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St. Nicholas Orthodox Church

Antiochian Archdiocese of North America
Diocese of Los Angeles and the West
5200 Diamond Heights Blvd., San Francisco, CA 94131
Tel: (415) 648-5200
Email: info@stnicholas-sf.com--website:stnicholas-sf.com
His Beatitude Patriarch JOHN X, Patriarch
of Antioch and All of East
Pastor, V. Rev. Fr. George Baalbaki
(586) 214-4428 revbaalbaki@yahoo.com
Sub-Dn. llyan Baalbaki
Sub-Dn. Tarig Rantisi
Parish Council Chairman: Salim Qaru
Parish Council Vice Chairman: Azar Azar
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Sunday, November 12, 2023

ﬁ-‘fﬁ MEMORIAL SERVICE ﬁ%
7 Annual Memorial Service for the handmaiden of God, + Wedad Jadelrab, will be held this
Sunday, November 12th, offered by her family.

May her Memory be Eternal!

7 One year Memorial Service for the servant of God, Issa Shnoudi, will be held next Sunday,
November 19th, offered by his family.

May his Memory be Eternal!

1 40 days Memorial Service for the handmaiden of God, + Tsidala Mariam, will be held next
Sunday, November 12th, offered by Elias Degu and Senait Abraha family.
May her Memory be Eternal!

NATIVITY FAST: November 15" - December 24"
We would like to wish you a happy Advent season!
Nativity Fast (Advent) is the period preceding the

Christmas season in which we abstain from meat and dairy

products. Eating fish is allowed except Wednesdays and
Fridays, and we can eat all the regular meals like 2
breakfasts, lunches, and dinners. The purpose of this fast is|#)
seeking the spirituality and the preparation for the feast of &
the advent of our Lord on December 25™.

THE EPISTLE: 2 Corinthians. (9:6-11)

Brethren, he who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also
reap bountifully. Each one must do as he has made up his mind, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to provide you with every blessing in
abundance, so that you may always have enough of everything and may provide in abundance for
every good work. As it is written, “He scatters abroad, he gives to the poor; his righteousness
endures forever.” He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply
your resources and increase the harvest of your righteousness. You will be enriched in every way
for great generosity, which through us will produce thanksgiving to God.
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THE EPISTLE: Luke. (10:25-37)

At that time, a lawyer stood up to put Jesus to the test, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to inherit
eternal life?” Jesus said to him, “What is written in the Law? How do you read?” And the lawyer
answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with
all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” And

Jesus said to him, “You have answered right; do this, and you will live.” But the lawyer, desiring
to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” Jesus replied, “A man was going
down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among robbers, who stripped him and beat him, and
departed, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a priest was going down that

road; and when he saw him he passed by on the other side. So likewise a Levite, when he came to
the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to
where he was; and when he saw him, he had compassion, and went to him and bound up his
wounds, pouring on oil and wine; then he set him on his own beast and brought him to an inn, and
took care of him. And the next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper,
saying, ‘Take care of him; and whatever more you spend, I will repay you when I come back.’
Which of these three, do you think, proved neighbor to the man who fell among the robbers?” The
lawyer said, “The one who showed mercy on him.” And Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”
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Holy Bread of Oblation
1 Offered by David Hanhan and his family, in loving memory of his mother
Afdokia Hanhan and his son Joseph David Hanhan.
May Their Memories Be Eternal!

ALTAR CANDLES  JS¢dl Joalid
i Offered by Nadia, Yousef, Tarig, and Rami Rantisi for the good health of Michael Rantisi
on the occasion of His Name’s Day. God Bless and Many Years!!
1 Offered by the Jadelrab family in loving memory of Wedad, Hana and George Jadelrab,
Margaret Bader, Martha, Adebee and Farah Bou Khalil and for all the deceased. May
their Memory be Eternal!




i Offered by St. Nicholas Parish Family for the good health of all those who are named:
Michael, Michelle, Gabriel, Gabi, Gabriela, Raphael, etc. after Archangels Michael, Gabriel,
and Raphael, on the occasion of their Names’ Day! Altar Candles will be offered for the good
health of: Michel Yousef Rantisi, Michael Habeeb, Michel Karim Rantisi, Micheal Dabit,
Michael Ofiesh, Michael Malak, Michael Saddekni, Michael Husary, Michael Habib,
Michael Tannous, Mike Saba, Michael Bagleh, Michael Dib, Issa Michael, Michel Deeb,
Michelle Rantisi, Michelle Batarse, Gabriel Rantisi, Jabra Hanhan, Gabriel Azar,
Gabriella Saoud and the entire Michael family. God Bless and Many Years! Also in Loving
Memory of Sub-Deacon Michel Khoury, Michel Batshon and Joseph Elias Michael.
May Their Memories Be Eternal!

COFFEE HOUR THIS SUNDAY
Offered by Frank and Sereen Bouri for the good health and well-being of Samer Frank Bouri,
Jr. Frank Bouri, Sereen Bouri, Samer Hind, Andrew and Jenevieve Bouri and the entire
Bouri Family. God Bless and Many Years!

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND EVENTS:

ST. NICHOLAS ANNUAL FAMILY NIGHT- CHARITY EVENT: Saturday, November
18™, sponsored by the Rantisi Families. Please join us in solidarity with Palestine and come
dressed in your traditional Palestinian clothing! All proceeds will be sent to Greek Orthodox
Church and charities in Gaza. $40 Adult | $20 for 12 and under. Reserve your seats and/or table
with the Church office at (415) 648-5200 or info@stnicholas-sf.com.

Parish Council Election: December 11™. There will be a parish council election meeting for the
sole purpose of electing some members of the Parish Council for the upcoming term.

Anyone interested in serving or nominating someone to serve on the Parish Council must be
fully pledged and spiritually qualified. Please submit your candidate’s name to Fr. George
and/or Salim Qaru as soon as possible. In order to vote in the elections, members must be
spiritually and financially in good standing with the church.

ST. NICHOLAS CHRISTMAS FUNDRAISING EVENT: Saturday, December 23", More
info. to follow.

TREE OF LIEE: If you would like to purchase a Leaf with your name or a loved one’s name
engraved to hang on the Tree, please contact the Church office (415) 648-5200.
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Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh
Sermon on Commandments

Christ gave us, or reminded us, of two basic commandments: that we should love God with all
our heart, all our mind, all our strength, which means with all the power we have to love, and our
neighbour as ourselves. When we hear the word ‘commandments’ we always think of receiving
orders what we should do, short of which we shall bear a punitive responsibility. But the word
which is used has a wider connotation; it means that this is what God bequeathed to us, when
having created us He launched us into freedom, into independence, gave us power to chose and
gave us power to follow our vocation or to turn away from it. And so this is not an order which we
receive from God; it is, as it were, the last words or a Will, in the sense in which a person who dies
leaves a Will behind for his heirs to follow.

How much | wish I could love God with mind and heart, with all the power of love there may be
in me; and yet | know that | don't even desire to love Him with such perfection, with such totality
of giving. How strange, and how sad to be loved as God loves us and to respond so half-heartedly.
He loves us to the point of calling us into existence - at a risk, because He gives His love to us and
He knows that we may reject it. And we all know what it means to open our heart to a person and
to be rejected, "I need you not; you may love me - what does it matter to me! | want to be free, |
want to be myself, | care not for your love".

We can measure God's love for us by His gift of Himself in Christ. He became man, He became
one of us, He calls us His brothers and sisters, He gives His life for us! If someone gives his, her
life for a friend, for a person deeply loved, moreover for a person who is not even aware of this
sacrifice, we would be startled, we would stop to think, we would ask ourselves questions: How is
it that | have nothing, nothing to give in response to what is given - not only offered but given at
such a cost. And yet, | am aware in myself, and | doubt that anyone of you is not aware that he has
not truly even the desire to love God with all his mind, all his heart, all the power of love he has!
And then there is this word, this warning of St. John the Divine in one of his Epistles: One who
says 'l love God' and does not love his neighbour is a liar; because who can love, speak of loving
God Who is invisible, intangible when he cannot even love his neighbour who is concrete, real,
whose need cries to him, or whose love is offered so generously at times, so timidly at other times?

And so, the second commandment of Christ, the second word of life He offers us is this, 'If you
want to learn how to love God, however incipiently, learn to love your neighbour'; but how? We
immediately in our arrogance think of loving our neighbour with great generosity, heroically,
sacrificially; what He says to us is, 'Love your neighbour as you love yourself’. What does it
mean? It means first of all, on the simplest material level, that however much you possess,
however much you can enjoy of life - make sure that at least one person receives from you as
much as you are taking from life. That may lead us so far, so far, because we do not do any such
thing. If we thought of the way in which we take, and take, and claim and claim again, and thought
‘All right! Every claim of mine is a claim of my neighbour; everything I take is to be given in the
same measure to my neighbour’, at least one person! - how generous life would be! And if we learn
to do this, then we might well learn how to love God.

And today's Gospel gives us an indication of it. What prevents me - and each of us - from loving
our neighbour, from loving even the dearest of our neighbours wholeheartedly, generously, is our
concentration on our own selves. There is no other way of learning to love anyone than letting go
of self. And this is what Christ says: Turn away from yourself! 'Renounce yourself” means exactly
this: it means, instead of living for yourself, looking at nothing else, concentrating on nothing else
- turn away, see how vast life is, how deep, how rich! Turn away from yourself and look: look into




human faces, look into human circumstances, into human needs, and indeed, into human joys!
Look and see! Detach yourself from your own self; then you will be able to see others as they are,
to see their need, to see their hunger, their joys, their misery - and you will be able to give. To
give? to begin with, a little, and then the more you see, the more you will be able to give and to
love as you love yourself, to the same measure; each of us wants fullness of life, fulfilment, the
wonder of life - let us give to others.

When we have learned by turning away from ourselves to give to others, we shall discover that
our heart has become capable of turning to God with openness, with love, with gratitude, with joy -
this is the beginning. This commandment of Christ 'Love your neighbour as yourself' is given to
the weakest of us, because each of us, ultimately, loves no-one better than himself. So we have a
simple measure! We know what we have to do! We know how, how much, how completely - let us
then do it. And then, having freed ourselves from enslavement to our own self, our own desire, our
own greed, we will be able suddenly to see how vast our heart is, how much and how many we can
love, and how we can begin to love God truly, with all our mind, with all our heart, with all the
power of love in our frailty, because it is not strength which is the substance of love - it is the
frailty of one who gives himself generously, shyly, joyfully.
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Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church
Denguel el

The Saint Nicholas Orthodox
Church Banquet Hall is the perfect
venue for your next wedding
reception, baptism, graduation,
birthday, or conference. We offer
a range of professional banquet
and catering services with a vast
and eclectic menu, showcasing a
variety of catering options and
premium beverages. Our friendly
and professionally trained staff will
work with you to identify your
needs within your budget to create
a personal and memorable event.

BANQUET HALL AMENITIES

Over 6000 square feet with a full bar '}}g e

350 capacity with dining LR Py,

25ft x 25ft dance floor P >

Lighting & Sound - 2 L
: : : N e

On-site catering with staff A - or, o e S

Fully equipped industrial kitchen
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware,
silverware available

Set up, take down, and cleaning services
Complimentary parking lot

Wheelchair accessible




RECENT TRANSACTIONS

1B4 Centre St, Mountain Yiew 280 San Felipe Ave, San Bruno 868 Shotwell St, San Francisco 2BA4 21st 5t, San Francisco

2 Lnins

302 28th Ave, San Frandsco 2697 Mission St, San Francisco
- -

160 Athol Ave, Dakland 3134 24th St, San Franciscoe 2884 Mission St, San Francsco 3801 Mission St, San Francisco

Considering Buying or Selling a Multifamily Property? Hanna J Azar

Broker Associate
415.875.0177

hannajohn.azar@compass.com
Bayareamultifamilybroker.com
CA DRE 802005698

Over 100+ million in real estate transaction experience.

Specializing in multifamily, mixed-use and commercial
properties in the San Francisco Bay Area.

Contact me for commercial real estate inquiries ora
complimentary, no-obligation, opinion of value of your One

property
COMPASS | COMMERCIAL

Compass ks 3 real estate brokeer lioersed by the State of Colfornia cperating under misdtiple entities. Ucenss Numbers 01591628, 1327235, 1527365, 1356742, 1423761, 1597075, 1935355, 1963027,
1842567, 1865607, 156677), 1527205, 1075008, 1272467, Al materty & inmended for informational purposes onty and (s compied from sourtes deemed rebabile Bont Is subject %o emors, omissions,
ChaNgEs N Price, conamon, syle, o withdrawal without nctice, No statement Is made 35 to the accumacy of any descripmon or measremeants |Incuding square footagel. This Is not intended to sobck
property slready Inted . No Ainanchy or legal advice prowided. Egual Howsieg Opportunity
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Follow us on [§] [E) @mosaicmarketbayarea
() 9 37th street & El Camino, San Mateo +1650-477-2099




,§§ SAADEH LAW

JOHN SAADEH,

ESQ. MBA o  BUSINESS LAW

[E]] ReAL ESTATE LAW

ESTATE PLANNING

1 Saadehlawfirm.com
john@saadehlawfirm.com

333 Cellert blvd, Ste. 14& m‘\ (I | [
Dalyﬂity, CA 94015 ™ - o



R EXSI sy

REAL ESTATI

s JERIES TANNOUS
Commercial and Residential Real Estate
BRE # 00550532
Gell: (65017409263

- Ve | = m—
i~ B 1




THE REPRESENTING VICTIMS
ICHAEL  OF SERIOUS PERSONAL INJURY
LAW FIRM & WRONGFUL DEATH

jous injuries or lost a
to,someone else’s

¥ (Fires/Explosions)

dtorcycle Crashes

T/ Lyft/Taxi Accidents
alls (Slip/Trip) & Construction

(415) 447-9833 © ISSA MICHAEL, ESO.
MichaelLawCA.com Trial Attorney Since 1996




	كنيسة مار نقولا الأنطاكية الأرثوذكسية
	St. Nicholas Orthodox Church  Antiochian Archdiocese of North America

