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NATIVITY FAST: November 15th - December 24th 

We would like to wish you a happy Advent season! 
 

 

THE EPISTLE: Ephesians. (6:10-17) 
Brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. Put on the whole armor of God, 
that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we are not contending against 
flesh and blood, but against the principalities, against the powers, against the world rulers of this 
present darkness, against the spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. Therefore, take 
the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to 
stand. Stand, therefore, having girded your loins with truth, and having put on the breastplate of 
righteousness, and having shod your feet with the equipment of the gospel of peace; besides all 
these, taking the shield of faith, with which you can quench all the flaming darts of the evil one. 
And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 

 .سسَُفأ :ةلاسرلا
 َّدضِ تْسَیْل اَنَتعَرَاصمُ َّنإف .سیلبإ دِِیاكمَ َّدضِ اوُفقَِت نْأ اوعیطَتسَْتلِ لَمِاكلاِ الله حَلاسِ اوسَُبلإ .ھِِترَدُْق ِةَّزعِ يفو بَِّّرلا يف اوَّوَقَت ُ،ةوخإ ای
 كَلِذلف .تاوامَّسلا يف ةَِّیحِورلا رَِّّشلا دِانجْأ َّدضِ ،رِھَّْدلا اذھ ةِمَلْظُ مَِلاع ،مَِلاعلا ِةلاوُ َّدضِ ،نِیطلاَّسلا َّدضِ ،تِاسائرِّلا َّدضِ لَْب ،مٍحَْلوَ مٍَد
 مكُءَاقحأ نیقطِنْمَمُ نَْذإ اوُتُبثاف .نوُتُبْثَت ءٍيش َّلكُ مُْتمَّْمَت اذإ ىّتحَ ،رِیرشّلا مِویلا يفَ ةمَواقملا اوعیطتسَْتلِ لِمِاكلاِ الله حَلاسِ اولمِحْا
 نْأ نوردِقَْت ھِِب يذلا نِامیلإا سَرُْت كَلِذ لِّكُ ىلعً ةولاعَ اوُلمِحاو .ملاَّسلا لِیجنإ دِادعِْتسْاب مكُمَادقَْأ اوُلعِنأو .رِّبلا عَرْدِ نَیسِبلاو ،قِّحلاب
 .ةملكلا وھ يذلاِ حورلا فَیسو صِلاخلاَ ةَذوخ اوُذخَِتاو .ةبھَِتلْمُلْا رِیرِّشِلا مِاھسِ عَیمج اوُئفِطُْت

THE GOSPEL: Luke (13:10-17) 
At that time, Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath.  And there was a woman 
who had had a spirit of infirmity for eighteen years; she was bent over and could not fully 
straighten herself.  And when Jesus saw her, He called her and said to her, “Woman, you are freed 
from your infirmity.”  And He laid His hands upon her, and immediately she was made straight, 
and she praised God.  But the ruler of the synagogue, indignant because Jesus had healed on the 
Sabbath, said to the people, “There are six days on which work ought to be done; come on those 



 

 

Holy Bread of Oblation 
V Offered by David Hanhan and his family, in loving memory of his mother Afdokia Hanhan 

and his son Joseph David Hanhan. May Their Memory Be Eternal! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 اقول: لیجنلإا
ّلعی عُوسی نَاك ،نِامزلا كَلذ يف  لاً ةَیِنحَنْمُ تَْناكو ً،ةَنسََ ةرَشْعَ ينامَثُ ذنْمُ ضٍرَمَ حُور اھَِب ٍةأرمْاِب اذإو .تِبسلا مَوَْیِ عمِاجملا دِحَأ يف مُِ
 ،تْمَاقَتسْا لِاحلا يفو ،اھَیْلع ھِیَْدَی عَضَوَوَ .كِضِرَمَ نْمٌِ ةَقَلطْمُ كَِّنإ :اھََل لَاقو اھاعَد ،عُوسَی اھآرَ اَّمَلف َ.ةَّتَبلا بَصَِتنَْت نْأ عُیطَتسَْت
 نَوتْأَت اھیفَف .اھیف لُمََعلا يغَِبنَْی مٍاّیَأُ ةَّتسِ يَھِ ِ:عمْجَلْلِ لَاقو ،تِبَّْسلا يف عَوسی ءِاربْلإ ظٌاتغْمُ وَھُو ِ،عمَجْمَلا سُیئر بَاجَأَف .الله تَِدَّجمَو
 دِوَذْمِلْا نَمِ تِبَّْسلا يفُ هرَامحِ وَْأُ هرَوَْث ُّلحَُی مْكُنْمِ دٍحِاو ُّلكُ سَیْلأ !يِئارمُ ای :لَاقو ُّبَّرلا بَاجَأَف .تِبَّْسلا مِوَْی يف لا ،نَوُفشَْتسَْتو
 طِابرِّلا اذھ نْمِ قََلطُْت نْأ يغَِبنَْی نَاك امَأ ً،ةَنسَ ةرَشْعَ ينامَثُ ذنْمُ نُاطیَّْشلا اھطََبرَ يتلا مَیھاربإُ ةَنبْا يَھِو ،هِذِھَو ؟ھِیقسَْیَف ھِِب قُلِطَنَْیو
 ُ.ھنْمِ رُُدصَْت تَْناك يتلا ِةَدیجمَلا رِومُلأاِ عیمجَِب عُمْجَلا حَرَِفو ُ،ھمُوِاقی نَاك نْمَ ُّلكُ يَزِخَ ،اذھ لَاق اَّمَلو ؟تِبْسلا مَوی

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND EVENTS: 
BYZANTINE NATIVITY CAROL: TONIGHT, December 8th at 6PM. Come join us as we 
host the Sons of Antioch Byzantine Choir for their “The Word Made Flesh” series. Invite your 
family and friends, this will be a beautiful concert for everyone to enjoy. Hope to see you all there! 
LADIES CHRISTMAS GATHERING FOR CHARITY: Saturday, December 16th at 3pm- 
St. Nicholas Church Hall. Ladies, please join us with your family and friends for our Christmas 
gathering this year, for charity. Donation is $30, all proceeds will be going to charities. Show your 
solidarity and come dressed in your traditional Palestinian clothing. Main dish will be provided, 
please bring salad, sweets or fruits to share. To RSVP, please contact Randa Shatara at (415) 871-
1043 or the Church office at (415) 648-5200. We hope to see all of our ladies! 
SPECIAL CANDLE LIGHT VIGIL AND PRAYER: Thursday, December 21st at 6PM. 
Come join the St. Nicholas Young Adults for a special candle light service in solidarity with the 
martyrs of Gaza. All are welcome. Food will be available after in our hall. 
ST. NICHOLAS CHRISTMAS FAMILY NIGHT: Saturday, December 23rd. More info to 
come. 
 
 

ALTAR CANDLES     لكیھلا لیدانق  

Offered by Mike Tannous, Hani Tannous, Gihan Cosentino, Christine Jekelian and their 
families in Loving memory of their mother +Almaz Tannous. 

Also in loving memory of +Khalil Charles and +Asal Tannous, +Josef and +Margarit 
Hanhan. May Their Memory Be Eternal! 

 

from your infirmity.”  And He laid His hands upon her, and immediately she was made straight, 
and she praised God.  But the ruler of the synagogue, indignant because Jesus had healed on the 
Sabbath, said to the people, “There are six days on which work ought to be done; come on those 
days and be healed, and not on the Sabbath day.”  Then the Lord answered him, “You hypocrite!  
Does not each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or his ass from the manger, and lead it away to 
water it?  And ought not this woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan bound for eighteen 
years, be loosed from this bond on the Sabbath day?”  As Jesus said this, all His adversaries were 
put to shame; and all the people rejoiced at all the glorious things that were done by Him. 

CONGRATULATIONS: 
Congratulations and Best wishes to Ghazi, Rachal, Laila and Zaina Shami for churching of 

Fuad Ghazi Shami this past Sunday. God Bless and Many Years! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  

Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh 
MIRACLES OF CHRIST ON THE SABBATH DAY 

Time and again we read in the Gospel of the anger which the Lord Jesus Christ provoked by 
performing an act of mercy, a miracle of healing on a Sabbath day. And we cannot help asking 
ourselves a question: Why did He do it so constantly, so persistently, with such insistence? Could 
it be to challenge those who surrounded Him? Could it be to provoke them? Could it be simply a 
pedagogical action? I believe that there is a great deal more in His action. The Lord created the 
world in six days; on the seventh day He rested of His toils and labours. But what happened to the 
world then? The seventh day was the day when the world came into the hands of man to be 
brought to its fulfilment and to its completeness; the seventh day, the Sabbath of the Lord is the 
day of man. The whole of human history falls in that day. But God did not leave man to work 
alone as the Lord Jesus Christ says in the Gospel, as reported by Saint John, My Father still 
works, He shows His work to His Son for Him to fulfil them. And in another passage He teaches 
us, He tells us that His judgment is true because it is not His judgment; He hears the words of the 
Father and that is the judgment He pronounces.  

And so, history is the day of man, but man is called to be guided by the wisdom, by the love of 
God. It is because we are so often seeking for our own ways, it is because we do not ask ourselves 
what is God's way in one situation or the other that the world has become so ugly, and so 
frightening, and so tragic. There is a Hebrew poem that describes the misery of this world into 
which man does not bring the love of God; it says, Man has ceased to believe in God and love has 
departed this world. Men have hanged themselves in forests, have drowned themselves in lakes, 
in rivers. Heaven is no longer mirrored in the lakes, in the woods; the bird does no longer sing 
songs of paradise, and the Prophet himself on his pedestal has become a mere statue. Is this not 
what we have become? Not statues but so much alike the wife of Lot who turned back and who 
became a statue of salt. We have remained salt and yet we are petrified, immobile, we do not 
fulfil on earth this function of ours. And Christ shows us, by working His miracles, His acts of 
love and of compassion on Sabbath day, time and again, He Who is the only true man, the only 
man who is in total, ultimate oneness with God, what our part should be: take on the history of 
mankind, take every situation in which we or others find themselves, and carry them on our 
shoulders in an act of mercy and of love. A Western writer has said that a Christian is the one to 
whom God has committed the care of His world and of other people. Are we discharging this 
basic central commission of ours, do we care? We may care with tenderness, we may care sternly, 
but we must care.  

And then, this seventh day when God in His mercy and love has committed this world to our 
care, still can become the day of the Lord. And the City of man which is been built without God, 
which so often is like the Tower of Babel, may still unfold and attain the greatness and the 
holiness of the City of God in which the Lord Jesus Christ, true God but also true Man, is called 
to be a citizen, the heart of it, but also one of us. Is not this call great enough?  

Is not God's faith in us sufficiently inspiring? Are we going to defeat His hope, to reject His 
love for ourselves or for others? Or are we going to learn from the ways in which Christ fulfils 
His human vocation in the day of the Lord, shall we not learn from Him and together with Him 
build the world which God has dreamed, has willed and is still loving in his distress and so often 
in our betrayal of Him! 

Let us learn to love one another actively, bear one another's burdens, listen to the Living God 
when He speaks, listen with all our energy, look into His ways and be those who fulfil His will 
and bring the world to the perfect beauty He has willed for it! 

 



 

 

 ةراشبلاو الله دصق
 ةلاصأو فیرحت نیب
 اجًوّتم ھلامعأ لّك نم حارتسا امنیح لوّلأا تبسلا كلذ موی يف لّح امك ،دوجولا ىلإ اھزربأ نأ دعب ،ةقیلخلا ىلع الله ملاس لّحی مل 
 نأ ىوس قَبی ملو ،عنص ام لّك يف قّقحت دق ءيش لّك نم هدصق نّأ ينعی اذھ الله ملاسو .ھلاثمو ھتروص ىلع ناسنلإا قلخب اھاّیإ
  .ناسنلإا ،اھكلِمَ امّیس لا ،دصقلا اذھ يف ھقئلاخ لّك میقت
 يذلا ملاسلا اضًیأ لمح اذھ الله دصق لمح نمَ .میدقلا دھعلا يف تبسلا موی ةحارتسلاا ةّیصو ىنعم وھ الله دصق يف ناسنلإا ةماقإ
 الله عم ناسنلإا ةقلاع يف اضًیأ نكلو ،بلقلاو لقعلا يف ثّبنی ملاسلا اذھو .الله عم ةكرشلا وھو لاأ ،ھنم ریخلأا هدصق قیقحت لّلكی
 امھفرعی نأ ىلإ ونری بلق ،ھب نمؤی نم بلق يف نیَبوكسم ھحلاصو الله ةّبحم اھتاّیط يف لمحت الله ملاس يف ةماقلإاو .ھبیرق عمو
 ةفرعم ىلإو ،نوصلخی سانلا عیمج نأ دیری« الله نّأ دصقلا ناك نإف .مھلجأ نم ةلاصلا وأ مھاّیإ ھتمدخ ربع ءاوس ،ھبارتأ اضًیأ
 اذھ اولمحی نأ ىلإ روصعلا ربع هذیملات اعدو ،اننیب هدسّجو ھیبأ مساب عوسی ھنع رّبع دقو ،)٤ :٢ سواثومیت١( »نولبقُی قّحلا
 .ةنوكسملا لّك ىلإ ىرشب دصقلا
 بصتنت نأ ردقت ملو ةینحنم تناكو ةنس ةرشع يَتنثا فعض حور اھب ةأرما« ءافش لیجنإ يف انفقوتسی ،دصقلا اذھ نم اًقلاطنا
 يغبنی ماّیأ ةّتس يھ« :تبسلا موی ظفح ةّیضق نع ھعافد ةّیفلخ ىلع عمجملا سیئر اھلعتفا يتلا ةھجاوملا )١١ :١٣ اقول( »ةّتبلا
 الله ةّیضقل ،ھباوج يف ،ضرعی عوسی ىربنا يتلاو ،)١٤ :١٣ اقول( »تبسلا موی يف سیلو اوفشتساو اوتئا هذھ يفف لمعلا اھیف
 :دیعص نم رثكأ ىلع لصح اذھ .ةأرملا هذھل ھئاربإو ھلمع نم يّصلاخلا دصقلاو ناسنلإاو
 ،عوسی ھب ماق ام نّإف ،اًیلاتو .تبسلا موی مئاھبلل مھتیاقسب عوسی دھشتسا ثیح ،دوھیلل يّمویلا كولسلا صحف دیعص ىلع ،لاًوّأ
 ىلإ عمتستل عمجملا ىلإ تتأ يتلا ةأرملا نم لاو ھنم لا ،تبسلا نأشب ةعیرشلل ةفلاخم هرابتعا ىلإ ىقری لا ،مھكولس عم ةنراقملاب
 .تبسلا ظفح ةّیصو میمص نم وھ لب ،الله ةملك
 ضرفل عمجملل سیئرك ھبصنم مدختسا دقف .ھئایرب عُوسی ھھجاو ثیح ،عمجملا سیئر صخش يف نامیلإا شیع دیعص ىلع ،اًیناث
 ام ةنادلإ ھعقومو ،اھنم يّھللإا دصقلا فلاخب بعشلا ھمیلعت يف ھتطلسو ،الله ةملكل روتبم ریسفت يف ھناطلسو ،ھبارتأ ىلع ھسفن
 نم الله قّح ،ةّیصولا يف نماكلا قّحلا وحنَ ةلصوبلا بوّصو ءادلا ىلع ھَعبصإ عُوسی عضو .عیمجلا نم ىأرم ىلع عوسی ھب ماق
 .ھیوشت وأ فیرحت نود نم ھتملك فرعی نأب الله نم ناسنلإا قّحو ،ھعم ةكرشلاو ھصلاخ يأ ،ناسنلإا
 يف .عمجملا يف تبسلا موی نوكت نأ ةأرملا هذھب ادح نامیإ ،میھاربإ ھب ىّلحت يذلا نامیلإا ىلإ ةعامجلا ءامتنا دیعص ىلع ،اًثلاث
 يف وھ يذلاو Õاب طورشملا ریغ نامیلإا وھ لاأ ،تبسلا ظفح ةّیصوب لمعلا لبق ام عقاو ىلإ عُوسی دوعی ،میھاربإ ىلإ ھتراشإ
 .Õاب يّحلا نامیلإا طابر يف ناسنلإا ظفح وھ ةّیصولا نم دصقلا .اھب لمعلا نمو اھّلك ایاصولا ظفح ساسأ

 وھ يذلا ،ناطیشلا لمعل ةجیتن وھ امّنإ ةأرملا هذھ باصأ امف .ھلجأ نمو ناسنلإا عم يّصلاخلا الله لمع دیعص ىلع ،اًعبار
 يف تبسلا ةّیصو شیعت نأ ةأرملا هذھ تعاطتسا ،اھئافش ةجیتنبو .تبسلا موی ةحارتسلاا نمو ناسنلإا نم الله دصقل فلاخم
 .ةثداحلا هذھ ىلع دوھشلا اھعم هدجّمو ھعئانص ىلع الله تدجّم نأب اھقمع
 ھقفی مل ،معن .انبارتأ هاجت دصقلا اذھل انیّنبت ةھجل صّخلأابو ،انصلاخ ةھجل الله دصق يف عوسی انماقأ ،ةعبرلأا رصانعلا هذھب
 يف ھعم طقسن لا ىّتح اسًاربن انیلإ ةبسنلاب لاحتسا اذھ هزجع .ھتلاسر يف باصأ لاو ھملاس يف ماقأ لاو الله دصق عمجملا سُیئر
 لجأ نم ةلاصلا ىلع ةردقلا نادقفب ھمجرتن يذلاو دعُبلا اذھ يف میقن لاف ،انلاح ىلإ اًذإ انھبتنا لاّھ .الله نع دعُبلا يأ ،اھتاذ ةرفحلا

 نم ،يّرھظم وأ يّحطس نّیدت نم ھب يمتحن يذلا مھولا انكرت لاّھ ؟لّكلا صلاخ لجأ نم الله ةّیضق يّنبت انلامھإبو ،ملاعلا صلاخ
 اننامیإ ةقیقح جراخ انیقبی نكلو انسفنأ اھب دجّمن نامیلإا نع ةیھاو ةروصب ىوس ثرتكی لا ،ایاصو وأ دیلاقتل يّروص ظفح لّك
 نمَ لك بّر ای كْراب لاأ ؟اّنم الله دصق انل فشكو ةملكلا ىرشبل اًنیمأ اًذیملت راص نمَ انركش لاّھ ؟ةوّقو رونو ةایح نم ھلمحی امو
 ،اھتقیقح ىلع انیف كتروص رھظتف ،غارفلاو ءایرلاب فوفحملا ،مھولا اذھ اّنع عزنن نأ ىلع ،بیشملا ىّتحو انتثادح ذنم ،اننیعی
 .انتمدخو انتداھش يف ةلیصأ كارشب ىلع ظفاحن نأب دجّمتتو ،كنم ةنئاكلا ةدیجملا لامعلأا لّك ىلع كدجّمنف ،اھئاھبب

 )نانبل لبج( امھیلی امو نورتبلاو لیبج تیلوبورتم ناولس +
 



 

 



 

 



 

  



 

  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


