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Sunday, September 24, 2023
Proto-martyr Thekla, equal-to-the-Apostles

ﬁjl—‘:) MEMORIAL SERVICES ﬁlj@
6 Month Memorial service for the servant of God, +Shady Isa Martha will be held this Sunday,

offered by the his family.
May His Memory be Eternal!

THE EPISTLE: 2 Timothy. (3:10-15)

Timothy, my son, you have observed my teaching, my conduct, my aim in life, my faith, my
patience, my love, my steadfastness, my persecutions, my sufferings, what befell me at Antioch, at
Iconium, and at Lystra. What persecutions | endured! Yet from them all, the Lord rescued me.
Indeed, all, who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, while evil men and
impostors will go on from bad to worse, deceivers and deceived. But as for you, continue in what
you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it and how from
childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to instruct you for
salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.
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THE GOSPEL.: Luke. (5:1-11)

At that time, Jesus was standing by the lake of Gennesaret. And He saw two boats by the lake; but
the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets. Getting into one of the boats,
which was Simon’s, Jesus asked him to put out a little from the land. And He sat down and taught
the people from the boat. And when Jesus had finished speaking, He said to Simon, “Put out into
the deep and let down your nets for a catch.” And Simon answered, “Master, we toiled all night



mailto:info@stnicholas-sf.com
http://www.stnicholas-sf.com/
mailto:revbaalbaki@yahoo.com

and took nothing! But at Thy word I will let down the nets.” And when they had done this, they
enclosed a great shoal of fish; and as their nets were breaking, they beckoned to their partners in
the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both the boats, so that they began
to sink. But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Depart from me, for I
am a sinful man, O Lord.” For he was astonished, and all that were with him, at the catch of fish,
which they had taken; and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with
Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; henceforth you will be catching men.” And
when they had brought their boats to land, they left everything and followed Him.
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ALTAR CANDLE OFFERING:
i Offered by St. Nicholas Church for the good health and well-being of Yousef Jerious
Tannous & Family, Abboud & Darlene Jadelrab and Nadim & Basma Howell.
God Bless and Many Years!
i Offered by Yousef, Tariqg & Marya, and Rami Rantisi for the good health of their
parents Michael & Nadia Rantisi on the occasion of their Wedding Anniversary.
God Bless and Many Years!

Holy Bread of Oblation

1 Offered by David Hanhan and his family, in loving memory of his mother
Afdokia Hanhan and his son Joseph David Hanhan.
May Their Memory Be Eternal!

CHURCH ANNUAL FESTIVALS:
» St. John the Evangelist (Orinda, Fr. Nicholas Borzghol): September 23-24th
> St. Nicholas Church (San Francisco, Fr. George Baalbaki): October 7t-8th

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND EVENTS:
ST. NICHOLAS CHURCH CHOIR: We are looking for men and women who would be
interested in singing with the choir on Sundays. If interested, please contact Fr. George or Theresa
Cardinale, the choir director at theresacardinale@hotmail.com
ST. NICHOLAS CHURCH ANNUAL FESTIVAL CAR RAFFLE TICKETS: Our annual car

raffle tickets with a grand prize of a brand new Tesla is back! $50 Per ticket. Please contact Elias
Batshon (650) 580-7185 to purchase.

TREE OF LIFE: If you would like to purchase a Leaf with your name or a loved one’s name
engraved to hang on the Tree, please contact the Church office (415) 648-5200.




Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh
On being true to oneself

Time and again I am asked by people on a concrete occasion ‘What is the Will of God for me now,
in the nearest future?’ And I always refuse to speak in God's own Name, because I believe that all
I, or any priest, can do is to stand before God in awe, and say, ‘Lord, Thou art the Truth, Thou art
Life, Thou are also the Way — teach this person; be to this person the Way, enlighten this person
with the truth, and bring him to such plenitude of life as no one can either convey or give’.
And yet there are things which can be done. Each of us is a freeman of God, as St. Paul said
clearly, He says there was a time when we all were slaves of Satan, slaves of our passions, of our
fears, slaves of all the things that press on all sides and do not allow us to be true people. In Christ
freedom is granted; not licence, but the freedom to be ourselves, the freedom to grow into the
fullness of the stature which God has dreamt for us, to grow into fullness that will make us truly
living members of the Body of Christ, partakers of the Divine Nature.
On whatever step of our spiritual development we are, the first thing which is required of us is that
we should be true to ourselves: not to try to be anyone except the person we are; not to try to ape
any behaviour, to force ourselves into any mould in heart, in mind, in will which could be a lie
before God, to lie to ourselves, a deception for others. The first rule is to be true to ourselves; and
to be true with all the integrity, all the passion, all the joy of which we are capable. And what does
this mean? Apart from what | said a moment ago, it means that we must find who we are not only
socially, but at another level. And to do this, we can read the Gospel which is an image of what a
true human being is; not a book of commandments, of orders, as it were, given by God, ‘Do this,
and you will be right in My sight” — no: it is a picture of what a real human being thinks, feels,
does and is. Let us look into the Gospel as one looks into a mirror, and we will discover that in so
many ways we are a distorted image but that in a few ways perhaps, we are a true human being
already, at least potentially. Let us mark those passages of which we can say, like Luke and
Cleophas on the way to Emmaeus: Does not my heart burn within me when | hear, when | read
these words? How beautiful they are! How true! That is life!.. And if you find one passage or
another to which you respond this way, rejoice; because at that point God has reached you at the
deepest level of your being, revealed to you who you truly are; but at the same time revealed to
you Who He truly is, shown you that you and He are in harmony; that if you only become what
you already, potentially, truly are, you will become His like, the like of God; a true undistorted
Image — at least in one or two things.
Then there is another move; if we want to be truly ourselves, we must remember that God does not
expect us to be what we are not, but what we are. And that we can stand before God, and say to
Him, 'Lord! | have read this and that in the Gospel; | understand it with my mind; | believe in my
heart that it must be true; but it does not set my mind aglow, my heart on fire; it does not stir my
will, it does not transform me yet. Accept me as | am! | will change — but for the moment | cannot
respond to such a commandment, to such an example. There is a passage so beautiful, to me, in the
writings of St. Mark the Ascetic in which he says, ‘If God stood before you, and said, Do this, and
do that — and your heart could not answer '‘Amen' — don't do it; because God does not need your
action: He needs your consent, and harmony between Him and you’.
Let us therefore try when we ask ourselves in an attempt to find out what the Will of God is for us,
not in the absolute, but now: where do | already stand? What can | already now be and do, and do
it wholeheartedly with God? — because in the end, the aim of our spiritual life, of our life and our
faith in Christ does not consist in being drilled into doing one thing rather than the other; it is to




establish between God and us a relationship of true friendship, of a joy of mutual freedom, and
within this freedom, within this friendship, in response to God's love, to God's respect for us, to the
faith He has in us, to the hope He has vested in us, and say 'This person has understood that he is
not a slave, that he is My friend — and He is our friend. What a joy! And it is a gift of God, which
we can give Him as we received it from Him!
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Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church
Deguel el

The Saint Nicholas Orthodox
Church Banquet Hall is the perfect
venue for your next wedding
reception, baptism, graduation,
birthday, or conference. We offer
a range of professional banquet
and catering services with a vast
and eclectic menu, showcasing a
variety of catering options and
premium beverages. Our friendly
and professionally trained staff will
work with you to identify your
needs within your budget to create
a personal and memorable event.

BANQUET HALL AMENITIES

Over 6000 square feet with a full bar }""é- e

350 capacity with dining LB Pyt

25ft x 25ft dance floor ShEas ; '

Lighting & Sound . AR .
. N . N el &

On-site catering with staff T e e i

Fully equipped industrial kitchen
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware,
silverware available

Set up, take down, and cleaning services
Complimentary parking lot

Wheelchair accessible




RECENT TRANSACTIONS

1B4 Centre St, Mountain Yiew 280 San Felipe Ave, San Bruno 868 Shotwell St, San Francisco 2BA4 21st 5t, San Francisco
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302 28th Ave, San Frandsco 2697 Mission St, San Francisco
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160 Athol Ave, Dakland 3134 24th St, San Franciscoe 2884 Mission St, San Francsco 3801 Mission St, San Francisco

Considering Buying or Selling a Multifamily Property? Hanna J Azar

Broker Associate
415.875.0177

hannajohn.azar@compass.com
Bayareamultifamilybroker.com
CA DRE 802005698

Over 100+ million in real estate transaction experience.

Specializing in multifamily, mixed-use and commercial
properties in the San Francisco Bay Area.

Contact me for commercial real estate inquiries ora
complimentary, no-obligation, opinion of value of your One

property
COMPASS | COMMERCIAL

Compass ks 3 real estate brokeer lioersed by the State of Colfornia cperating under misdtiple entities. Ucenss Numbers 01591628, 1327235, 1527365, 1356742, 1423761, 1597075, 1935355, 1963027,
1842567, 1865607, 156677), 1527205, 1075008, 1272467, Al materty & inmended for informational purposes onty and (s compied from sourtes deemed rebabile Bont Is subject %o emors, omissions,
ChaNgEs N Price, conamon, syle, o withdrawal without nctice, No statement Is made 35 to the accumacy of any descripmon or measremeants |Incuding square footagel. This Is not intended to sobck
property slready Inted . No Ainanchy or legal advice prowided. Egual Howsieg Opportunity
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Follow us on [§] [E) @mosaicmarketbayarea
() 9 37th street & El Camino, San Mateo +1650-477-2099




,§§ SAADEH LAW

JOHN SAADEH,

ESQ. MBA o  BUSINESS LAW

[E]] ReAL ESTATE LAW

ESTATE PLANNING

1 Saadehlawfirm.com
john@saadehlawfirm.com

333 Cellert blvd, Ste. 14& m‘\ (I | [
Dalyﬂity, CA 94015 ™ - o
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THE REPRESENTING VICTIMS
ICHAEL  OF SERIOUS PERSONAL INJURY
LAW FIRM & WRONGFUL DEATH

jous injuries or lost a
to,someone else’s

¥ (Fires/Explosions)

dtorcycle Crashes

T/ Lyft/Taxi Accidents
alls (Slip/Trip) & Construction

(415) 447-9833 © ISSA MICHAEL, ESO.
MichaelLawCA.com Trial Attorney Since 1996




	كنيسة مار نقولا الأنطاكية الأرثوذكسية
	St. Nicholas Orthodox Church  Antiochian Archdiocese of North America

