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NATIVITY FAST: November 15th - December 24th 
We would like to wish you a happy Advent season! 

 
 

SYMPATHY AND CONDOLENCES: 
We would like to offer our deepest sympathy and condolences to the Entire Bouri families for the 

passing of +Khader Nakleh Bouri.  
May his Memory be Eternal! 

 

THE EPISTLE: Ephesians. (5:8-19) 
Brethren, walk as children of light—for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and 
true—and try to learn what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of 
darkness, but instead expose them. For it is a shame even to speak of the things that they do in 
secret; but when anything is exposed by the light it becomes visible, for anything that becomes 
visible is light. Therefore, it is said, “Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall 
give you light.” Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise men but as wise, making the 
most of the time, because the days are evil. Therefore, do not be foolish, but understand what the 
will of the Lord is. And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery; but be filled with the 
Spirit, addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making 
melody to the Lord with all your heart. 
 .سسَُفأ :ةلاسرلا 

 يف اوكرَتشت لاو .بِّرلا ىدل ٌّيضِرمَ وَھُ ام نَیرِبَتخمُ )قٍّحو رٍّبوٍ حلاص لِّك يف وھِ حورلا رَمث َّنإف( رونلل دٍلاوأك اوكُُلسُأ ُ،ةوخإ ای
 نَُلعُی ھِیلع خَُّبوی ام َّلك َّنكل ً.اضیأ اھرُكذ حُُبقیً ارّسِ اھَنولعفی يتلا لَاعفلأا َّنإف .اھیلع اوخِّبو ىرحلأاب لب ِةرَمِثمُلا رِیغ ةِمَلظُلا لِامعأ
 اوكُلست نأ نْذإ اورظُناف .حیسملا كَل ءَيضُیف تِاوملأا نِیب نم مُْقوَ مُئانلا اھُّیأ ظقیتسا لُوقی كَلذلو .رٌون وھ نَُلعُی ام َّلك َّنإف .رونلاب
  اوركَسَت لاو .برلاُ ةئیشم ام اومھفا لب ءَایبغأ اونوكت لا كلذلف ٌ.ةریرش مَایلأا َّنإف تَقولا نَیدَتفم .ءَامكحُك لب ءَلاھجُكَ لا رٍَذحَِب



 

 

 اقول: لیجنلإا
 »؟اَذھ امَ« :لََأسَ ازًاَتجْمُ عَمْجَلْا عَمِسَ اَّمَلَف .يطِعَْتسَْی قِیرَِّطلا ىَلع اسًلِاجَ ىمَعَْأ نَاكَ ،احَیرَِأ نْمِ بِرُْقلاب عُوسَی امیف ،نامزلا كَلِذ يف
ّدَقَتمُلْاُ هرَجَزََف »!يِنمْحَرْا َ،دوُاَد نَبْا عُوسَُی اَی« ً:لاِئاِق خَرَصََف .رٌِباعَ َّيرِصِاَّنلا عَوسَُی َّنَأب رَِبخُْأَف  اَی« ً:اخارَصَُ داَدزْاف ،تَكُسَْیلِ نَومُِ
ُ ھَل لَاَق »!رَصِبُْأ نَْأ ُّبراَی« :لَاَقَف »؟كََل عََنصَْأ نَْأُ دیرُِت اَذامَ« ُ:ھَلَأسَ بَرَُق اَّمَلف .ھِیَْلِإ مََّدَقُی نَْأ رَمََأوَ عُوسَُی فََقوََف »!يِنمْحَرْا َ،دوُاَد نَبْا
 َ.الله اوحَُّبسَ اوَْأرَ ذِْإ بِعَّْشلا عُیمِجَوَ َ.اللهُ دجِّمَُی وَھُوَُ ھَعِبَتوَ ،رَصَبَْأ لِاحَلْا يِفوَ .»كَصََّلخَ دَْق كَُنامَیِإ .رْصِبَْأ« :عُوسَُی

ّلكم .حورلاب اوُئلتما لبُ ةرَاعدلا اھیف يتلا رِمخلاب ّترمو نَیمِّنرَمُ ةٍَّیحور َّيناغأو حَیباستو رَیمازمبً اضعب مكضُعب نَیمِ  مكِبولق يف نَیلِ
 .بّرلل

 

ALTAR CANDLES     لكیھلا لیدانق  

Offered by St. Nicholas Church for the good health and well-being of Manuel Hanhan. God 
Bless and Many Years!  

Offered by Sana Jarjura and family in loving memory of parents + George and Najla 
Jarjura. Memory Eternal! 

Offered by St. Nicholas Church for the good health of all who are named Barbara after the 
Feast of Saint Barbara on the occasion of their Names Day! Barbara Karleen. God Bless! 

 Offered by St. Nicholas Church for the good health of all who are named Nick, Nicholas, 
Nicole, Nicola after the Feast of Saint Nicholas on December 6th, on the occasion of their Names’ 
Day, especially: Fr. Nicholas Borzghol, Dn. Nicholas Adranly, Nicholas Baalbaki, Nicholas 
Habeeb, Nicholas Ofiesh, Nichole Ofiesh, Nicholas Haddad, Nicholas Katout, Nicholas Houli, 
Nicholas Nabil Hanhan, Nicholas Tannous, Nicholas Qaqish, Nicola Mogannam, Nicole Aho, 
Nicole Hanhan, Nicole Jadelrab, Nicole Wahab, Nicole Bekhit, Nick Nichola, Nicola Akik, 
Nick John Saba, Nicholas Maalouf, Nick Baba, Nicholas Shaheen, Nicholas Shatara, Nicholas 
Azar and in Loving Memory of Fr. Nicholas Habib. God Bless! 

Offered by St. Nicholas Church for the good health of all who are named Andrew, Andrew, 
Andrawes after the Feast of Saint Andrew on the occasion of their Names Day! Andrew Yaser, 
Andre Hawit, Andrew Khoury, Andrawes Husary, Andy Azar and Andrew Azar. God Bless! 

Offered by St. Nicholas Church for the good health of all who are named Saba after the Feast 
of Saint Saba on the occasion of their Names Day! The Saba family, Saba Shatara, Saba 
Sahouria and in loving memory of Nicholas Saba and George Nichola Saba. God Bless! 

 

THE GOSPEL: Luke. (18:35-43) 
At that time, when Jesus drew near to Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside begging; 
and hearing a multitude going by, he inquired what this meant. They told him, “Jesus of Nazareth 
is passing by.” And he cried, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” And those who were in 
front rebuked him, telling him to be silent; but he cried out all the more, “Son of David, have 
mercy on me!” And Jesus stopped, and commanded him to be brought to him; and when he came 
near, Jesus asked him, “What do you want me to do for you?” He said, “Lord, let me receive my 
sight.” And Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight; your faith has made you well.” And 
immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus, glorifying God; and all the people, when 
they saw it, gave praise to God. 



 

 
 

Holy Bread of Oblation 
V Offered by David Hanhan and his family, in loving memory of his mother  

Afdokia Hanhan and his son Joseph David Hanhan.  
May Their Memories Be Eternal! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND EVENTS: 

THE FEAST OF SAINT NICHOLAS: Wednesday, December 6th. Join us as we celebrate the 
Great Feast of St.Nicholas, the Patron Saint of our Church. Divine Liturgy will be held at 11:00 
AM followed by a luncheon. 
BYZANTINE NATIVITY CAROL: December 8th at 6PM. Please join us as we host the Sons 
of Antioch Byzantine Choir for their “The Word Made Flesh” series. Invite your family and 
friends, this will be a beautiful concert for everyone to enjoy. Hope to see you all there! 
PARISH COUNCIL ELECTION: December 11th. There will be a parish council election 
meeting for the sole purpose of  electing some members of the Parish Council for the upcoming 
term. Anyone interested in serving or nominating someone to serve on the Parish Council must be 
fully pledged and spiritually qualified. Please submit your candidate’s name to Fr. George and/or 
Salim Qaru as soon as possible. In order to vote in the elections, members must be spiritually and 
financially in good standing with the church. 
LADIES CHRISTMAS GATHERING FOR CHARITY: Saturday, December 16th at 3pm- 
St. Nicholas Church Hall. Ladies, please join us with your family and friends for our Christmas 
gathering this year, for charity. Donation is $30, all proceeds will be going to charities. Show your 
solidarity and come dressed in your traditional Palestinian clothing. Main dish will be provided, 
please bring salad, sweets or fruits to share. To RSVP, please contact Randa Shatara at (415) 871-
1043 or the Church office at (415) 648-5200. We hope to see all of our ladies! 
ST. NICHOLAS CHRISTMAS FUNDRAISING EVENT: Saturday, December 23rd. More 
info. to follow.  
TREE OF LIFE: If you would like to purchase a Leaf with your name or a loved one’s name 
engraved to hang on the Tree, please contact the Church office at (415) 648-5200. 
 

 
 
 
 

The Feast of the Patron Saint of our Church: Saint Nicholas - Wednesday, December 6th. 
Celebrating the Great Feast of St. Nicholas the Patron Saint of our Church.  

Diving Liturgy at 11:00 AM followed by a luncheon. 
 BURBARA: This Sunday, December 3rd, delicious Burbara 

Pudding will be served after Divine Liturgy. Donated by Diana 
Batshon in loving memory of her husband +Michel Batshon.  
Donated by Janet Baqleh for the good health of her family.  

Donated by Salwa Schnoudi for the good health and well-being of 
her son Naim Schnoudi, on the occasion of his birthday.  

May God bless you all and your families. 
 



 

 

 

Metropolitan  Anthony  of  Sourozh 
EUCHARIST 

Every time we approach the holy chalice to receive Communion to the Body and Blood 
of Christ we say a prayer that contains words that must become true on our lips, otherwise 
they are a lie before God. We say to God that we are the worst sinner, we are the chief sinner 
that there is. 

And isn't it natural that so often we say these words thinking, 'This was true of the 
saints, who could feel that way, but I can't feel that I am the worst of sinners'. When we look 
around, when we look at the state of the world in which we live, we can see a number of 
people who in our eyes are worse than we are. And regarding this I would like to remind you 
of a passage in the diary of Saint John of Kronstadt, who also asked himself the same 
question, and in the end answered it in the affirmative: 'Yes, I am the worst of all the sinners I 
know'. 

And the reason he gave for this judgement of his was that he was aware of how much 
God had given him, and how little he had given to God in response. 

I think we must all of us begin in this frame of mind, ask ourselves: What are the gifts 
which God has bestowed upon us? What is it that makes us so happy in ourselves, or makes 
others so happy in us, rightly or wrongly? And when we have come to understand how much 
we have received, then we can ask ourselves: what are the fruits which we have borne of these 
gifts? 

And we will see that, according to the first Beatitude, there is nothing in us, in our life, 
which is our own, of our own making. God gave us life. He gave us a body, a soul, a mind. He 
gave us all that fills our lives with richness. All that we are and all that we possess are gifts of 
his. Do we give Him gratitude for it, or do we appropriate these gifts, thinking no, they are our 
own really? And even when we are aware of the fact that they are not of our making, that it is 
God who has given us all that we are and all that we have, do we know how to be grateful and 
also to ask ourselves the question which I have already mentioned: what have I done with all 
the gifts of God? And if we go ever more deeply within ourselves and in our lives, can we 
begin to be able to say: yes, I really am the worst of all the sinners around me because I am so 
richly endowed by God and look how little, how very little, I have brought to God and to my 
neighbour as a result of it? 

Let us all reflect on this. And when we come next time to Communion and we think or 
say these words, let us say them with at least a beginning of understanding that yes, it is true, 
and I know why. But come with an incipient understanding, because it takes a very long time 
for us to see how richly God has endowed us and how poorly we have responded to Him. But 
gradually, step by step, these words will become true and we will receive Communion with a 
new depth of broken-heartedness and with gratitude. 

  



 

 

 دیدج نم قلاطنلاا ىلإ عفادل
 يذلا عفادلا وھ امف .ءاجرلا نادقف نود نم ةرباثملاو مازتللاا ةوّق ىلإ كنم جاتحی يّموی ثدح وھ دیدج نم قلطنت نأ 
 ىلإ اجًاتحم ىمعلأا اذھ ناك ،لعفلاب .باوجلا كیطعت احیرأ ىمعأ ةداھش ؟ةطاسبو ءاجرب دھجلا اذھ مّدقتل موی لّك كدعاسی
 .رّمتسی يكل ىنعملا ىلإ ،هریصمل كورتم ھّنلأ ھب فأری نمَ ىلإ ،ىری يكل رونلا ىلإ اجًاتحم ،زوعلا ھسفن يقیل ءاطعتسلاا
 لّك دیدج نم نوضھنی فیك انمّلعت ھلاثمأ ةربخ .سأیلا يف قرغت امًوی ھسفن كرتی مل ّ،دحلا اذھ ىلإ ةیرزم ھلاح تدب نإو ،اذھ
 .ةزّیمم ةداھشب مھلوح نمل نوّعشی لب ،نوملستسی لاف ،مھسفنأ امھب اودھّعتیل نیَیفاكلا عفادلاو ةوّقلا مھسفنأ يف نودجیو موی
 ىلع ،ھلوح يرجی امل ةّیساسحلا دیدش رھظو ،)٣٥ :١٨ اقول( »يطعتسی قیرطلا ىلع اسًلاج« ھعقوم احیرأ ىمعأ ذخأ

 نأ ىلإ دمع اذل ،كانھ نم عوسی رورم ھفقوتساف ،»؟اذھ نوكی نأ ىسع ام« رسفتسا ،ةبلج عمس امّـلف .ھب نیطیحملا سكع
 بّلغتیل لب ،ھل ھبأی لا حیسملا نّلأ خرصی مل .)٣٨و ٣٦ :١٨ اقول( »ينمحرا دواد نبا عوسی ای« :اخًراص هرودب ھفقوتسی

 حلفأ ىّتح رباث .)٣٩ :١٨ اقول( »!تكسیل نومّدقتملا هرھتنا« ذإ ،ةقفشلا میدعلاو ھنم رجّضتملاو ھب يلابملا ریغ ھطیحم ىلع
 !ھب نیطیحملا فقومو ھتایح راسم رییغت يف
 رملأا نّكل ،اھیلع ةراتسلا لادسإ دعب ثادحلأا يف لمّأتت امدنع ھنم غورفم رمأ ،هریغ لا وھ ھیلإ كتجاحبو حیسملاب رھاجت نأ
 كؤاجر وبخیو ،رون ةغزاب ىرت لاف ،ىوھ ریغ ىلع دھاجت كّنأ اًنایحأ رعشت تنأ ،ضاخملا مّضخ يفف .كلذ لبق كلذك سیل
 مأ ،مھعم فلتختو مھفلاختَأ ؟ءاجر مھدنع سیلو ،ةّیوادوسو ىوكشو رمّذتب عقاولا نوری نیذلا ىلإ يغصت لھف .امًوی ھتیؤرب
 نأ نكلو ؛رملأا ءدب يف اطًیسب ودبی ،كبلق لّك نم هدیرت نأو ،دیرت ام فرعت نأ ،لعفلاب ؟مھرارغ ىلع عضومتتو مھیشامت
 احیرأ ىمعأ .مویلا نیریثك ىدل ارًفاوتم سیل رمأ ،يرمعل ،اذھف ،ھیلإ لوصولا يف ىناوتت لاو فدھلا عّیضت لاف ھیلع رباثت
 .ىذتحُی لاثم
 ھب .عوسیو ىمعلأا عمج راوح ،ةّیّلكلاب طیسبو دیدج ،رخآ عون نم راوح زربی ثیح ،ةعقاولا نم يناثلا بلقملا ىلإ لْقتننلف
 ،حیسملا رونب يأ ،اھتقیقح ىلع صاخشلأاو ثادحلأاو ءایشلأا ةیؤر نع يّمعملاو ھلوح عفادتملا عمجلا حیسملا يوادی
 اذھ عُوسی فقوتسی اذكھ .)٤٠ :١٨ اقول( »ھیلإ مَّدقی نأب رمأو )عوسی( فقوف« .هریصمل كورتملا ىمعلأا ةرباثم ئفاكیو
 ناك ،ا¡یلمع ،نّأ ولو ،ةقحلالا ثادحلأا ىرجم يف ةكراشملاو ىمعلأا عقاو سسّحت ىلإ ،يردی لا ثیح نم ،ھعفدیو عَمجلا
 فیك مھمّلعو ،حیسملا ىلإ نیرخلآا داق نم وھ ھّنأ رھظأ ثادحلأا قایس .حیسملا ىّتح هدیب هدوقی نمَ ىلإ جاتحی ىمعلأا
 ،رْصبَأ ...رصبُأ نأ ...؟كب لعفأ نأ دیرت اذام« :اًبضتقم راوحلا ناك !هراظنمب اوری نأ نومّلعتی فیكو ریخلأا اذھ نم نوندی
 باوبأ ھعم تحتفنا حیسملاب نمؤملا ءاقل ،ةمیكشلاو تادادعتسلاا هذھ ءوض ىلع .)٤٢-٤١ :١٨ اقول( »كافش دق كنامیإ
 لعفت انلوح ءاضوضلا لّعلَأ !مویلا نحن اّنمو ،اھنیح ھب نیطیحملا نم دارأ نمل صلاخلا باوبأ امّبرلو ،ىمعلأا انیعف ةمعنلا
 يّروص عوسیب انقاصتلا مأ ؟حاحلإب حیسملا بلط نم انعنمتف ،اھنیح ىمعلأاب ةطیحملا عومجلا تناك امك مویلا انیف اھلعف
 نع نایمع انّنأ اّنع ابجح صّلخملاب نیقیلا بایغو ةرباثملا اننادقف مأ ؟انیفشیو انرواحیو اناریل ةّتبلا ھفقوتسن لا ثیحب يّحطسو
 زییمتلاو ةیؤرلا تاجرد ىصقأ ىلإ اھیف ةجاحلا سّمأب نحن تاقوأ يف ىدھ ریغ ىلع عفادتنف ،ءایشلأا ةقیقح كرادإ
 ؟كاردلإاو
 ةحوتفم تیقب ةرغث نّأ انل ودبی ؟ا¡قح ةراتسلا كلذب تلدسُأ لھف .اضًیأ عمجلا حیبستو الله هدیجمتو ىمعلأا ءافشب ةصّقلا تھتنا
 ىلع انعضی نیَلعفلا نیَذھ مزُلات .)٤٣ :١٨ اقول( »ھعبتو رصبأ« :ریبك لوعفم ھل نوكیس ریغص لعف ىلع اھربع لّطنل
 يف تسیلَأ !حیسملل قفارملا عمجلا لاونم ىلع سیلو ھلثم قلطننف ،ھب ماق امب مزتلن نأو ،ىمعلأا اذھ هآر ام ىرن نأ كّحم
 نیعن ،انترباثمو انتابث لضفبو ،ھبو ،انكرّحی ولّ دون يذلا عفادلا رّس وھ اذھ سیلَأ ؟دیدج نم ضوھنلا ةصّق لّك نمكت اذھ
 اوقلطنیو ،اًدّقعم عقاولا اذھ ناك ا¡یأ ،عقاولل مھتءارق رسأی يذلا ىمعلا نم اوموقیف مھیف عفادلا اذھ اوری ىّتح مھنحم يف انبارتأ
 ؟حیسملا ردخ ةیؤر نم اجًراخ دحأ ىقبی لا ىّتح ،كیلاود اذكھو ،ةحبسلا رّكتف ،مھرودب

 نانبل لبج تیلوبورتم ناولس
 



 

 



 

 



 

  



 

  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


