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St. Nicholas Orthodox Church

Antiochian Archdiocese of North America
Diocese of Los Angeles and the West
5200 Diamond Heights Blvd., San Francisco, CA 94131
Tel: (415) 648~5200
Email: info@stnicholas-sf.com--website:stnicholas-sf.com
His Eminence Metropolitan SABA, Archbishop
of New York and Metropolitan of all North America
Pastor, V. Rev. Fr. George Baalbaki
(586) 214-4428 revbaalbaki@yahoo.com
Sub-Dn. llyan Baalbaki
Sub-Dn. Tariq Rantisi
Parish Council Chairman: Salim Qaru
Parish Council Vice Chairman: Azar Azar

Sunday, January 07, 2024
Synaxis of the Holy Prophet, Forerunner & Baptist John
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January 6" is the Great Feast of Theophany
(ouldaidly 1 ) 9edill 2
We will have evening service on Friday, January 5th at 6PM
Service of Water Blessing will take place after service.
House Blessing Starts on Monday, January 8™
As the tradition of our Orthodox Church, V. Rev. Fr. George Baalbaki will start
his visitation for house blessings on Monday, January 8". If you would like the
priest to bless your home, please call the church office 415-648-5200 or
e Fr. George’s cellphone: 586-214-4428 to schedule a visit.
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QATAYEF: This Sunday, January 7, following Church service, we will have Qatayef offered
by Radi and Janet Bagleh. God bless you and your family. s sl 5 ale JS

THE EPISTLE: Acts (19:1-8)

In those days, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul passed through the upper country and came to
Ephesus. There he found some disciples. And he said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit
when you believed?” And they said, “No, we have never even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.”
And he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They said, “Into John’s baptism.” And Paul
said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the One Who
was to come after him, that is, Jesus.” On hearing this, they were baptized in the Name of the Lord
Jesus. And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Spirit came on them; and they spoke
with tongues and prophesied. There were about twelve of them in all. And he entered the
synagogue and for three months spoke boldly, arguing and pleading about the Kingdom of God.
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THE GOSPEL.: John. (1:29-34)

At that time, John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, Who takes
away the sin of the world! This is He of Whom I said, ‘After me comes a man Who ranks before
me, for He was before me.” I myself did not know Him; but for this I came baptizing with water,
that He might be revealed to Israel.” And John bore witness, “I saw the Spirit descend as a dove
from heaven, and it remained on Him. | myself did not know Him; but He Who sent me to baptize
with water said to me, ‘He on Whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is He Who
baptizes with the Holy Spirit.” And I have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of
God.”
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Q‘QOffered by St. Nicholas Church for the good health of all who are named Hanna, John or
Johnny on the occasion of the Names’s Day after St. John the Baptist especially: Hanna Azar,
Hanna Ghattas, Hanna Shami, Hanna Khoury, Hanna Khoury, Deacon John Dibs, John
Fashho, Johny Katout, Johnny Khoury, John Lahlouh, John Rizgallah, John Saba, John
Abdallah Shami, Johnny Shami, Johnny Awwad, John Siner, Dr. Elias Hanna, Ibrahim &
Somaya Hanna and the Entire Hanna Family. God Bless and Many Years! Also in loving
memory of Abdallah Hanna Shami, Hanna Salim Shnoudi, Hanna Najib Batshon, Hanna
Skef, John Saleh, Hanna Shami, Hanna George Karkar, Hanna Qaqundah, John Thome,
and Deacon John Tershay.
May their memory be eternal!

Holy Bread of Oblation

7 Offered by David Hanhan and his family, in loving memory of his mother Afdokia Hanhan
and his son Joseph David Hanhan. May Their Memory Be Eternal!

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND EVENTS:
GENERAL PARISH MEETING & INSTALLATION OF THE COUNCIL MEMBERS:

January 28, 2024, more details to follow.

2024 PARISH LIFE CONFERENCE: PLC will be held at the Westin in Tucson, AZ from
July 3-7™ hosted by Holy Resurrection Church. To register, please visit
https://www.antiochianevents.org/events/diocese-of-los-angeles-and-the-west-3/

TREE OF LIFE: If you would like to purchase a Leaf with your name or a loved one’s name
engraved to hang on the Tree, please contact the Church office.
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Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh
BAPTISM OF CHRIST

When a human enters into the world, he enters from nowhere, of total, radical absence
enters through the gates of time in order to grow into eternity. He enters an ephemeral world
in order to become citizen of God’s Kingdom. When Christ was born, the Eternal entered
into the narrow limits of time; He Who was immensity itself was limited by space and
became a man in the flesh although the fullness of the Godhead abided, dwelt in this human
frame. He entered into a world of sin in order to overcome sin, and in a world of suffering to
endure it all together with us.

But on the day of His Incarnation God delivered unto us in the frailty of the child of
Bethlehem the fullness of His love, and love is always defenseless and frail, abandoned and
surrendered. It was an act of God by which He gave Himself to us and in which the humanity
of the Incarnate Son of God was helplessly delivered into the history of mankind.

When we are baptised, we are plugged into waters that cleanse us from sin. When Christ
came unto Jordan, He came sinless, but this time in the maturity of manhood, at a point at
which His human will, identified with the will of God, made Him a self-offering; He brought
Himself there to begin, to start the way to the Cross. Thousands were baptised in the Jordan,
and each of them proclaimed his sins and these waters of Jordan were heavy with the
murderous sins of men. Christ had no sin to proclaim and to confess, and when He entered
into these waters of Jordan, He entered, to use an image of a contemporary divine, as one
plunges, walks into a dye — He was dyed with the darkness of our sins. He came out of it
carrying all the sins of the world. He came out of the waters of Jordan loaded with the
condemnations that lay upon the world. And this is the time when He begins His ascent to
the Cross.

We are now keeping the feast of the Baptism of Christ, a dread event, an event that should
keep us spellbound, in awe: Him Who is pure shares the impurity of human sin so that He
may save us. We will bless the waters, the natural waters that surround us. Let us pray the
Lord to send upon these waters grace and blessing for them to become pure and holy,
endowed with the power to cleanse and to renew, to make us and all the objects and all the
places where they will be sprinkled, partakers of this purity of the waters of Jordan which
had touched the holy and pure body of the Incarnation, of The One Who had taken upon
Himself all the evil of world. Let us pray that the grace of the Spirit of God may come upon
these waters and that they may be truly blessing and salvation by the power of Christ, by the
power and dwelling of the Holy Spirit.
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Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church
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The Saint Nicholas Orthodox
Church Banquet Hall is the perfect
venue for your next wedding
reception, baptism, graduation,
birthday, or conference. We offer
a range of professional banquet
and catering services with a vast
and eclectic menu, showcasing a
variety of catering options and
premium beverages. Our friendly
and professionally trained staff will
work with you to identify your
needs within your budget to create
a personal and memorable event.

BANQUET HALL AMENITIES

Over 6000 square feet with a full bar '}}g e

350 capacity with dining LR Py,

25ft x 25ft dance floor P >

Lighting & Sound - 2 L
: : : N e

On-site catering with staff A - or, o e S

Fully equipped industrial kitchen
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware,
silverware available

Set up, take down, and cleaning services
Complimentary parking lot

Wheelchair accessible




RECENT TRANSACTIONS
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Considering Buying or Selling a Multifamily Property? Hanna J Azar

Broker Associate
415.875.0177

hannajohn.azar@compass.com
Bayareamultifamilybroker.com
CA DRE 802005698

Over 100+ million in real estate transaction experience.

Specializing in multifamily, mixed-use and commercial
properties in the San Francisco Bay Area.

Contact me for commercial real estate inquiries ora
complimentary, no-obligation, opinion of value of your One

property
COMPASS | COMMERCIAL

Compass ks 3 real estate brokeer lioersed by the State of Colfornia cperating under misdtiple entities. Ucenss Numbers 01591628, 1327235, 1527365, 1356742, 1423761, 1597075, 1935355, 1963027,
1842567, 1865607, 156677), 1527205, 1075008, 1272467, Al materty & inmended for informational purposes onty and (s compied from sourtes deemed rebabile Bont Is subject %o emors, omissions,
ChaNgEs N Price, conamon, syle, o withdrawal without nctice, No statement Is made 35 to the accumacy of any descripmon or measremeants |Incuding square footagel. This Is not intended to sobck
property slready Inted . No Ainanchy or legal advice prowided. Egual Howsieg Opportunity
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Follow us on [§] [E) @mosaicmarketbayarea
() 9 37th street & El Camino, San Mateo +1650-477-2099




,§§ SAADEH LAW

JOHN SAADEH,

ESQ. MBA o  BUSINESS LAW

[E]] ReAL ESTATE LAW

ESTATE PLANNING

1 Saadehlawfirm.com
john@saadehlawfirm.com

333 Cellert blvd, Ste. 14& m‘\ (I | [
Dalyﬂity, CA 94015 ™ - o
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: JERIES TANNOUS
Commercial and Residential Real Estate
BRE # 00550532
Cell: (6501740-9263
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THE REPRESENTING VICTIMS
ICHAEL  OF SERIOUS PERSONAL INJURY
LAW FIRM & WRONGFUL DEATH

jous injuries or lost a
to,someone else’s

¥ (Fires/Explosions)

dtorcycle Crashes

T/ Lyft/Taxi Accidents
alls (Slip/Trip) & Construction

(415) 447-9833 © ISSA MICHAEL, ESO.
MichaelLawCA.com Trial Attorney Since 1996
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