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St. Nicholas Orthodox Church

Antiochian Archdiocese of North America
Diocese of Los Angeles and the West
5200 Diamond Heights Blvd., San Francisco, CA 94131
Tel: (415) 648-5200

Email: info@stnicholas-sf.com--website:stnicholas-sf.com
His Eminence Metropolitan SABA, Archbishop
of New York and Metropolitan of all North America

Pastor, V. Rev. Fr. George Baalbaki
(586) 214-4428 revbaalbaki(@yahoo.com

Sub-Dn. Ilyan Baalbaki
Sub-Dn. Tariq Rantisi
Parish Council Chairman: Salim Qaru
Parish Council Vice Chairman: Azar Azar
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Sunday, December 10, 2023

NATIVITY FAST: November 15" - December 24"
We would like to wish you a happy Advent season!

THE EPISTLE: Ephesians. (6:10-17)

Brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. Put on the whole armor of God,
that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we are not contending against
flesh and blood, but against the principalities, against the powers, against the world rulers of this
present darkness, against the spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. Therefore, take
the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to
stand. Stand, therefore, having girded your loins with truth, and having put on the breastplate of
righteousness, and having shod your feet with the equipment of the gospel of peace; besides all
these, taking the shield of faith, with which you can quench all the flaming darts of the evil one.
And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.
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THE GOSPEL: Luke (13:10-17)

At that time, Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. And there was a woman
who had had a spirit of infirmity for eighteen years; she was bent over and could not fully
straighten herself. And when Jesus saw her, He called her and said to her, “Woman, you are freed




from your infirmity.” And He laid His hands upon her, and immediately she was made straight,
and she praised God. But the ruler of the synagogue, indignant because Jesus had healed on the
Sabbath, said to the people, “There are six days on which work ought to be done; come on those
days and be healed, and not on the Sabbath day.” Then the Lord answered him, “You hypocrite!
Does not each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or his ass from the manger, and lead it away to
water it? And ought not this woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan bound for eighteen
years, be loosed from this bond on the Sabbath day?” As Jesus said this, all His adversaries were
put to shame; and all the people rejoiced at all the glorious things that were done by Him.
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ALTAR CANDLES  JSigd) Joalid

> Offered by Mike Tannous, Hani Tannous, Gihan Cosentino, Christine Jekelian and their
families in Loving memory of their mother +Almaz Tannous.
Also in loving memory of +Khalil Charles and +Asal Tannous, +Josef and +Margarit
Hanhan. May Their Memory Be Eternal!

Holy Bread of Oblation

T Offered by David Hanhan and his family, in loving memory of his mother Afdokia Hanhan
and his son Joseph David Hanhan. May Their Memory Be Eternal!

CONGRATULATIONS:

Congratulations and Best wishes to Ghazi, Rachal, Laila and Zaina Shami for churching of
Fuad Ghazi Shami this past Sunday. God Bless and Many Years!

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND EVENTS:
BYZANTINE NATIVITY CAROL: TONIGHT, December 8th at 6PM. Come join us as we
host the Sons of Antioch Byzantine Choir for their “The Word Made Flesh” series. Invite your
family and friends, this will be a beautiful concert for everyone to enjoy. Hope to see you all there!
LADIES CHRISTMAS GATHERING FOR CHARITY: Saturday, December 16th at 3pm-
St. Nicholas Church Hall. Ladies, please join us with your family and friends for our Christmas

gathering this year, for charity. Donation is $30, all proceeds will be going to charities. Show your
solidarity and come dressed in your traditional Palestinian clothing. Main dish will be provided,
please bring salad, sweets or fruits to share. To RSVP, please contact Randa Shatara at (415) 871-
1043 or the Church office at (415) 648-5200. We hope to see all of our ladies!

SPECIAL CANDLE LIGHT VIGIL AND PRAYER: Thursday, December 21st at 6PM.
Come join the St. Nicholas Young Adults for a special candle light service in solidarity with the

martyrs of Gaza. All are welcome. Food will be available after in our hall.
ST.NICHOLAS CHRISTMAS FAMILY NIGHT: Saturday, December 23*. More info to
come.




Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh
MIRACLES OF CHRIST ON THE SABBATH DAY

Time and again we read in the Gospel of the anger which the Lord Jesus Christ provoked by
performing an act of mercy, a miracle of healing on a Sabbath day. And we cannot help asking
ourselves a question: Why did He do it so constantly, so persistently, with such insistence? Could
it be to challenge those who surrounded Him? Could it be to provoke them? Could it be simply a
pedagogical action? I believe that there is a great deal more in His action. The Lord created the
world in six days; on the seventh day He rested of His toils and labours. But what happened to the
world then? The seventh day was the day when the world came into the hands of man to be
brought to its fulfilment and to its completeness; the seventh day, the Sabbath of the Lord is the
day of man. The whole of human history falls in that day. But God did not leave man to work
alone as the Lord Jesus Christ says in the Gospel, as reported by Saint John, My Father still
works, He shows His work to His Son for Him to fulfil them. And in another passage He teaches
us, He tells us that His judgment is true because it is not His judgment; He hears the words of the
Father and that is the judgment He pronounces.

And so, history is the day of man, but man is called to be guided by the wisdom, by the love of
God. It is because we are so often seeking for our own ways, it is because we do not ask ourselves
what is God's way in one situation or the other that the world has become so ugly, and so
frightening, and so tragic. There is a Hebrew poem that describes the misery of this world into
which man does not bring the love of God; it says, Man has ceased to believe in God and love has
departed this world. Men have hanged themselves in forests, have drowned themselves in lakes,
in rivers. Heaven is no longer mirrored in the lakes, in the woods; the bird does no longer sing
songs of paradise, and the Prophet himself on his pedestal has become a mere statue. Is this not
what we have become? Not statues but so much alike the wife of Lot who turned back and who
became a statue of salt. We have remained salt and yet we are petrified, immobile, we do not
fulfil on earth this function of ours. And Christ shows us, by working His miracles, His acts of
love and of compassion on Sabbath day, time and again, He Who is the only true man, the only
man who is in total, ultimate oneness with God, what our part should be: take on the history of
mankind, take every situation in which we or others find themselves, and carry them on our
shoulders in an act of mercy and of love. A Western writer has said that a Christian is the one to
whom God has committed the care of His world and of other people. Are we discharging this
basic central commission of ours, do we care? We may care with tenderness, we may care sternly,
but we must care.

And then, this seventh day when God in His mercy and love has committed this world to our
care, still can become the day of the Lord. And the City of man which is been built without God,
which so often is like the Tower of Babel, may still unfold and attain the greatness and the
holiness of the City of God in which the Lord Jesus Christ, true God but also true Man, is called
to be a citizen, the heart of it, but also one of us. Is not this call great enough?

Is not God's faith in us sufficiently inspiring? Are we going to defeat His hope, to reject His
love for ourselves or for others? Or are we going to learn from the ways in which Christ fulfils
His human vocation in the day of the Lord, shall we not learn from Him and together with Him
build the world which God has dreamed, has willed and is still loving in his distress and so often
in our betrayal of Him!

Let us learn to love one another actively, bear one another's burdens, listen to the Living God
when He speaks, listen with all our energy, look into His ways and be those who fulfil His will
and bring the world to the perfect beauty He has willed for it!
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Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church
Dol Hfell

The Saint Nicholas Orthodox
Church Banquet Hall is the perfect
venue for your next wedding
reception, baptism, graduation,
birthday, or conference. We offer
a range of professional banquet
and catering services with a vast
and eclectic menu, showcasing a
variety of catering options and
premium beverages. Our friendly
and professionally trained staff will
work with you to identify your
needs within your budget to create
a personal and memorable event.

BANQUET HALL AMENITIES

Over 6000 square feet with a full bar Y XL

350 capacity with dining { i b\?‘& ok

Sgtn O S

25ft x 25ft dance floor S '

Lighting & Sound - 2 s
) \ . . N e

On-site catering with staff R Y e T

Fully equipped industrial kitchen
Tables, chairs, linens, flatware,

silverware available
Set up, take down, and cleaning services
Complimentary parking lot

Wheelchair accessible



roker Associate
415-875-0177

15350 E 14th St, San Leandro

280 San Felipe Ave, San Bruno 868 Shotwell St, San Francisco 2844 21st St, San Francisco
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302 28th Ave, San Francsco 2697 Mission St, San Francsco
- -

160 Athol Ave, Dalkdand 3134 24th St, San Francisco 2E84 Mission St, San Francsco 3B01 Mission St, San Francisco

Considering Buying or Selling a Multifamily Property? Hanna J Azar
illion i 1 ) ) Broker Associate
Over 100+ million in real estate transaction experience. 415.875.0177

Specializing in multifamily, mixed-use and commercial

S ; hannajohn.azar@compass.com
properties in the San Francisco Bay Area.

Bayareamultifamilybroker.com
CA DRE #02005698

Contact me for commercial real estate inquiriesora
complimentary, no-obligation, opinion of value of your (W] £10)

property
COMPASS | COMMERCIAL

Compass &5 3 real estate broker licersed by the State of Calfornia operating under mudtiple entities. Ucense Numbers 01591628, 1527235, 1527365, 1356742, 1443761, 1597075, 1535359, 1561027,
1842567, 1369607, 1866771, 1
changes In price, conaition, sle, of withdrawal without Notice, No stytement I made 25 to the accuracy of any descriprion or measurements |Induding square footage ). This Is not ntended to sclick
property already Isted,. No financky! or legal advice prowided . Egual Housing Opportunity
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Follow us on [f] [E) @ mosaicmarketbayarea
) 9 37th street & El Camino, San Mateo +1650-477-2099
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JOHN SAADEH, —
ESQ, MBA o8,  BUSINESS LAW

@ REAL ESTATE LAW

ESTATE PLANNING

P. (650) 918-7465

T R 333 Gellert bivd, Ste. 148] o [ 111 [
~ john@saadehlawfirm.com Dalyﬂity, CA 94015:_ e T
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Commercial and Residential Real Estate
BRE # 00550532




% THE REPRESENTING VICTIMS
|CHnEL OF SERIOUS PERSONAL INJURY
LAW FIRM & WRONGFUL DEATH

Bsomeone you know has
us injuries or lost a
someone else’s

Law Firm

Fires/Explosions)

orcycle Crashes

it/ Lyft/Taxi Accidents
alls (Slip/Trip) & Construction

(415) 447-2833 * ISSA MICHAEL, ESQ.
MichaelLawCA.com Trial Attorney Since 1996




