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St. Nicholas Orthodox Church

Antiochian Archdiocese of North America
Diocese of Los Angeles and the West
5200 Diamond Heights Blvd., San Francisco, CA 94131
Tel: (415) 648~5200
Email: info@stnicholas-sf.com--website:stnicholas-sf.com
His Eminence Metropolitan SABA, Archbishop
of New York and Metropolitan of all North America
Pastor, V. Rev. Fr. George Baalbaki
(586) 214-4428 revbaalbaki@yahoo.com
Sub-Dn. llyan Baalbaki
Sub-Dn. Tariq Rantisi
Parish Council Chairman: Salim Qaru
Parish Council Vice Chairman: Azar Azar

Sunday, January 14, 2024

House Blessing
As the tradition of our Orthodox Church, V. Rev. Fr. George Baalbaki started his visitation for
house blessings. If you would like the priest to bless your home, please call the church office 415-
648-5200 or Fr. George’s cellphone: 586-214-4428 to schedule a visit.

THE EPISTLE: Ephesians. (4:7-13)

Brethren, grace was given to each of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift. Therefore, it is
said, “When He ascended on high He led a host of captives, and He gave gifts to men.” (In saying,
“He ascended,” what does it mean but that He had also descended into the lower parts of the earth?
He who descended is He who also ascended far above all the heavens, that He might fill all
things.) And His gifts were that some should be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some
pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of
Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to
mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.
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THE GOSPEL: Matthew. (4:12-17)

At that time, when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew into Galilee; and leaving
Nazareth he went and dwelt in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulon and Naphtali, so
that what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: “The land of Zebulon and the land
of Naphtali, toward the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles—the people who sat in
darkness have seen a great light, and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death light has

dawned.” From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of Heaven is at
hand.”
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1 Offered by Mary Hanhan for the good health of Mimi Hanhan, Chuck, Randy Hanhan
and families Nadene Msalam and family, Aho’s families. God Bless and Many Years!
Also in loving memory of Basem Hanhan, Shukri & Wadia Hanhan, Nakleh & Ellen
Aho and Rimon Dabit. May their memory be eternal!

1 Offered by Maha Dabit for the good health of Alex, Christopher Dabit and Alexis, Emile
and Baby Ramsey Nijmeh. God Bless and Many Years! Also in loving memory of Rimon
Dabit, Nakleh & Ellen Aho, Basem Hanhan, Iskandar & Nahil Dabit. May their memory
be eternal!

i Offered by Afaf Dudum in loving memory of Tom Dudum on the occasion of his heavenly
birthday on January 14". May his memory be eternal!

 Offered by the Atwan family in loving memory of Basima Atwan on the occasion of her
heavenly birthday on January 13". May her memory be eternal!

Holy Bread of Oblation
1 Offered by David Hanhan and his family, in loving memory of his mother
Afdokia Hanhan and his son Joseph David Hanhan.
May Their Memory Be Eternal!

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND EVENTS:
GENERAL PARISH MEETING & INSTALLATION OF THE COUNCIL MEMBERS:
January 28, 2024, The main item on the agenda is to discuss and approve a budget for 2024.
All church members can attend the meeting but in order to have the right to vote, you have to be
spiritually qualified, a member in good standing, and dues for 2023 should be paid. Thank you!
2024 PARISH LIFE CONFERENCE: PLC will be held at the Westin in Tucson, AZ from July
3-7", hosted by Holy Resurrection Church. To register, please visit
https://www.antiochianevents.org/events/diocese-of-los-angeles-and-the-west-3/
TREE OF LIFE: If you would like to purchase a Leaf with your name or a loved one’s name
engraved to hang on the Tree, please contact the Church office.
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Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh
Remission of sins

Very often people come to confession and repeat sins which they have confessed time and
again. The priest does not know what to do with it, neither does the one who comes to confession;
it seems that he simply is in the power of these sins.

| would like to remind you — not to remind you, because for most of you it is not a reminder, it
IS as warning — that when old age comes upon us, a moment comes when we cannot repulse,
reject the thoughts that arise in us, and then we are confronted with memories that are for us a
terror and a horror.

| remember an old woman who came to me and said: "l don't know what to do. | can't sleep any
more, when the night comes, memories of the past surge up in me, it is always memories of evil,
memories of sin, memories of ugliness, and | don't know what to do. | asked for help from the
doctor; he gave me sleeping pills, but instead of curing me, they transformed the memories into
delirium against which I can do nothing". I said to her: "Thank God for this". God grants us to re-
live our lives time and again, not in the sense that we come back to life after death in re-
incarnation, but time and again memories of the past surge up in us and claim our attention. As
though God was saying to us: "This has happened in your life; this sin you have committed; these
words, cruel, harsh, you have spoken to someone; you have wounded the soul of so and so. What
IS your attitude now? When you sinned twenty, thirty, forty years ago, you probably did not
understand about life most of what you understand now. But now, enriched by years of
experience, what would you do if you were transported again to that moment which comes like a
delirious dream to you? What would you do? Would you say the same words? Would you do the
same thing? Would you sin again in the same manner? Instead of trying to escape the memory, go
back to that moment and ask yourself: *"Now, enriched by the experience of many years, would |
do the same? Would | speak the same words? Would | wound a person the way | did?" And if you
can say with all your heart, all your mind, all your soul, all your determination "No, this would be
impossible now" then the sin which has come to your memory, will drop into non-existence. But
until you can confess it to God and to yourself, until you can recognise it as evil and reject it with
all your being, it is not a sin of the past, it has remained a sin of your present, your present day
sinfulness, nothing else.

Another example comes to my mind, that of an old woman who was dying. She made a
confession and | felt there was something lacking in it and | said to her: "Before | give you
absolution, tell me, are you at peace with everyone?" And she said: "With every one but one
person, and that person I shall never forgive" "In that case,” | said, "I cannot give you absolution
and | refuse to give you Communion™. "But | cannot die into eternal death”. "You shall, until you
put right your life now, before death has come to you. | give you an hour; in an hour | will come
back and you have to answer my question".

| came back an hour later; she received me with shining eyes and said: "Thank you for not being
merciful to me. | rang this person whom | hated for years and we have made our peace; he is
coming presently, and now | can say | have forgiven him from the bottom of my heart, with all
my being". Then | gave her absolution and Communion, and having met this person, she died in
peace.

| give you these thoughts and these examples because | think we ought not to wait for the hour
of death, we ought not to wait until old age makes us victims of these atrocious memories, of this
delirium of sin which we thought belonged to the past and which has remained to the present.




Let us reflect on this, and when we think that we will come to confession and say: "Father, |
have done this and that", let us stop before we come to the confession and ask ourselves: "How is
it that | have not repented? How is it that this sin is still my present condition?", ask ourselves:
"Why, how has it become so powerful over me?" And then act; act passionately; act daringly to
free ourselves from things small or big.

If we do not do that every time, sin emerges from the depths of our memory, of our soul, and a
day will come when we are confronted with it in old age in the way in which this woman was.
She got rid of it all, because she understood, but how many do not.

Let us, therefore, with all our energy, all our courage, face our past, everything in it, and cleanse
it, because as long as this past is not cleansed it is our present.

May God's mercy be on us; may His light shine upon us, may His grace lead us into true
repentance and into newness of life.
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Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church
Denguel el

The Saint Nicholas Orthodox
Church Banquet Hall is the perfect
venue for your next wedding
reception, baptism, graduation,
birthday, or conference. We offer
a range of professional banquet
and catering services with a vast
and eclectic menu, showcasing a
variety of catering options and
premium beverages. Our friendly
and professionally trained staff will
work with you to identify your
needs within your budget to create
a personal and memorable event.

BANQUET HALL AMENITIES

Over 6000 square feet with a full bar '}}g e

350 capacity with dining LR Py,

25ft x 25ft dance floor P >

Lighting & Sound - 2 L
: : : N e

On-site catering with staff A - or, o e S

Fully equipped industrial kitchen
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware,
silverware available

Set up, take down, and cleaning services
Complimentary parking lot

Wheelchair accessible
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Considering Buying or Selling a Multifamily Property? Hanna J Azar

Broker Associate
415.875.0177

hannajohn.azar@compass.com
Bayareamultifamilybroker.com
CA DRE 802005698

Over 100+ million in real estate transaction experience.

Specializing in multifamily, mixed-use and commercial
properties in the San Francisco Bay Area.

Contact me for commercial real estate inquiries ora
complimentary, no-obligation, opinion of value of your One

property
COMPASS | COMMERCIAL

Compass ks 3 real estate brokeer lioersed by the State of Colfornia cperating under misdtiple entities. Ucenss Numbers 01591628, 1327235, 1527365, 1356742, 1423761, 1597075, 1935355, 1963027,
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ChaNgEs N Price, conamon, syle, o withdrawal without nctice, No statement Is made 35 to the accumacy of any descripmon or measremeants |Incuding square footagel. This Is not intended to sobck
property slready Inted . No Ainanchy or legal advice prowided. Egual Howsieg Opportunity
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Follow us on [§] [E) @mosaicmarketbayarea
() 9 37th street & El Camino, San Mateo +1650-477-2099




,§§ SAADEH LAW

JOHN SAADEH,

ESQ. MBA o  BUSINESS LAW

[E]] ReAL ESTATE LAW

ESTATE PLANNING

1 Saadehlawfirm.com
john@saadehlawfirm.com

333 Cellert blvd, Ste. 14& m‘\ (I | [
Dalyﬂity, CA 94015 ™ - o
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Commercial and Residential Real Estate
BRE # 00550532
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THE REPRESENTING VICTIMS
ICHAEL  OF SERIOUS PERSONAL INJURY
LAW FIRM & WRONGFUL DEATH

jous injuries or lost a
to,someone else’s

¥ (Fires/Explosions)

dtorcycle Crashes

T/ Lyft/Taxi Accidents
alls (Slip/Trip) & Construction

(415) 447-9833 © ISSA MICHAEL, ESO.
MichaelLawCA.com Trial Attorney Since 1996
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