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St. Nicholas Orthodox Church

Antiochian Archdiocese of North America
Diocese of Los Angeles and the West
5200 Diamond Heights Blvd., San Francisco, CA 94131
Tel: (415) 648-5200
Email: info@stnicholas-sf.com--website:stnicholas-sf.com
His Beatitude Patriarch JOHN X, Patriarch
of Antioch and All of East
Pastor, V. Rev. Fr. George Baalbaki
(586) 214-4428 revbaalbaki@yahoo.com
Sub-Dn. llyan Baalbaki
Sub-Dn. Tarig Rantisi
Parish Council Chairman: Salim Qaru
Parish Council Vice Chairman: Azar Azar
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Sunday, November 19, 2023

ﬁ? MEMORIAL SERVICE ﬁ%
7 One year Memorial Service for the servant of God + Hanna Salim Shnoudi, will be held
this Sunday, November 19th, offered by his family.
May his Memory be Eternal!
 Annual Memorial Service for the handmaiden of God, + Tsidala Mariam will be held this
Sunday, November 12th, offered by Elias Degu and Senait Abraha family.
May her Memory be Eternal!
i One year Memorial Service for the handmaiden of God + Farida Srouji, will be held next
Sunday, November 26th, offered by her family.
May her Memory be Eternal!

NATIVITY FAST: November 15" - December 24

We would like to wish you a happy Advent season!
/4 \

THE EPISTLE: Ephesians (2:14-22)

Brethren, Christ is our peace, Who has made us both one, and has broken down the dividing wall
of hostility, by abolishing in His flesh the law of commandments and ordinances, that He might
create in Himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, and might reconcile us both
to God in one body through the Cross, thereby bringing the hostility to an end. And He came and
preached peace to you, who were far off, and peace to those who were near; for through Him we
both have access in one Spirit to the Father. So then you are no longer strangers and sojourners,
but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, built upon the
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the cornerstone, in Whom the
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whole structure is joined together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; in Whom you also
are built into it for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit.
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THE GOSPEL.: Luke. (12:16-21)

The Lord spoke this parable: “The land of a rich man brought forth plentifully; and he thought to
himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?’ And he said, ‘I will do this: I
will pull down my barns, and build larger ones; and there | will store all my grain and my goods.
And | will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; take your ease, eat,
drink, be merry.” But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you; and the
things you have prepared, whose will they be?” So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is
not rich toward God.” As He said this, Jesus called out, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”
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Holy Bread of Oblation
1 Offered by David Hanhan and his family, in loving memory of his mother
Afdokia Hanhan and his son Joseph David Hanhan.
May Their Memories Be Eternal!

The Feast of the Patron Saint of our Church: Saint Nicholas - Wednesday, December 6™
Celebrating the Great Feast of St. Nicholas the Patron Saint of our Church.
Diving Liturgy at 11:00 AM followed by a luncheon.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND EVENTS:

ST. NICHOLAS ANNUAL FAMILY NIGHT- CHARITY EVENT: This Saturday,
November 18", sponsored by the Rantisi Families. Please join us in solidarity with Palestine and
come dressed in your traditional Palestinian clothing! All proceeds will be sent to Greek
Orthodox Church and charities in Gaza. $40 Adult | $20 for 12 and under. Reserve your seats
and/or table with the Church office at (415) 648-5200 or info@stnicholas-sf.com.

FEAST OF SAINT NICHOLAS: Wednesday, December 6™, 11AM.

BYZANTINE NATIVITY CAROL: December 8% starting at 6PM. Please join us as we host
the Sons of Antioch Byzantine Choir for their “The Word Made Flesh” series. More info to
follow.

PARISH COUNCIL ELECTION: December 11" There will be a parish council election
meeting for the sole purpose of electing some members of the Parish Council for the upcoming
term. Anyone interested in serving or nominating someone to serve on the Parish Council
must be fully pledged and spiritually qualified. Please submit your candidate’s name to
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Fr. George and/or Salim Qaru as soon as possible. In order to vote in the elections, members
must be spiritually and financially in good standing with the church.

ST. NICHOLAS CHRISTMAS FUNDRAISING EVENT: Saturday, December 23". info. to
follow.

TREE OF LIFE: If you would like to purchase a Leaf with your name or a loved one’s name
engraved to hang on the Tree, please contact the Church office (415) 648-5200.

Metropolitan Anthony Sourozh
The Parable of the Rich Man

The end of today's Gospel reading is a warning about something that we could all be aware of
all the time, that is that death is at our elbow, that much, very much, of what we do will perish with
us as unnecessary, mortal.

Does this mean that Christ's warning about the closeness of death should frighten us and deprive
us of creative strength? No, on the contrary; the Fathers used to say, "keep a constant memory of
death,” not in the sense that we should be afraid of death and live under its constant shadow, but
rather because nothing but the awareness of the fact that life is short, that it may end at any
moment, can give to every moment its final meaning, and to the whole of life the feeling that we
must hurry to do good, that we must hurry to live in such a way that at whatever moment death
overtakes us, it will be a moment of triumphant life. We would live with such depth, so intensely,
If only this awareness were with us constantly. If we were to know that the words that | am now
speaking to you were the last, how differently would I say them, and how differently would you
listen!

If we were to feel that the person we were talking to might be dead within a few minutes, how
careful we should be that our words and actions in relation to him should be the culmination of all
the love and care of which we are capable, that they should be the triumph of everything that is
best and highest in our relationship.

The reason that we live so badly, utter so many empty words, rotten words, dead words, commit
so many actions that afterwards burn in our soul like wounds, is that we live as though this life was
merely a rough draft of the life we will one day be living, when we have had time to shape the
draft into the final story. But that is not how things work; death comes and the draft remains rough,
his life has not been lived, just blotted, and there remains regret for the person who could have
been great, but turned out shallow and insignificant.

That is what today's Gospel is about, not that we should be afraid of death, but that, knowing
that it can come at any moment, every moment must be perfect, every word must be a word of life,
filled with the Spirit, fit to enter eternity. And every action of ours in relation to each one of us
should be such as to give life and express the fullness and depth and strength of the love and
reverence which we should feel for each other and for all. Let us consider this, and then if we can
act upon it, every word and every action will acquire the dimension of eternity and shine with its
light.
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Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church
Denguel el

The Saint Nicholas Orthodox
Church Banquet Hall is the perfect
venue for your next wedding
reception, baptism, graduation,
birthday, or conference. We offer
a range of professional banquet
and catering services with a vast
and eclectic menu, showcasing a
variety of catering options and
premium beverages. Our friendly
and professionally trained staff will
work with you to identify your
needs within your budget to create
a personal and memorable event.

BANQUET HALL AMENITIES

Over 6000 square feet with a full bar '}}g e

350 capacity with dining LR Py,

25ft x 25ft dance floor P >

Lighting & Sound - 2 L
: : : N e

On-site catering with staff A - or, o e S

Fully equipped industrial kitchen
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware,
silverware available

Set up, take down, and cleaning services
Complimentary parking lot

Wheelchair accessible
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Considering Buying or Selling a Multifamily Property? Hanna J Azar

Broker Associate
415.875.0177

hannajohn.azar@compass.com
Bayareamultifamilybroker.com
CA DRE 802005698

Over 100+ million in real estate transaction experience.

Specializing in multifamily, mixed-use and commercial
properties in the San Francisco Bay Area.

Contact me for commercial real estate inquiries ora
complimentary, no-obligation, opinion of value of your One

property
COMPASS | COMMERCIAL

Compass ks 3 real estate brokeer lioersed by the State of Colfornia cperating under misdtiple entities. Ucenss Numbers 01591628, 1327235, 1527365, 1356742, 1423761, 1597075, 1935355, 1963027,
1842567, 1865607, 156677), 1527205, 1075008, 1272467, Al materty & inmended for informational purposes onty and (s compied from sourtes deemed rebabile Bont Is subject %o emors, omissions,
ChaNgEs N Price, conamon, syle, o withdrawal without nctice, No statement Is made 35 to the accumacy of any descripmon or measremeants |Incuding square footagel. This Is not intended to sobck
property slready Inted . No Ainanchy or legal advice prowided. Egual Howsieg Opportunity
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Follow us on [§] [E) @mosaicmarketbayarea
() 9 37th street & El Camino, San Mateo +1650-477-2099




,§§ SAADEH LAW

JOHN SAADEH,

ESQ. MBA o  BUSINESS LAW

[E]] ReAL ESTATE LAW

ESTATE PLANNING

1 Saadehlawfirm.com
john@saadehlawfirm.com

333 Cellert blvd, Ste. 14& m‘\ (I | [
Dalyﬂity, CA 94015 ™ - o
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THE REPRESENTING VICTIMS
ICHAEL  OF SERIOUS PERSONAL INJURY
LAW FIRM & WRONGFUL DEATH

jous injuries or lost a
to,someone else’s

¥ (Fires/Explosions)

dtorcycle Crashes

T/ Lyft/Taxi Accidents
alls (Slip/Trip) & Construction

(415) 447-9833 © ISSA MICHAEL, ESO.
MichaelLawCA.com Trial Attorney Since 1996
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