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St. Nicholas Orthodox Church

Antiochian Archdiocese of North America
Diocese of Los Angeles and the West
5200 Diamond Heights Blvd., San Francisco, CA 94131
Tel: (415) 648-5200
Email: info@stnicholas-sf.com--website:stnicholas-sf.com
His Beatitude Patriarch JOHN X, Patriarch

of Antioch and All of East

Pastor, V. Rev. Fr. George Baalbaki
(586) 214-4428 revbaalbaki@yahoo.com

Sub-Dn. llyan Baalbaki
Sub-Dn. Tarig Rantisi
Parish Council Chairman: Salim Qaru
Parish Council Vice Chairman: Azar Azar

Sunday, January 15, 2023

House Blessings
As the tradition of our Orthodox Church, V. Rev. Fr. George Baalbaki will start his visitation
for house blessings on Monday, January 9. You will receive a phone call from the Church
Office for scheduling. If you would like to schedule, please call the church office or
Fr. George’s cellphone: 586 214-4428

MEMORIAL SERVICES:
T One Year Memorial Service for the Handmaiden of God, Leila Ghandour Khoury will be held
this Sunday, January 15, offered by her family. May Her Memory be Eternal!
v Forty Days Memorial Service for the Servant of God, Mansour Kawkab will be held on
Sunday, January 29", offered by his family. May His Memory be Eternal!

THE EPISTLE: Colossians (3:4-11)

Brethren, when Christ, Who is our life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. Put
to death therefore what is earthly in you: fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, and
covetousness, which is idolatry. On account of these, the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of
disobedience. In these you once walked, when you lived in them. But now put them all away:
anger, wrath, malice, slander, and foul talk from your mouth. Do not lie to one another, seeing that
you have put off the old nature with its practices and have put on the new nature, which is being
renewed in knowledge after the image of its Creator. Here there cannot be Greek and Jew,
circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free man, but Christ is all, and in all.
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THE GOSPEL: Luke (17:12-19)

At that time, as Jesus entered a village, He was met by ten lepers, who stood at a distance and
lifted up their voices and said, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.” When He saw them He said to
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them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went they were cleansed. Then one of
them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice; and he fell on
his face at Jesus’ feet, giving Him thanks. Now he was a Samaritan. Then Jesus said, “Were not
ten cleansed? Where are the nine? Was no one found to return and give praise to God except this
foreigner?” And He said to him, “Rise and go your way; your faith has made you well.”

B gl s Juady)

M‘twb u.:huag_l\/}.\.a\\}aﬁ‘)}émbm\}sﬁ}}ua‘)ddh‘)bwm‘é{)ﬁé\d;bt}uu.\ﬂcuu‘)l\dldcss
&J‘d)—!ﬂﬁ@\d‘)“‘e@aﬁ\h‘ju‘j \jx_lau)s&m?mmj e&...m\d\_\@ﬁ\\jjj\w\\,@d\aembuh REVESg)
udu\”@_lamfu\wmcdu}twuua‘ufuuxsjm)summmqph;;P} P8 sy 1 232

dml;d&d.}bu\cum‘}eﬂcdd\ﬁj Gm‘y\mym\m@}whyg\vw\

ALTAR CANDLES JS¢l) Jaaué

e Offered by Afaf Dudum in Loving memory of Thomas Dudum on the special occasion of
his heavenly birthday on January 14", May his memory be eternal!

o Offered by Khader and Lisa Atwan in Loving memory of Basima Jaghab Atwan on the
special occasion of her heavenly birthday on January 13". May her memory be eternal!

e Offered by Ibtisam, Shukri, Betty and Shereen Hanhan for the continued good health and
well-being of Basil Hanhan on the special occasion of his birthday. God Bless and Many
Years!

e Offered by St. Nicholas Church for the good health of all those named Anthony, Antoun,
Antoinette, after Saint Anthony, especially: Tony Batshon, Tony Karam, Anthony
Batarse, Anthony R. Batarse, Antoinette Mufarreh, Andoni Tannous, Antoinett Tamey
Dudum, and Antoun Halteh. God bless and many years! Also in loving memory of
Anthony Abdallah Shami. May his memory be eternal!

Holy Bread of Oblation is Offered by:
1 David Hanhan and his family, in loving memory of his mother
Afdokia Hanhan and his son Joseph David Hanhan.
May Their Memories Be Eternal!

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND EVENTS:

SPECIAL ANTIOCHIAN ARCHDIOCESE CONVENTION: January 12-13%, 2023.

ST NICHOLAS CHURCH LADIES MEETING: This Sunday, January 15", following
Service, we will have a ladies meeting in the hall. Join us, all ladies are welcome!
GENERAL PARISH MEETING & INSTALLATION OF THE COUNCIL MEMBERS:
January 22, 2023.

ST. NICHOLAS CHURCH VALENTINE’S DAY PARTY: Saturday, February 11, 2023.
Save the date! More details to follow.




Metropolitan Anthony Sourozh
SERMON ON GRATITUDE

Ten lepers came to the Lord; ten men who were ritually unclean and therefore, ritually rejected
by their community, unable to attend the common worship of the Temple, unable to come near
the habitations of men; and unclean also in the eyes of men because their sickness could be
transmitted to others: others could become impure, others could be sick unto death.

They came to Christ and stood afar off because they knew that they had no right to come near,
to touch Him as had done the woman who had an issue of blood and who had been healed. From
afar off they cried for mercy, and the Lord healed them; He sent them to the priests in order to be
ritually cleansed. Ten of them went, and nine never came back. One of them, discovering on his
way that he was healed, let go of every other concern but his gratitude to Him that had restored
him to wholeness. He came back and thanked the Lord, and the Gospel tells us that this man was
a Samaritan, a man who was outside of the Hebrew community, a man who had no rights within
the people of Israel, a man who was not only a stranger, but a reject.

Why is it - and Christ Himself asks the question - why is it that nine of them never thought of
returning? Because they felt that now that they were clean they were restored to the wholeness of
the people of Israel; they needed nothing more, they had everything. The Samaritan knew that he
had been cleansed, healed, made whole without having any right to this love of God and this act
of Christ.

Isn't it true that gratitude springs up in our hearts more powerfully, more gloriously when what
we receive is undeserved, when it is a miracle of divine and human love? When we think that we
deserve something and receive it, we receive it as our due; so did the nine Jews. But the
Samaritan knew he had no right to the mercy of God, no right to this miracle of healing, and his
heart was filled with gratitude.

Does this not apply to us? Indeed, it does! Indeed it does so sadly, because all of us do feel that
we have a right: a right to human concern, to human love, a right to everything which the earth
and human relationships can give, ultimately, a right for God's care and love for us. And
therefore, when we receive a gift we are superficially grateful, we say a perfunctory 'thank you’;
but it does not transform our relationship, either to God or to those who have been merciful to us.
We receive it as our due, and we are grateful to those who were instrumental in conveying to us
what 'naturally' we had a right to have.

The first Beatitude speaks to us in that respect very clearly: Blessed are the poor in spirit, for
theirs is the Kingdom of God......\Who are the poor in spirit? It is not those who are simply poor;
poverty does not call out the great virtues simply by itself; the poor in spirit are those who in their
heart and mind, in their whole self, know that they possess nothing which is not a gift, and
deserve nothing of what gratuitously is given to us. Let us reflect one moment on this.

We did not come into being of our own volition; God brought us into being, and not by
command, by an act of power. He brought us into being by an act of love, He loved us into
existence. By doing this, He says to us: | love you! Without you, the world which I have created
would be incomplete in my eyes; but also, | have faith in you that you will not betray my trust. |
put my hope in all the good there is in you; My love will never falter, My faith and hope in you
will remain unshaken - respond to them! The wonder is that however little we believe in God,
God believes in us. Is not this a marvel, a wonder? And we exist only because of this faith of God
in us, because of this hope and love He has vested in us.




And if we think further we have not only existence - we are alive, alive with the breath of God
that makes us akin to Him, capable of knowing Him! And again, He has revealed Himself to us
in so many ways, but ultimately in the Incarnation: God Himself has become man for us to see
how much we are loved, and how great we are in His eyes, and indeed how great we are
potentially in our humanity; we can all become by communion to Christ the sons and daughters
of the Living God, partakers of the Divine nature. And to achieve this Christ has given us His
life, His teaching, His death, the forgiveness He gave to those who crucified Him: Forgive them,
Father, they don't know what they are doing! This applies to us also, all the time, day in, day out,
of His Resurrection, and the manifestation of our human glory by His sitting at the right hand of
God, Saint John Chrysostom says, If you want to know how great man is, look up to the throne
of God - you will see Man enthroned at the right hand of glory!

Is not that enough for us to be grateful, to be grateful before any other particular gift is
bestowed: the love of our closest, and of other people that care, the security of life, food, air,
health! But we all take this for granted; we are not poor in spirit - we take it as our due; why
should we be grateful that we are given what is our right? Why shouldn't God give us all that is
His obligation to give. This is our attitude, we don't formulate it so crudely, but we live by it!

The Samaritan did not; he had no right to share anything that was the right of Israel - and he
was given it! And his gratitude was aflame, aglow! Can we not learn something from him? And
also, can we not realise how wonderful it would be if out of gratitude we lived in such a way as
to give God joy, the joy of knowing that He has not created us in vain, that He does not believe
In us in vain, that He has not put His trust in us in vain, that His love has been received, is now
incarnate, not only in emotion, but in action! Saint Paul says, It is a greater joy to give than to
receive; is that our attitude? If we are truly grateful for the gifts which are ours - how generously,
how joyfully we would give to everyone around us in an act of love which would be our sharing
in the love of God... And if we realised that all we have, in body, in soul, in circumstances of
life, even in the tragedies of life, comes because God has sent us into the world as His
messengers to bring divine presence at a cost, if necessary, of our lives - how grateful we would
be, and how we would live in order that God should look at us, each of us, and say, Here is a
disciple of Mine who has understood, and who lives accordingly!

Let us reflect on this; let us learn to live out of gratitude, out of the joy of being loved, out of
our communion with God, but knowing that it is an act of gratuitous generosity, that we have no
rights - and yet we possess all things. Saint Paul said that: | have nothing, and | possess all
things. Each of us could be such a rich person in our utter poverty, rich with all the love and
power and richness of God.

Let us reflect, and let us give God, in an act of gratitude not only spoken, not only dimly felt, but
lived in every action of our life: let us give Him joy, and the certainty that He has not created us
in vain, not lived and died for us in vain, that we are truly disciples who have understood and
who want to live His Gospel.
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Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church
Deguel el

The Saint Nicholas Orthodox
Church Banquet Hall is the perfect
venue for your next wedding
reception, baptism, graduation,
birthday, or conference. We offer
a range of professional banquet
and catering services with a vast
and eclectic menu, showcasing a
variety of catering options and
premium beverages. Our friendly
and professionally trained staff will
work with you to identify your
needs within your budget to create
a personal and memorable event.

BANQUET HALL AMENITIES

Over 6000 square feet with a full bar }.}g &

350 capacity with dining ?*:’ ‘?"\? "

25ft x 25ft dance floor P 2o '

Lighting & Sound - A2 .
. : : N e &

On-site catering with staff R Ty e i

Fully equipped industrial kitchen
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware,
silverware available

Set up, take down, and cleaning services
Complimentary parking lot

Wheelchair accessible
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Follow us on [§] [E) @mosaicmarketbayarea
() 9 37th street & El Camino, San Mateo +1650-477-2099
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JOHN SAADEH,

ESQ. MBA o  BUSINESS LAW

[E]] ReAL ESTATE LAW

ESTATE PLANNING

1 Saadehlawfirm.com
john@saadehlawfirm.com

333 Cellert blvd, Ste. 14& m‘\ (I | [
Dalyﬂity, CA 94015 ™ - o
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Commercial and Residential Real Estate
BRE # 00550532
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THE REPRESENTING VICTIMS
ICHAEL  OF SERIOUS PERSONAL INJURY
LAW FIRM & WRONGFUL DEATH

jous injuries or lost a
to,someone else’s

¥ (Fires/Explosions)

dtorcycle Crashes

T/ Lyft/Taxi Accidents
alls (Slip/Trip) & Construction

(415) 447-9833 © ISSA MICHAEL, ESO.
MichaelLawCA.com Trial Attorney Since 1996
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