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St. Nicholas Orthodox Church

Antiochian Archdiocese of North America
Diocese of Los Angeles and the West
5200 Diamond Heights Blvd., San Francisco, CA 94131
Tel: (415) 648-5200
Email: info@stnicholas-sf.com--website:stnicholas-sf.com
His Beatitude Patriarch JOHN X, Patriarch
of Antioch and All of East
Pastor, V. Rev. Fr. George Baalbaki
(586) 214-4428 revbaalbaki@yahoo.com
Sub-Dn. llyan Baalbaki
Sub-Dn. Tarig Rantisi
Parish Council Chairman: Salim Qaru
Parish Council Vice Chairman: Azar Azar

Sunday, September 17, 2023
Sunday after the Elevation of the Holy Cross
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SYMPATHY AND CONDOLENCES
We would like to offer our deepest sympathy and condolences to the Entire Lama, Batarse and
Shami Family, especially Nizar & Georgette Lama, Naifeh Abdallah Batarse, John &
Jamilah Shami, Lizzy Lama Halteh & Families on the falling asleep of our dear brother in
Christ + Bishir Antone Lama in Santiago Chile.
May His Memory be Eternal!

ﬁi—@ MEMORIAL SERVICES Ci'-ﬁ-@
Memorial service for the servant of God, +Bishir Antone Lama will be held this Sunday, offered

by the Lama, Batarse and Shami Families.
May His Memory be Eternal!

PROCESSION OF THE HOLY CROSS:
The Procession of the Holy Cross will take place at the end of the Divine Liturgy this Sunday. The
flowers are offered in loving memory of +Bishir Antone Lama, donated by Naifeh Abdallah
Batarse. May his Memory be Eternal!

THE EPISTLE: Galatians. (2:16-20)

Brethren, knowing that a person is not justified by the works of the Law, but through faith in
Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by faith in
Christ, and not by the works of the Law; for by the works of the Law shall no flesh be justified.
But if, while we sought to be justified in Christ, we ourselves also were found sinners, is Christ
then a minister of sin? God forbid! For if | build up again those things which I destroyed, I
prove myself a transgressor. For | through the law died to the law, that | might live to God. |
have been crucified with Christ, nevertheless I live, yet not I, but Christ lives in me; and the life
which | now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave
Himself up for me.
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THE GOSPEL.: Mark. (8:34-9:1)

The Lord said, “If any man would come after Me, let him deny himself and take up his cross
and follow Me. For whoever would save his life will lose it; and whoever loses his life for My
sake and the Gospel’s will save it. For what does it profit a man, to gain the whole world and
forfeit his soul? For what can a man give in return for his soul? For whoever is ashamed of Me
and of My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him will the Son of man also be
ashamed, when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels.” And He said to
them, “Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here who will not taste death before they see
the Kingdom of God come with power.”
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ALTAR CANDLE OFFERING:
7 Offered by Michael Habeeb in everlasting remembrance of dearest and most beloved
+Salma (Sally) Habeeb, the “Elbee” in the lives of her family and friends.
May her beautiful Memory be Eternal!

Holy Bread of Oblation
T Offered by David Hanhan and his family, in loving memory of his mother
Afdokia Hanhan and his son Joseph David Hanhan.
May Their Memory Be Eternal!

CHURCH ANNUAL FESTIVALS:
> Holy Virgin Mary (West Sacramento, Fr. Paul Baba): September 16"
» Archangel Michael & St Mercurius Orthodox Church (Redwood City, Fr. Bishoy William):
September 16th &17th
» St. James Orthodox Church (Milpitas, Fr. Jeries Hanna): September 15th - 17th
» St. John the Evangelist (Orinda, Fr. Nicholas Borzghol): September 23-24th
> St. Nicholas Church (San Francisco, Fr. George Baalbaki): October 7t-8®"

LADIES:
Thank you to the ladies that came and helped with our meat pie workshop.
God Bless you all!
Please be on the lookout for our next workshop!




ANNOUNCEMENTS AND EVENTS:

ST. NICHOLAS CHURCH CHOIR: We are looking for men and women who would be
interested in singing with the choir on Sundays. There would be a 30 minute rehearsal downstairs
before Divine Liturgy. If interested, please contact Fr. George or Theresa Cardinale, the choir
director at theresacardinale@hotmail.com

ST.NICHOLAS CHURCH ANNUAL FESTIVAL CAR RAFFLE TICKETS: Our annual car
raffle tickets with a grand prize of a brand new Tesla is back! $50 Per ticket. Please contact Elias

Batshon (650) 580-7185 to purchase.
ST NICHOLAS ANNUAL FOOD FESTIVAL: Save the date! October 7t-8t"!

TREE OF LIFE: If you would like to purchase a Leaf with your name or a loved one’s name
engraved to hang on the Tree, please contact the Church office (415) 648-5200.
UPCOMING EVENTS OF 2023:

November 18" St. Nicholas Annual Thanksgiving Family Night
December 10% Parish Council Elections
December 23" St. Nicholas Christmas Party

Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh
Sermon on The Cross

We have been keeping these days the Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross. There is a passage in
the Gospel in which the Lord says to us, *No one has greater love than he who gives his life for his
neighbour". And these words resolve the antinomy between the horror of the Cross and the glory
of it, between death and the Resurrection. There is nothing more glorious, more awe-inspiring and
wonderful than to love and to be loved. And to be loved of God with all the life, with all the death
of the Only-Begotten Son, and to love one another at the cost of all our life and, if necessary, of
our death is both tragedy but mainly victory. In the Canon of the Liturgy we say, "Holy, most holy
art Thou and Thine Only-Begotten Son and Thy Holy Spirit! Holy and most holy art Thou because
Thou hast so loved Thy world that Thou hast given Thine Only-Begotten Son that those who will
believe in Him do not perish but have life eternal, Who hath come and hath fulfilled all that was
appointed for our sakes, and in the night when He was betrayed” no!” when He gave Himself up,
He took bread, and brake it and gave it to His disciples ..."

This is the divine love. At times one can give one's own life more easily than offer unto death
the person whom one loves beyond all; and this is what God, our Father has done. But it does not
make less the sacrifice of Him who is sent unto death for the salvation of one person or of the
whole world.

And so when we think of the Cross we must think of this strangely inter-twined mystery of
tragedy and of victory. The Cross, an instrument of infamous death, of punitive death to which
criminals were doomed, because Christ's death was that of an innocent, and because this death was
a gift of self in an act of love” becomes victory.

This is why Saint Paul could say, "It is no longer I, it is Christ Who lives in me." Divine love
filled him to the brim and therefore there was no room for any other thought or feeling, any other
approach to anyone apart from love, a love that gave itself unreservedly, love sacrificial, love
crucified, but love exulting in the joy of life.




And when we are told in to-day's Gospel, Turn away from yourself, take up your Cross, Follow
Me' (St Mark VIII: 34)” we are not called to something dark and frightening; we are told by God:
Open yourself to love! Do not remain a prisoner of your own self-centredness. Do not be, in the
words of Theophane the Recluse, like a shaving of wood which is rolled around its own emptiness.
Open yourself up! Look™ there is so much to love, there are so many to love! There is such an
infinity of ways in which love can be experienced, and fulfilled and accomplished. Open yourself
and love” because this is the way of the Cross! Not the way which the two criminals trod together
with Christ to be punished for their crimes; but the wonderful way in which giving oneself
unreservedly, turning away from self, existing only for the other, loving with all one's being so that
one exists only for the sake of the other” this is the Cross and the glory of the Cross.

So, when we venerate the Cross, when we think of Christ's crucifixion, when we hear the call of
Christ to deny ourselves” and these words simply mean: turn away from yourself! Take up your
cross!” we are called to open ourselves to the flood of Love Divine, that is both death to ourselves
and openness to God and to each and to all.

In the beginning of the Gospel of Saint John we are told, "And the Word was with God"; in the
Greek it says "Godwards". The Word, the Son had no other love, no other thought, no other
movement but towards the Beloved One, giving Himself to Him Who gave Himself perfectly to
Him.

Let us learn the glory of crucified Love, of this Love sacrificial which is in the words of the Old
Testament, stronger than death, stronger than hell, stronger than all things because it is Divine Life
conquering us and poured through us onto all those who need to be loved in order to come to Life,
to believe in Love and themselves to become children of Love, children of Light, inherit the Life
eternal.
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Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church
Deguel el

The Saint Nicholas Orthodox
Church Banquet Hall is the perfect
venue for your next wedding
reception, baptism, graduation,
birthday, or conference. We offer
a range of professional banquet
and catering services with a vast
and eclectic menu, showcasing a
variety of catering options and
premium beverages. Our friendly
and professionally trained staff will
work with you to identify your
needs within your budget to create
a personal and memorable event.

BANQUET HALL AMENITIES

Over 6000 square feet with a full bar }""é- e

350 capacity with dining LB Pyt

25ft x 25ft dance floor ShEas ; '

Lighting & Sound . AR .
. N . N el &

On-site catering with staff T e e i

Fully equipped industrial kitchen
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware,
silverware available

Set up, take down, and cleaning services
Complimentary parking lot

Wheelchair accessible




RECENT TRANSACTIONS
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302 28th Ave, San Frandsco 2697 Mission St, San Francisco
- -

160 Athol Ave, Dakland 3134 24th St, San Franciscoe 2884 Mission St, San Francsco 3801 Mission St, San Francisco

Considering Buying or Selling a Multifamily Property? Hanna J Azar

Broker Associate
415.875.0177

hannajohn.azar@compass.com
Bayareamultifamilybroker.com
CA DRE 802005698

Over 100+ million in real estate transaction experience.

Specializing in multifamily, mixed-use and commercial
properties in the San Francisco Bay Area.

Contact me for commercial real estate inquiries ora
complimentary, no-obligation, opinion of value of your One

property
COMPASS | COMMERCIAL

Compass ks 3 real estate brokeer lioersed by the State of Colfornia cperating under misdtiple entities. Ucenss Numbers 01591628, 1327235, 1527365, 1356742, 1423761, 1597075, 1935355, 1963027,
1842567, 1865607, 156677), 1527205, 1075008, 1272467, Al materty & inmended for informational purposes onty and (s compied from sourtes deemed rebabile Bont Is subject %o emors, omissions,
ChaNgEs N Price, conamon, syle, o withdrawal without nctice, No statement Is made 35 to the accumacy of any descripmon or measremeants |Incuding square footagel. This Is not intended to sobck
property slready Inted . No Ainanchy or legal advice prowided. Egual Howsieg Opportunity
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Follow us on [§] [E) @mosaicmarketbayarea
() 9 37th street & El Camino, San Mateo +1650-477-2099




,§§ SAADEH LAW

JOHN SAADEH,

ESQ. MBA o  BUSINESS LAW

[E]] ReAL ESTATE LAW

ESTATE PLANNING

1 Saadehlawfirm.com
john@saadehlawfirm.com

333 Cellert blvd, Ste. 14& m‘\ (I | [
Dalyﬂity, CA 94015 ™ - o
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THE REPRESENTING VICTIMS
ICHAEL  OF SERIOUS PERSONAL INJURY
LAW FIRM & WRONGFUL DEATH

jous injuries or lost a
to,someone else’s

¥ (Fires/Explosions)

dtorcycle Crashes

T/ Lyft/Taxi Accidents
alls (Slip/Trip) & Construction

(415) 447-9833 © ISSA MICHAEL, ESO.
MichaelLawCA.com Trial Attorney Since 1996
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