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Sunday, October 15, 2023
Sunday of Holy Fathers of Seventh Ecumenical Council

SYMPATHY AND CONDOLENCES
We would like to offer our deepest sympathy and condolences to the

Entire Shammout Family especially Fadel and Natalya Shammout on the passing of his father,
+ Samaan Shammout.

May His Memory be Eternal!

ﬁfs MEMORIAL SERVICES ﬁl%
1 9 Days Memorial Service for the servant of God, + Samaan Shammout will be held this

Sunday, offered by his family. May his Memory be Eternal!

THE EPISTLE: Titus. (3:8-15)
Titus, my son, faithful is the saying, and concerning these things I desire you to affirm

confidently, that those who have believed in God may be thoughtful of how to preside in
honorable occupations. These things are good and profitable to men. But avoid foolish
disputes, and genealogies, and contentions, and controversies about the Law; for they are
unprofitable and vain. A man who is a heretic after the first and second admonition reject,
knowing that such a one is subverted, and sins, being self-condemned. When | send Artemas to
you, or Tychicés, give diligence to come to me to Nicopolis; for | have determined to winter
there. Set forward Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their journey diligently, that they may be
lacking in nothing. And let our people also learn how to preside in honorable occupations, so as
to help in cases of urgent need, that they should not be unfruitful. All who are with me salute
you. Salute those who love us in the faith. Grace be with you all. Amen.
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THE GOSPEL.: Luke. (8:5-15)

The Lord spoke this parable: “A sower went out to sow his seed; and as he sowed, some fell
along the path, and was trodden under foot, and the birds of the air devoured it. And some fell
on the rock; and as it grew up, it withered away, because it had no moisture. And some fell
among thorns; and the thorns grew with it and choked it. And some fell into good soil and
grew, and yielded a hundredfold.” And when His Disciples asked Him what this parable
meant, Jesus said, “To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of God; but for
others they are in parables, so that seeing they may not see, and hearing they may not
understand. Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. The ones along the path are
those who have heard; then the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts that they
may not believe and be saved. And the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear the
word, receive it with joy; but these have no root, they believe for a while and in time of
temptation fall away. And as for what fell among the thorns, they are those who hear, but as
they go on their way, they are choked by the cares and riches and pleasures of life, and their
fruit does not mature. And as for that in the good soil, they are those who, hearing the word,
hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and bring forth fruit with patience.” As Jesus said this,
He called out, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”
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Holy Bread of Oblation

7 Offered by David Hanhan and his family, in loving memory of his mother Afdokia Hanhan
and his son Joseph David Hanhan. May Their Memories Be Eternal!

Thank Yow!

Thank you all for making our festival a huge success!

We would like to thank all of you, who worked hard to plan, prepare, and helped in this year’s
festival. Thank you to those who were very generous in donating financially or with items
needed towards this event. Also, we wish to extend many thanks to our family and friends who
supported us by attending this annual event. May God bless you all!

A special thanks to the festival committee for the hard work, great job and for the time they
invested towards our annual festival. God bless you and your families!




ANNOUNCEMENTS AND EVENTS:
ALL SAINTS CHURCH: There is a property that could possibly become a permanent home
for All Saints Church parishioners. If you are able to donate towards this goal, please help by
sending your donations to All Saints Church: 10 Enterprise Dr, Suite D. Rohnert Park, CA
94928.

ST. NICHOLAS ANNUAL FAMILY NIGHT: SAVE THE DATE! Friday, November
18™, sponsored by the Rantisi Families. More info to come.

Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh
The Parable of the Sower

How familiar, and how simple seems to us, appears to us today's parable of the seed and of
the sower; and yet, how relevant it is to us, and how much more thought we should give to it.
We forget the setting itself of the parable, the imagery of the sower and the seed, and we dont
see in it an image of Christ, walking along the roads and the paths of Galilee and Judea; and
everywhere He went, people came to the roadside because they have heard, as the Blind Man
have heard of whom Saint Marc reports, that He was a Teacher, that His words were true, that
they had in them a power of life.

And people came, and lined the roads, and lined the streets, and listened. Some were
prepared for the message; some have been in an agony of mind, have been asking themselves
questions which hitherto no one have been able to answer. But others came, as so many people
come now to a preacher, to an evangelist, to a leader of any side, came to see a man of whom
one spoke, and to listen to what he had to say. He was not answering any of their questions, He
was not meeting any of their needs, except perhaps the desire to see someone that was
outstanding, someone unique in his time. They heard the word, but it fell at their ears, they find
it beautiful, lovely, true - but it did not go beyond this. They were listening to words, they were
not listening to the cry of their own soul that was hungry for words of truth.

And so, when He had passed, they all returned to what was their ordinary, their normal life.
They might have gone home and repeated these words, saying, Wasn't it lovely? Didnt He
speak well? - and then they went back to what was life, ordinary life, day-to-day life...

Others, who had come to the roadside, received the message with emotion, it stirred
something in their hearts, something in their minds, it answered something in them. And they
received it and hugged it to themselves, and returned home; but the moment they were no
longer by the road, at home, the concerns of home overwhelmed them: there was so much to
do, so much to think about, there was so much in life, there was no time to reflect again and
again on the words heard, there was no time to sit quietly and to look in imagination at the face
they had seen, to rehearse the voice they have heard.

We have another parable about those who have been called to the Bridal Feast of the King:
they heard a call, they knew they were called personally - but could they go? The one had
bought a field, he was rooted in it, tied to it, a prisoner of it; others have bought five pairs of
oxen - they had to try them, they had something to do in life, a vocation, a job, something great
- or something simply that matters supremely in a personal way, as the last one: he had taken a
bride - how could he spend time for anyone else?




Those are the people who receive the word, who receive it truly, in their heart, but there are
so many things that matter - tomorrow will do, or, if we only could reduce the message to
something liveable, simple, not to the absoluteness of it!

And then, those who receive the message, like the rich soil that could receive the message,
receive a seed and bear fruit. Those people were not simply better people, they probably were
not better people; they were people who had a question in their mind and heart, people who had
a longing, people for whom their daily life was too narrow, too small, people who were aware
that their soul was deep, and vast and could not be filled with the trivialities - or even the noble,
the good things of life: they received the message, they took it to heart, deep into them, and
they bore fruit because it was answering a need.

Now, we can apply it to ourselves: how many of us listen to the words of the Gospel, listen
to the words of preaching, read books that are full of interest and depth, and they store it in
their memory, they enjoy it - but that is the end; they can quote it, they can pass it on to others,
- but that is all.

And there are so many of us who have received the message with enthusiasm, with passion,
knowing that this message is an answer to all there is in us of longing, of hunger, of greatness,
indeed; but then, life is so complex, there is so much to do! And in all this doing, in all this
complexity the words is left aside - for another time, for another day, when I will be old enough
not to have any concerns: then | can turn back to this glorious moment when life unfolded itself
in all its splendour - | keep it in my memory!

What about us, receiving the message and bearing fruit?

But how does this message reach us? | remember a Russian priest saying to me, | read the
Gospel daily, and | respond to it very seldom. But I read it daily because I never know whether
today, or tomorrow, or on another day | will be the barren roadside, or the weeds by the way,
or, of a sudden, whether this word will not fall on a small patch in me which is capable of
receiving it and bearing fruit.

Isn't that simple, isn't that encouraging? We all are the three things described in the parable
of the Gospel; but if we give a chance to God Who speaks, to God, Who passes through our
life, to God Who knocks at our heart - from time to time we will receive the message with joy
and let go of it; but from time to time it will reach a depth in our heart, a core of our life and be
the answer that will change it.

Let us therefore listen, listen to the words of the Gospel day in and day out; listen to the
voice of our conscience, listen to what the deepest self says to us about life, about truth, about
reality; and from time to time we will have been the good ground that can bear fruit.

This parable, so simple, so clear, if we only apply it, can be a beginning of a new life.
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Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church
Deguel el

The Saint Nicholas Orthodox
Church Banquet Hall is the perfect
venue for your next wedding
reception, baptism, graduation,
birthday, or conference. We offer
a range of professional banquet
and catering services with a vast
and eclectic menu, showcasing a
variety of catering options and
premium beverages. Our friendly
and professionally trained staff will
work with you to identify your
needs within your budget to create
a personal and memorable event.

BANQUET HALL AMENITIES

Over 6000 square feet with a full bar }""é- e

350 capacity with dining LB Pyt

25ft x 25ft dance floor ShEas ; '

Lighting & Sound . AR .
. N . N el &

On-site catering with staff T e e i

Fully equipped industrial kitchen
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware,
silverware available

Set up, take down, and cleaning services
Complimentary parking lot

Wheelchair accessible




RECENT TRANSACTIONS

1B4 Centre St, Mountain Yiew 280 San Felipe Ave, San Bruno 868 Shotwell St, San Francisco 2BA4 21st 5t, San Francisco
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302 28th Ave, San Frandsco 2697 Mission St, San Francisco
- -

160 Athol Ave, Dakland 3134 24th St, San Franciscoe 2884 Mission St, San Francsco 3801 Mission St, San Francisco

Considering Buying or Selling a Multifamily Property? Hanna J Azar

Broker Associate
415.875.0177

hannajohn.azar@compass.com
Bayareamultifamilybroker.com
CA DRE 802005698

Over 100+ million in real estate transaction experience.

Specializing in multifamily, mixed-use and commercial
properties in the San Francisco Bay Area.

Contact me for commercial real estate inquiries ora
complimentary, no-obligation, opinion of value of your One

property
COMPASS | COMMERCIAL

Compass ks 3 real estate brokeer lioersed by the State of Colfornia cperating under misdtiple entities. Ucenss Numbers 01591628, 1327235, 1527365, 1356742, 1423761, 1597075, 1935355, 1963027,
1842567, 1865607, 156677), 1527205, 1075008, 1272467, Al materty & inmended for informational purposes onty and (s compied from sourtes deemed rebabile Bont Is subject %o emors, omissions,
ChaNgEs N Price, conamon, syle, o withdrawal without nctice, No statement Is made 35 to the accumacy of any descripmon or measremeants |Incuding square footagel. This Is not intended to sobck
property slready Inted . No Ainanchy or legal advice prowided. Egual Howsieg Opportunity
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Follow us on [§] [E) @mosaicmarketbayarea
() 9 37th street & El Camino, San Mateo +1650-477-2099




,§§ SAADEH LAW

JOHN SAADEH,

ESQ. MBA o  BUSINESS LAW

[E]] ReAL ESTATE LAW

ESTATE PLANNING

1 Saadehlawfirm.com
john@saadehlawfirm.com

333 Cellert blvd, Ste. 14& m‘\ (I | [
Dalyﬂity, CA 94015 ™ - o
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Commercial and Residential Real Estate
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THE REPRESENTING VICTIMS
ICHAEL  OF SERIOUS PERSONAL INJURY
LAW FIRM & WRONGFUL DEATH

jous injuries or lost a
to,someone else’s

¥ (Fires/Explosions)

dtorcycle Crashes

T/ Lyft/Taxi Accidents
alls (Slip/Trip) & Construction

(415) 447-9833 © ISSA MICHAEL, ESO.
MichaelLawCA.com Trial Attorney Since 1996
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