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St. Nicholas Orthodox Church

Antiochian Archdiocese of North America
Diocese of Los Angeles and the West
5200 Diamond Heights Blvd., San Francisco, CA 94131
Tel: (415) 648-5200

Email: info@stnicholas-sf.com--website:stnicholas-sf.com
His Eminence Metropolitan SABA, Archbishop
of New York and Metropolitan of all North America

Pastor, V. Rev. Fr. George Baalbaki
(586) 214-4428 revbaalbaki(@yahoo.com

Sub-Dn. Ilyan Baalbaki
Sub-Dn. Tariq Rantisi
Parish Council Chairman: Salim Qaru
Parish Council Vice Chairman: Azar Azar
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Sunday, December 03, 2023

SYMPATHY AND CONDOLENCES:
We would like to offer our deepest sympathy and condolences to the Entire Bouri families for the
passing of +Khader Nakleh Bouri.
May his Memory be Eternal!

NATIVITY FAST: November 15" - December 24"
We would like to wish you a happy Advent season!

THE EPISTLE: Ephesians. (5:8-19)

Brethren, walk as children of light—for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and
true—and try to learn what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of
darkness, but instead expose them. For it is a shame even to speak of the things that they do in
secret; but when anything is exposed by the light it becomes visible, for anything that becomes
visible is light. Therefore, it is said, “Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall
give you light.” Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise men but as wise, making the
most of the time, because the days are evil. Therefore, do not be foolish, but understand what the
will of the Lord is. And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery; but be filled with the
Spirit, addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making
melody to the Lord with all your heart.
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THE GOSPEL: Luke. (18:35-43)

At that time, when Jesus drew near to Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside begging;
and hearing a multitude going by, he inquired what this meant. They told him, “Jesus of Nazareth
is passing by.” And he cried, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” And those who were in
front rebuked him, telling him to be silent; but he cried out all the more, “Son of David, have
mercy on me!” And Jesus stopped, and commanded him to be brought to him; and when he came
near, Jesus asked him, “What do you want me to do for you?” He said, “Lord, let me receive my
sight.” And Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight; your faith has made you well.” And
immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus, glorifying God; and all the people, when
they saw it, gave praise to God.
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ALTAR CANDLES Sl 8

@Offered by St. Nicholas Church for the good health and well-being of Manuel Hanhan. God
Bless and Many Years!

&*‘wéOffered by Sana Jarjura and family in loving memory of parents + George and Najla
Jarjura. Memory Eternal!

Q’;ﬁ;Offered by St. Nicholas Church for the good health of all who are named Barbara after the
Feast of Saint Barbara on the occasion of their Names Day! Barbara Karleen. God Bless!

@QOffered by St. Nicholas Church for the good health of all who are named Nick, Nicholas,
Nicole, Nicola after the Feast of Saint Nicholas on December 6™ on the occasion of their Names’
Day, especially: Fr. Nicholas Borzghol, Dn. Nicholas Adranly, Nicholas Baalbaki, Nicholas
Habeeb, Nicholas Ofiesh, Nichole Ofiesh, Nicholas Haddad, Nicholas Katout, Nicholas Houli,
Nicholas Nabil Hanhan, Nicholas Tannous, Nicholas Qaqish, Nicola Mogannam, Nicole Aho,
Nicole Hanhan, Nicole Jadelrab, Nicole Wahab, Nicole Bekhit, Nick Nichola, Nicola AKkik,
Nick John Saba, Nicholas Maalouf, Nick Baba, Nicholas Shaheen, Nicholas Shatara, Nicholas
Azar and in Loving Memory of Fr. Nicholas Habib. God Bless!
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& 0Offered by St. Nicholas Church for the good health of all who are named Andrew, Andrew,
Andrawes after the Feast of Saint Andrew on the occasion of their Names Day! Andrew Yaser,
Andre Hawit, Andrew Khoury, Andrawes Husary, Andy Azar and Andrew Azar. God Bless!
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& Offered by St. Nicholas Church for the good health of all who are named Saba after the Feast
of Saint Saba on the occasion of their Names Day! The Saba family, Saba Shatara, Saba
Sahouria and in loving memory of Nicholas Saba and George Nichola Saba. God Bless!




Holy Bread of Oblation

T Offered by David Hanhan and his family, in loving memory of his mother
Afdokia Hanhan and his son Joseph David Hanhan.
May Their Memories Be Eternal!

The Feast of the Patron Saint of our Church: Saint Nicholas - Wednesday, December 6™
Celebrating the Great Feast of St. Nicholas the Patron Saint of our Church.
Diving Liturgy at 11:00 AM followed by a luncheon.

BURBARA: This Sunday, December 3% delicious Burbara
Pudding will be served after Divine Liturgy. Donated by Diana
Batshon in loving memory of her husband +Michel Batshon.
Donated by Janet Baqleh for the good health of her family.
Donated by Salwa Schnoudi for the good health and well-being of
her son Naim Schnoudi, on the occasion of his birthday.

May God bless you all and your families.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND EVENTS:

THE FEAST OF SAINT NICHOLAS: Wednesday, December 6th. Join us as we celebrate the
Great Feast of St.Nicholas, the Patron Saint of our Church. Divine Liturgy will be held at 11:00
AM followed by a luncheon.

BYZANTINE NATIVITY CAROL: December 8th at 6PM. Please join us as we host the Sons
of Antioch Byzantine Choir for their “The Word Made Flesh” series. Invite your family and
friends, this will be a beautiful concert for everyone to enjoy. Hope to see you all there!

PARISH COUNCIL ELECTION: December 11th. There will be a parish council election
meeting for the sole purpose of electing some members of the Parish Council for the upcoming

term. Anyone interested in serving or nominating someone to serve on the Parish Council must be
fully pledged and spiritually qualified. Please submit your candidate’s name to Fr. George and/or
Salim Qaru as soon as possible. In order to vote in the elections, members must be spiritually and
financially in good standing with the church.

LADIES CHRISTMAS GATHERING FOR CHARITY: Saturday, December 16th at 3pm-
St. Nicholas Church Hall. Ladies, please join us with your family and friends for our Christmas
gathering this year, for charity. Donation is $30, all proceeds will be going to charities. Show your

solidarity and come dressed in your traditional Palestinian clothing. Main dish will be provided,
please bring salad, sweets or fruits to share. To RSVP, please contact Randa Shatara at (415) 871-
1043 or the Church office at (415) 648-5200. We hope to see all of our ladies!

ST. NICHOLAS CHRISTMAS FUNDRAISING EVENT: Saturday, December 23rd. More
info. to follow.

TREE OF LIFE: If you would like to purchase a Leaf with your name or a loved one’s name
engraved to hang on the Tree, please contact the Church office at (415) 648-5200.




Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh
EUCHARIST

Every time we approach the holy chalice to receive Communion to the Body and Blood
of Christ we say a prayer that contains words that must become true on our lips, otherwise
they are a lie before God. We say to God that we are the worst sinner, we are the chief sinner
that there is.

And isn't it natural that so often we say these words thinking, '"This was true of the
saints, who could feel that way, but I can't feel that [ am the worst of sinners'. When we look
around, when we look at the state of the world in which we live, we can see a number of
people who in our eyes are worse than we are. And regarding this I would like to remind you
of a passage in the diary of Saint John of Kronstadt, who also asked himself the same
question, and in the end answered it in the affirmative: 'Yes, [ am the worst of all the sinners I
know'.

And the reason he gave for this judgement of his was that he was aware of how much
God had given him, and how little he had given to God in response.

I think we must all of us begin in this frame of mind, ask ourselves: What are the gifts
which God has bestowed upon us? What is it that makes us so happy in ourselves, or makes
others so happy in us, rightly or wrongly? And when we have come to understand how much
we have received, then we can ask ourselves: what are the fruits which we have borne of these
gifts?

And we will see that, according to the first Beatitude, there is nothing in us, in our life,
which is our own, of our own making. God gave us life. He gave us a body, a soul, a mind. He
gave us all that fills our lives with richness. All that we are and all that we possess are gifts of
his. Do we give Him gratitude for it, or do we appropriate these gifts, thinking no, they are our
own really? And even when we are aware of the fact that they are not of our making, that it is
God who has given us all that we are and all that we have, do we know how to be grateful and
also to ask ourselves the question which I have already mentioned: what have I done with all
the gifts of God? And if we go ever more deeply within ourselves and in our lives, can we
begin to be able to say: yes, I really am the worst of all the sinners around me because I am so
richly endowed by God and look how little, how very little, I have brought to God and to my
neighbour as a result of it?

Let us all reflect on this. And when we come next time to Communion and we think or
say these words, let us say them with at least a beginning of understanding that yes, it is true,
and [ know why. But come with an incipient understanding, because it takes a very long time
for us to see how richly God has endowed us and how poorly we have responded to Him. But
gradually, step by step, these words will become true and we will receive Communion with a
new depth of broken-heartedness and with gratitude.
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Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church
Dol Hfell

The Saint Nicholas Orthodox
Church Banquet Hall is the perfect
venue for your next wedding
reception, baptism, graduation,
birthday, or conference. We offer
a range of professional banquet
and catering services with a vast
and eclectic menu, showcasing a
variety of catering options and
premium beverages. Our friendly
and professionally trained staff will
work with you to identify your
needs within your budget to create
a personal and memorable event.

BANQUET HALL AMENITIES

Over 6000 square feet with a full bar Y XL

350 capacity with dining { i b\?‘& ok

Sgtn O S

25ft x 25ft dance floor S '

Lighting & Sound - 2 s
) \ . . N e

On-site catering with staff R Y e T

Fully equipped industrial kitchen
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware,

silverware available
Set up, take down, and cleaning services
Complimentary parking lot

Wheelchair accessible



roker Associate
415-875-0177

15350 E 14th St, San Leandro

280 San Felipe Ave, San Bruno 868 Shotwell St, San Francisco 2844 21st St, San Francisco
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302 28th Ave, San Francsco 2697 Mission St, San Francsco
- -

160 Athol Ave, Dalkdand 3134 24th St, San Francisco 2E84 Mission St, San Francsco 3B01 Mission St, San Francisco

Considering Buying or Selling a Multifamily Property? Hanna J Azar
illion i 1 ) ) Broker Associate
Over 100+ million in real estate transaction experience. 415.875.0177

Specializing in multifamily, mixed-use and commercial

S ; hannajohn.azar@compass.com
properties in the San Francisco Bay Area.

Bayareamultifamilybroker.com
CA DRE #02005698

Contact me for commercial real estate inquiriesora
complimentary, no-obligation, opinion of value of your (W] £10)

property
COMPASS | COMMERCIAL

Compass &5 3 real estate broker licersed by the State of Calfornia operating under mudtiple entities. Ucense Numbers 01591628, 1527235, 1527365, 1356742, 1443761, 1597075, 1535359, 1561027,
1842567, 1369607, 1866771, 1
changes In price, conaition, sle, of withdrawal without Notice, No stytement I made 25 to the accuracy of any descriprion or measurements |Induding square footage ). This Is not ntended to sclick
property already Isted,. No financky! or legal advice prowided . Egual Housing Opportunity
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Follow us on [f] [E) @ mosaicmarketbayarea
) 9 37th street & El Camino, San Mateo +1650-477-2099




§§> SAADEH LAW

JOHN SAADEH, —
ESQ, MBA o8,  BUSINESS LAW

@ REAL ESTATE LAW

ESTATE PLANNING

P. (650) 918-7465

T R 333 Gellert bivd, Ste. 148] o [ 111 [
~ john@saadehlawfirm.com Dalyﬂity, CA 94015:_ e T
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Commercial and Residential Real Estate
BRE # 00550532




% THE REPRESENTING VICTIMS
|CHnEL OF SERIOUS PERSONAL INJURY
LAW FIRM & WRONGFUL DEATH

Bsomeone you know has
us injuries or lost a
someone else’s

Law Firm

Fires/Explosions)

orcycle Crashes

it/ Lyft/Taxi Accidents
alls (Slip/Trip) & Construction

(415) 447-2833 * ISSA MICHAEL, ESQ.
MichaelLawCA.com Trial Attorney Since 1996




