matter, but each of us. Each
of us, tells us the Book of Revelation, possesses for God a name, a name which will be revealed to
us at the end of time, but a name which no one can know but God and he who receives it, because
this name is our relationship to God, unique, unrepeatable. Each of us is unique for Him. What a
wonder! The ancient world knew of nations and races, it knew of slaves and owners, it knew of
categories of people, exactly in the same way in which the modern world that is gradually
becoming not only secular but pagan, distinguishes categories and types and groups; God knows
only living men and women.

And then a new justice was introduced, or rather proclaimed by Him, not the distributive and
retributive justice of the law, another justice. When Christ says to us, "let your justice be beyond
that of the scribes and pharisees,” He speaks of the way in which God treats each of us. He accepts
each of us as we are. He accepts good and evil, He rejoices in the good, and He dies because of
and for the sake of what is evil. And that is what God calls us to remember, and how He calls us to
be and to behave - not only within our Christian circle but in the whole world, to look at every
person with that kind of justice; not judging and condemning, but seeing in each person the beauty
which God has impressed upon it and which we call "the image of God in man". VVenerate this
beauty, work for this beauty to shine in all glory, dispelling what is evil and dark and making it
possible, by the recognition of beauty in each other, for this beauty to become reality and to
conquer.

He has taught us also about love which the ancient world did not know, and the modern world,
like the old one, is so afraid of: A love that accepted to be vulnerable, helpless, giving, sacrificial;




a love that gives without counting, a love that gives not only what it possesses, but itself. That is
what the Gospel, that is what the Incarnation brought into the world, and this has remained in the
world. Christ said that "the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness cannot comprehend it,"
but it cannot put it out either. And this light shines and shall shine, but it will conquer only if we
undertake to be its heralds and the doers of these commandments of justice and of love, if we
accept God's vision of the world and bring to it our faith, that is, our certainty and our hope, which
Is the only power that can help others to start anew; but to start anew they must see newness in us.
The world has become incipiently new by the union of God with man, when the Word became
flesh; it is for us to be a revelation of this newness, the resplendence and shining of God in the
darkness or the dusk of this world.

May God grant us courage and love and greatness of heart to be His messengers and His
witnesses, and may the blessing of the Lord be upon you by His grace and love towards mankind
always, now and forever and world without end.
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Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church
Deguel el

The Saint Nicholas Orthodox
Church Banquet Hall is the perfect
venue for your next wedding
reception, baptism, graduation,
birthday, or conference. We offer
a range of professional banquet
and catering services with a vast
and eclectic menu, showcasing a
variety of catering options and
premium beverages. Our friendly
and professionally trained staff will
work with you to identify your
needs within your budget to create
a personal and memorable event.

BANQUET HALL AMENITIES

Over 6000 square feet with a full bar }.}g &

350 capacity with dining ?*:’ ‘?"\? "

25ft x 25ft dance floor P 2o '

Lighting & Sound - A2 .
. : : N e &

On-site catering with staff R Ty e i

Fully equipped industrial kitchen
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware,
silverware available

Set up, take down, and cleaning services
Complimentary parking lot

Wheelchair accessible
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Follow us on [§] [E) @mosaicmarketbayarea
() 9 37th street & El Camino, San Mateo +1650-477-2099




,§§ SAADEH LAW

JOHN SAADEH,

ESQ. MBA o  BUSINESS LAW

[E]] ReAL ESTATE LAW

ESTATE PLANNING

1 Saadehlawfirm.com
john@saadehlawfirm.com

333 Cellert blvd, Ste. 14& m‘\ (I | [
Dalyﬂity, CA 94015 ™ - o
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Commercial and Residential Real Estate
BRE # 00550532
Gell: (65017409263

- Ve | = m—
i~ B 1




THE REPRESENTING VICTIMS
ICHAEL  OF SERIOUS PERSONAL INJURY
LAW FIRM & WRONGFUL DEATH

jous injuries or lost a
to,someone else’s

¥ (Fires/Explosions)

dtorcycle Crashes

T/ Lyft/Taxi Accidents
alls (Slip/Trip) & Construction

(415) 447-9833 © ISSA MICHAEL, ESO.
MichaelLawCA.com Trial Attorney Since 1996
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